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By HENRY STUBS Miniiter 
of the Goſpel, 


Plalm 141. 5. Let the righteous ſme me, it 
ſhall be a kindneſs, and let him re;roye mes 
« ſhall be an excclient oyl, which ſhall rot 


| be in their calamity. 


' bo 'don, Printed and areto be Cold by 7ebn 


Hancock, ſenior and 'unier, at the Sign of 
the Three Bi/es in Popes-head Alley, 167 5. 
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break, my bead; for yet my prayer alſo ſhall 
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TO THE 


Profclilors 


OF THIS 


ak [25 you ought to be fol- 
9G S lowers of God, and 
— Chriit, and the 
Saints, Ephel.5.1. Matth 16. 
2.4. Heb. 6. 12. and not the 
multitude, Exod.33.2. natibe 
world, Rom. 12. 2. And dare 
you yet to ſet up them to be your 
patterns, ani to follow, their 
A 3 exams 


To the Profeſſors 


examples, who are not at all | 
eſteemed in the Church ? I ſpeak | 
it to your ſhame, Is there not a | 
Holy Chri$t to be your Pattern, 

and a Holy Word to be your 

Rule; but Profeſſors of Religi- 

on mu$t needs be as the irreli- 

giows of the world, taking ex- 

ample from them, who will take 

#0 example from ChriSt * Now 
therefore there us utterly a fault 
antongit you, becanſe you con- 
form «fo much to this world, 
contrary to that expreſs prohibi- 
tion, Rom.12. 2. Benot con- 
formed to this world ; and be- 
cauſe yout bawe ſo much fellow- 
foip with the unfruitful works 
of darkueſs; contrary to that 
word, Eph. 5. 11. Why are ye 


not 


of thus Age. 
| not ratber Reprowvers of the 
| world, and. condemners of tt , 
| as Noah was, Heb. 11.7. By 
| your walking as Chri$t walked, 
1 John2.6. end according #0 
Rule ? ' Gal. 6. 26, Why do 
you uot rather ſuffer your ſelves 
to be derided and deſpiſed ? 
K now you not that the world 
| you conform to lies in wicked» 
| neſs? 1 Johng5.19. And that 
the unrighteous world ſhall not 
inberit the Kingdom of God ? 
1 Cor. 6.9. you know it. And 
you know alſo that Eyes are up- 
, on you, obſervers you have 
many, God, Angels, and Men ; 
you bad need look well 10 your 
wayes : you have a: Rule to 
talk aud walk by. *Tis not for 


you 
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you to ſay, we will be as the 
Heathen, Ezek. 20. 32.'we 
will be as others, contrary to 
Eph. 4.17. Which fortids you 
to walk as others, .in-the vani- 
ty of your minds : Remember 
the words of Chri$t to bis Diſ- 
ciples, Luke 22. 26. ye ſhall 
not be ſo You muſt walk as 
Chriſt walked. Hebhas left you 
an example, 1 Pet. 2. 21. It you 
ſhall walk as others, you will 
by fo doing give great occalt- 
on to the enemies of God to 
Blaſpheme, 2 Sam. 12. 14. 
And be ſtumbling blocks to the 
world : and if offences come by 
you unto the world, woe unto you, 
Matth. 18. 7; Remember Da- 
vid; and what God told him, 

The 


of this Age. 

The child that is born to thee 
ſhall ſurely dye; werily the 
name of God us bla bemed a- 
mong the prophane through you; 
Rom.2.24. You ſhould adorn 
the doctrine of God our Savi- 
our in all things ; wark Ia all 
things, T:it.2.10. and be wery 
tender of the name of God and 
bis dofirine, that it be not bleſ- 
phemed through you, 1 Tim.6. 
1: If it he, be ſure God will be 
as good as his word, Arnos 3.2. 
Tou only have I known, there- 
fore I will puniſh you Chris} 
has ſomewhat against you al- 
ready, becauſe you bave left 
" your an love. Remember 

therefore from whence you are 
fallen, and repent, and do your 


firſt 
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firſt works, or elſe | will come 
unto you quickly, and wall 
remove your candleſtick out 
of its ron, EXCEpt You re- 
ent, Kew. 2.4, 5- Would I 
could ſay of you as it follows, 
verl.6.. with alittle alteration, 
But. this you bave, that you 
bate conformity to the world 
which . Chris alſo hateth-. 
Brethren ,' be ye Jolowers of 
Chrif , and mark them which 
walk fo, as that ye bawe Christ 
for an enſample. 'For many 
walk , of whom TI bave told 
you often, and iow tell you 
even weeping, that they are the 

enemies of the croſs of Chri$t : 
IF boſe end is — whoſe 
God. 3s their back and belly, 
e 


MN 
/ 


» 
- 


of this Age. 


whoſe glory. js in their ſhame , 
who mind earthly things, Phil- 


 2-17,18, 19. But let'yowr con-. 


werſationbe in "Heawen, as was. 


| Pauls and the Saints at Phil- 


lippi,, Phil. 3. 20», | Seek, you 


' the things which art above, 


where Chri$t. ſtteth at the right 
hand” of God.: Set your af- 
feSions on things above, and. 
wot .'on things onthe earth; | 
for you profeſs your ſelves fo 
be dead, and Your life is hid 
with Chriff in God. When 
ChriSt, who 3s your life, ſhall 
appear , then ſhall you appear 
with Dim in Glory. Mortife 
therefore your members which 
are upon the earth; Col. 3. 2 
LE 4-4 beſeech you by the 


R mercies 


To theProfeſlors, ec: 
mercies of God , the meekne 
of Gd and by your —_ 
ing before bis judgment feat ; 
bear counſel and-receive in- 
ftrufion, that you may be wiſe 
at length, Prov. 19.20. If you 
will not bear connſil endl receive 
inſtrugion , read Jer. 6.8. and 
comfider and tremble. That you 
may is the prayer of die who 
wiſheth above all things that 
your ſouls may proſper , and be 
adorned as your bodies do and 
are. 


NON- 


S Wo &@ 0 $ ve? 


JD, ty: S 


NON-CONFORMITY 
TO THIS 


WORLD. 


Rom. 12.2. 
And be not conformed to this world. 


have an exhortation ro holineſs , 
branched out into three particu- 
lars, 

1. That we preſent our bodies, a living 

ſacrifice, holy, acceptable ts God. 

2. And nat be conformed to this world. 

3. But tobe transformed by the renewing 

of our mind. 

T beſeech you : though I might be bold in 
Chriſt co enjoyn you, yet for love ſake, 
I rather befeech you, pray and intrear 
you. 

T berefore, ſeeing you have received ſo 
much mercy from God through Chriſt, 

Byethren,being all the Children of God 


T this and the foregoing verſe we 


through faith in Chriſt, Gal. 3. 26. 


By.the mercies of God, beſtowed on you. 
Gods mercy is one, but the eff:Rts and 
f uics 
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fruits of it are many z EleQion, Redempti- 
on, Juſtification. 

That you pe your Bodies , not your 
Souls onely, but your Bodies alſo : God 
will have the Body conformed to his will, 
and not to the world, as well as the Soul ; 
for the Body is for the Lord, for the fer- 
vice of the Lord , and the Lord for the 
Body, 1 Cor. 6. 13. Our Bodies being 
his, and bought with a price, 1 Cor. 16. 
19,20. Our Bodies being the members 
of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 6.15. and therefore al- 
ſo muſt we glorifie God with our Bodies, 
I Cor. 6. 20. 

The Apoſile praying for the Thefſalo- 
nians, prayes that their Bodies, as well as 
their Souls, might be ſantihed, 1 Thef. 
5. 23. TI notre this the rather , becauſe 
many think they may do what they will 
with , and make what uſe they will of 
their Bodies z but they are greatly decei- 
ved, for the Body is not for Fornication, 
I Cor. 6. 15. no not for Oſtentation, to 
make a ſhew with it. Read, Rom. 6.13, 
I9. 

That you preſent them ; 1. That you 
offer and conſecrate them to God as a Sa- 
crifice of thankfulneſs ; as Heb, 13. 35, 


A 
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Aliving ſacrifice, dead indeed unto fin, 
bur alive .to God, Rom. 6. 11. being 
quickned by his ſpirit, that we might noc 
live to our ſelves, but to him who died for 
us, 2 Cor. 5.15. 

Holy, nor regarding, but hating iniqui- 
ty in our hearts ; for if iniquity be regar- 
_ we cannot be accepted : Pſalm 66. 
18. 
Acceptable to God, well plealing to him 
through Jeſus Chrilt, x Per.2.5. through 
faith in him, without which we cannot 
pleaſe God, Heb.11.6. 

Which is your reaſonable ſervice. 1. Your 
ſervice of God, which conliits nor in the of- 
fering up of unreaſonable Beaſts , as here- 
tofore, but inthe offering up of your rea- 
ſonable ſelves. Or, Your ſervice, which 
is agreeable to the Rules of true Reaſon. 

And be not conformed: 1. Take not 
upon you the form or faſhion of this wic- 
ked world , make not the Manners and 
Pleaſures of worldly men your rule to 
walk by. 

But be ye transformed, changed, altered, 
1. More and more. 

By the renewing of your mind, under- 
ſtanding, will and affect ions. 


B 2 That 
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That ye may prove. 
1. Diſcern, underſtand. 
2. Approve. 
3. Give proof by a Godly life that 
youdo underitand and approve. 
That good, acceptable and perfe& will of 
God. 
I. Good, whichteacheth, and leaderh 
to that which is good, and makes good. 
. 2. Acceptable, nothing being accepta- 
_ God but what is according to his 
will, 
3. Perfe& , comprehending all things 
neceſlary to ſalvation, 2 Tim, 3. 16. 
Theſe words, And be not conformed to 
this world, are a Dehortation : Wherein, 
1. The Perſons Dehorting, Paul a ſer- 
vant, of Jeſus Chrift, called to ve an Apo- 
file, ) one that well underſtood the mind of 
| bisLord and Maſter, and would give no- 
thing in charge but what he bad received, 
IL Cor. Il. 23. | 
2, The Perſons Dehorted , The belie- 
ving Romans, beloved of God, called to be 
Saints, Rom. 1, 7, Yea, eminent Saints, 
Rom. 1. 18. Such as bad obeyed from the 
heart, Rom. 6.17. 
3. The thing they are Dehorted from, 
viz. Co rformity to this world, which on 
who 
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who are Saints, and called to the Kingdom 
and Glory of God, ſhould look upon 
with contempr, and trample under foor. 

4. The Mode of the Dehortation, tis 
in a beſeeching way ; 7 beſeech you. 
F. The Motive; By the mercies of God. 


DoR, 'T'zs the will of the mot holy God,that 
th:y who are called to be Saints ſhould not 
conform to ſinners. They that are called 
out of the world muſt not be conformed to 
this world. 


I ſhall ſhew you, 

1. \\ hat is meant by the World, 

2. What meant by conformed. 

3, What of the World muſt not be 

conformed unto, 

4. That its fo, 

5. Why. 

6. The Uſe, 

Firſt, What is meant by the World ? 
By the world underſtand The Men of the 
world, Pſal. 17, 14. Worldly minded 
Men and Women, who have their hearts, 
inheritance, and happineſs here, their por- 
tion in this life, The wicked of the world, 
Joh. 14 17. 


B.3 Theſe 


6 Non-confo2initv 
Theſe are called the World, 

7. Becauſe they are ruled by the God 
of this world, 2 Cor. 4. 4. Eph. 2.2. 

2, Becauſe they have received onely 
the ſpirit of the world, that ſpirit which 
ceacherh worldly things, and placeth its 
happineſs in worldly things , x Cor. 2. 
I2, 

3. Cecauſe they are ſatisfied and con- 
tented with the things of this world, Pal. 
4. 6. & 17.14. Phil. 3. 19. 

4. Becauſe they are the mayor part of 
world. 

Secondly, What meant by Conformed ? 

By conforming to the world under- 
ftand, faſhioning our ſelves according to 
it; reſembling the world, and being like 
to tt; making the men of the world our 
Pattern, our Example, and Copy to write 
afrer. 

When we approve, imitate and follow 
the ſinful faſhions and practices of this 
world, then we conform to it, 

Now , not to be Conformed to this 
world, is not to approve, not to imitate, 
not to folloy: the (inful, vair, foolith faſhi- 
ons and practices of this world. 

Not to put on their form and ſhape in 
cur behaviour. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, What of the world it is 
wherein we muſt not be conformed un- 
tO it. 

1. Not in that wickedneſs the world 
lies in, 1 7oh. 5. 19. 

Not in that unrigtteoufneſs it is filed 
with : a Catalogue whereof is ſet down, 
Rom. 1.29, 3O, 31. 

Not in thoſe works of darknefs it de- 
Iighes in, Row. 13, 12,13» 

Not: in thoſe works of the fleih, ſer 
down Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21. 

Not in the walk of the Gentiles, Epbe/. 
4.17, 18, 19.. 1 Pet. 4. 3. 

Not in its [uſtings, 1 Je. 2.16. ..- 

We mult not be conformed ty... ... £4 .. 
n its linful Cuſtoms, Diſpolitions, Pra» * 
ices. ” 

We muſt not be conformed to the pra- 
ice of worldly men, in Natural, Civil, 
and Religious actions, 

We muſt not eat and drink as they do, 
for they feed themſelves without fear ; 
Jude 12. 

We muſt not buy and ſell as they do, 
for therein they walk not by that rule 
Mat. 7.12. 

We muſt not carry our ſelyes in Religi- 
@us matters as they do. 


B 4 We 
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Wwe muſt not hear as they do, for they 

hear without preparation before hearing , 
Attention 
Afﬀecion : at hearing, 
Application 

Practice after hearing, See Ezeck.33.31. 

| We muſt not pray as they do: For 

1. They make light of Prayer, Fob 21.15, 

2, They Pray with the lip onely,and not 
with the heart, - Jſa.29.13. Mat. 15.18; 

3. They continue nor in Prayer, they 
grow weary, 

4. They think to be heard for their 
much ſpeaking, Matth. 6. 7. | 
\ & They curn away their car from hear- 
ir *'! © qwhom they Pray, Prov. 28. 9. 
2%? They aim amiſs in Prayer, 7am. 4.3. 

We muſt not come to the Lords Table 
as they do, for they come unpreparedly. 

Nor obſerve Sabbaths as they do, for 
they trifle them away. 

Nor ling' Pſalms as they do, for they 
ſing not with the heart, but voice onely. 

Nor faſt as they do, for they abſtain 
onely from food, not from (in. 

Fourthly,- That it is fo, That Saints 
wult not conform to ſinners, 

Thou ſhalt not follow a multitude to do 
evil, Ex0d. 23. 2. 

After 


ey 


Ot 
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After the doing of the Land of Egyp* 
and Canaan ſhall ye not do, neither ſhall ye 
walk in their ordinances: Levit. 18. 3. 

T hou ſhalt not learn to do after the abomi- 
nations of the Nations : Deut. 18. 9. 

Walk, not in the way of ſinners, refrain 
thy foot from their path : Prov. 1. 15. 

Enter not into the path of the wicked, go 
not in the way of evilmen : Avoidit, poſs 
not by it , turn from it, and paſs away : 
Prov. 4. 14, 15. 

If ſinners entice thee, conſent thou not : 
Prov. 1. 10. 

Thms ſaith the Lord, Learn not the way 
of the Heathen : Jer. 10.2. 

Though Iſrael play the Harlot, yet tet 
net Judah offend : Hol. 4. 15. 

This I ſay therefore, and teſtifie in the 
Lord, that ye henceforth walk, not as other 
Gentiles walk,, in the vanity of their mind : 
Epheſ. 4.17. 

Have no fellowſhip with the unfraitful 
works of darkneſs, but rather reprove them : 
Epheſ, 5. 11, 

Ye are children of the light, andof the 
day ; not. of the night , nor of darkpeſs : 
Therefore let us not ſleep, as do others; 
_ us watch and be ſober : 1 Thel.5. 
3» 0. 

B 5 The 
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The Kings of the Gentiles do ſo and ſe - 
B ut ye ſhall not be ſo: Luke 22. 25, 26. 

St, Peter ſpeaks of ſome Converts that 
would not run with the world in their (in- 
ful faſhions and conrſes, though they 
were wonder'd at andevil ſpoken of there- 
fore; 1 Per. 4 4. 

(1. Fromthe World. 
2. From themſelyes. 
3. From Chriſt. 
Fifthly., Why.34. From the things 
themſelves wherein 
conformity to the 
{ worldis practiced, 

Firſt, From this World. 

1, Becauſe Satan is the God and Prince 
of it, 2 Cor. 4.4. Joh. 12.31. & 14.13, 
& 16. 11, 

2. Becauſe 'tis an evil world, Gal. 1. 4. 
and Ilyes in wickedneſs, 1. Jobn 5. 19. 
See its deſcription, Pſal, 36. 1, to 5. & 
Rom. 3. 13, &c. & 8.7, Epheſ. 4. 18; 
I9. 

3: Becauſe this evil wor!d muſt give ac- 
count, even-for thoſe things wherein we - 
are fo prone to follow it, 1 Pet. 4. 5. 

4; Becauſe- the end of it is deſtruction, 
Phil, 3. 19, You would not ſaffer with 
i, . and will you tin with it ? - 

Secondly. 
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Secondly , From themſelves, who by 
profeſſion are Saints, Chriſtians. 

I. Becauſe they are not of the world, but 
are called ont ef it ; Joh. 15. 19. 

God hath ſeperated you from others to be 
his own peculiar, Levit. 20. 24. Exod, 
I9. 5. 

Hence, for this cauſe, as well as others, 
'twas that God was diſpleaſed with his - 
people of old , for deſiring a King, that : 
they might be like the Nations , x Sam. 8+ 
F. viz. Becanſe God hath ſevered them 
from other people that 'they ſhould be bis > 
Levit. 20. 26, 

2. Becauſethey have better Principles, . 
then the world has, viz. 


A pure Heart, 
Good Conſcience, £ i Tim. 1.5. . 
Faith unfeigned, 


They have Chriſt in-them; as a princi- 
ple of their life, Gal. 2. 20, And the- 
ſpirit of God, 1 Jobn 4.4. 1 Cor. 2, 42. 

The Principles of the world are, 

An impure Heart, 
A bad Conſcience, 
Real unbelief. 

Yea Satan, Epheſ. 2. 25 1*Pet. 444. . 

and.che ſpiric of che world, 1 Cor..z: a 
Þ: 
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Now is not this a good reaſon why the 
people of God ſhould not conform to this 
world? for ſhould they of better principles 
conform to them of worſe? ſhould they 
that have a pure Heart, good Conſcience, 
and Faith unfeigned , conform to thoſe 
that have an :mpaure Heart, a bad Conſci- 
ence, and real Unbelief ? Should they who 
have Chri#F and the Spirit of God in them, 
conform to them who have Satan and the 
Spirit of the world in them ? 

3. Becauſe they have better patterns to 
conform to, tlienthe world is, viz. 

1. God, 1 Pet. 1.15, 16, 

2. Chriſt, Col, 2.6; 1 7ohn 2. 6. 

3. Saints, Heb. 6. 12. Phil. 3. 17. : 

Mark, them which walk ſo as ye have us 
for an enſample : So as ye have the ſervants 
of Chriſt, nor the world for your ex- 
ample. 

4. Angels and glorified Saints. We 
muſt ſtudy ſo to do the will of God on 
Earth , as 'tis done in Heaven: AMatth. 
6. 10, 

Now, judge in your own Conſciences, 
ſhould they who have ſuch excellent pat- 
rerns , conform to the pattern of a baſe 
world? 


4. Be- 


to the Wozld. 13 
4. Becauſe they are bound by their 


Baptiſm to the contrary, viz. Torenounce 
the world, the pomps and vanities thereof 
and not to follow, or to be led byit. Now 
ſhould we do that which 1s a breach of our. 
Baptiſmal Covenant. 

5. Becauſe you that are Saints are born 
to great matters, even to an inheritance in- 
corruptible and undefiled, &c. 1 Pet. 1. 
3,4. and ſhould you, perſons that are new 
born to ſo great an eſtate, ſhould you 
pleaſe your ſelves in a conformity to the 
Poor things of this world? 

6.Becauſe you are grown up to maturi= 
ty, to years of diſcretion ; ſo that it is time 
for you to put away childiſh” things : 
Whilſt you were Children 'twas more 
tollerable, but. now that you. are grown 
up to be men, to be ſo childiſh and fooliſh 
is intollerable. See 1 Cor. 13.171. 

7. Becauſe you are more excellent then 
Jour _ » Prov. 12.26. and there- 
fore muſt not conform to them. For ſhall 
the more noble conform to the more igno- 
ble? Te are Gods treaſure, Pal. 135.4. 
And ſhall Gods treaſure conform to the 
refuſe of this world? You are Prieſts of 
God, 1Pet.2.9. And ſhall the Prieſts of 


God conform.to common people? The 
; Prieſts 
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Prieſts of old. were not to touch any nn- 
clean thing. 

8. Becauſe you-have not ſo learned Chriſt, 
Epheſ. 4. 20:. q..4.. The DoQtrine of 
Chriſt in which you are inſtructed, and 
which you have learned, requires another 
manner of life from you, then that which 
the Gentiles lead, therefore you ſhould 
not. imitaterhem. Chriſt bath caught you 
otherwiſe, The grace of God which bring- 
eth ſalvation, teacheth you to deny ungodli» 
neſs and worldly luſts , and to live Righte- 
ouſly , ſoberly , and godly in this preſent 
world; and not to conform to its narigh- 
teous, intemperate and ungodly life, Tit. 
2, 11. 

9. Becauſe you are now within ſight of 
home, your Fathers houſe ; and your ſal- 
vation 1s nearer, and therefore muſt cat 
off the works of darkneſs, and walk, honeſtly 
as in the day, not in rioting, drunkenneſs, 
not in chambering and wantonneſs , not in 
ſtrife and envying : As the world does. . 
Rom. 13.11,12. Your thoughts ſhould 
now be ſo taken up and pleaſed with what 
you have-in view, the great things which 
are.to come, and ſo near to come, that all - 
the toyes and trifles this wortd is fompeh 
pleaſed with, ſhould be looked upon by 
you-with diſdain, . : -- Iv 
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10. Becauſe you ſhall now very ſpeedi- ' 
ly be ſeparated from this world, and di- 
ſtinguiſhed from it , and delivered from: 
that wrath which they ſhall ſuffer for ever 
and for ever; and will you conform to 
them now, in thoſe things for which they 
ſhall ſuffer the vengeance of eternal fire ? 
would you have your ſouls gathered here- 
after with thoſe you conform to here, and 
whoſe faſhions you have learned here? 
David would not, P/al. 26. 9. 

Thirdly, From Chriſt. 

1. Becauſe Chri#t deſignedly gave him 
ſelf to. deliver us from this preſent evil world 
according tothe will of God and our Father, 
Gal. 1.4. To what he gave himſelf, ſee 
Iſa. 50.6. & 52.14. His back, to ſmi- 
ters, his checks to them that plucked off the 
hair , his face to ſhame and ſpitting. Con- 
lider this you proud men and women , 
whoſe Backs, Faces, Heads, Necks, Breſts, 
and Armes, ſhew the pride of your Hearts; 
Did Chriſt give bimſelf to ſuffer all this, 
that he might ſeparate and. deliver you- 
from conformity to this world ? And isnor 
this a good Reaſon why you ſhould not: 
conform unto it, in hair, babit, and. na-. 
kedneſs. 


2« Be- 


_ 


16 y»Non-conkozmity 

2. Becauſe Chriſt and his Kingdom is 
not of :!js world. 1. Ch-ijt is not of it, 
Jol:. 8. 23. 2. His Kingdom ts no! of it, 
Jeb. 18. 36. Not onely 1n reſpec of the 
ſubjects, but in oppolition to worldly 
Kingdoms, which come with external 
porrp and obſervation. But Chrilt's King- 
dom is not ſo, Luke 17. 20, 21. 

Fourthly, From the things themſel es 
wherein conformity to the world is pra- 
Riced. 

1. Becauſe theſe things are not of the 
Father, but of the Devil, and the world, 
I 7oh. 2. 16, 

2. Becauſe the love of theſe will not 
conliſt with the love of God, 1 7oh.2.15: 

3. Becauſe theſe things paſs away , 
2 Cor. 7.31. 1 f0h.2.17. 

Sixthly, The Uſe. 

1, Of Information. Then the beſt are 
prone to conformity to this world, ſo far 
as they.are carnal; what need elſe of this 
Prohibi:ion, Be net corformed to this world. 
Even 7aſeph was found guilty of conformi- 
ty to Pharaohs Courtiers in ſwearing by 
the life of Pharaoh, Gen. 42.15, 16. 

2. Uſe of Reproof, Of ſuch as profeſs 
themſelves to be Saints, and to be called to 
fellowſhip with Chriſt, and yer bave fel- 

lowſhip 
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lowſhip with the unfruitful works of dark- 
neſs; who profeſs themſelves to be called 
out of the world, and yet conform unto it, 
who profeſs themſelves ro be Saints, and 
yet live like ſinners. God finds fault with 
this, and is much diſpleated that his people 
ſhould learn the works of the Heathen, 
Pſal. 106. 35. And think you it doth not 
diſpleafe him that we ſhould learn the 
faſhions of the world, and ſerve their 
Idols, Pſal. 106. 36. Do not they whoſe 
faſhions you learn , make Idols of their 
Hair , Skin , and Habit? and will you 
ſerve their Idols ? Pray God they prove 
not a ſnare unto yon. Read, 21 King. 
14,24. 2 King. 17.33. 2 Chron. 13.9. 
& 25. 14, 15. 

May we not well ſay to ſuch as conform 
to this world, as Fehu the Prophet ſaid 
to Feboſaphat, 2 Chron. 19.2. ſhould you 
conform.to the ungodly, and love and 
like the practices of them that' hate the 
Lord ! Pray God wrath may not come 
upon you for this. Hezekiah a good 
man was proud of his fine things, 2 Chroz. 
32. 25, 26, with 2 King. 20. 13. bur 
wrath came upon him for ir. Read, Ezek. 
23, 26, 


3. Uſe 


et 
—— 
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3. Uſe of Examination. Do not we 
conform to this world? even we who in 
ſome things are Non-conformilts ? 

Do not many, who in ſome things ſe- 
parate from the world, in other things con» 
form unto it ? 

Do not many that ſeparate from their 
worſhip, conform to their works ? 

Have not many fellowſhip with - the 
world inthe unfruitful wot ks of darkneſs, 
that will have no fellowſhip with them in 
worſhip? 

The world is for rioting, drunkenneſs , 
chambering and wantonneſs, ſtrife and en- 
vying , Rom. 13.13. Would Profeſſors 
were not ſo too r : 

The world is for laſciviouſneſs, luſts, ex- 
eſs of Wine, revellings, banquetings, 1 Pet, 
4. 3. Would Profeſſors were not ſo roo ? 

All that is in the world, #« the luſt of the 
fleſh, the luſt of the eye,” and the, pride of 
life, 1 Joh. 2. 16. Now I beſeech you 
let's deal truly with our ſelves, do not we 
conform to this world in theſe? In luſting 
after Pleaſure , Pcofir, and Preferment ; 
are not 'theſe in too great account with 
us? Do not we love, delire, and ſeek af- 
ter theſe? Would you that are Profeſſors 


could waſh your hands ao ht" 
neſs, 
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neſs, covetouſneſs ,. pride and vain glo- 
ry. 
Take a view of the werid, and then 
take a view of your ſelves, and then judge 
whether you do not conform unto it, 


A. 


The world 1s, 

Atheiſlical , without God in the world, 
Pſal. 14. 1. Eph.2. 12, Arenot weſo 
t00, or very near it ? See 1/4. 49. 14. 
& F1.13. Tjen 17-9: 


Blaſphemous, Pſal. 74.18. And are not 
we guilty of this too much? Sec Rom, 
2, 24. 

C. 

Covetow, 2 Pet. 2.14. Andare not Pro- 
feſſors ſo too ? Judas a Profeſſor, and 
Demas a Profeſſor wereſo ; 2 Tim. 4. 
IO. 


D. 
Defranding , Rom. 1. 29. And do not 
Profeſſors the ſame ? See 1 Cor. 6.8. 
E. 
Enviow, Gal.5.21, And are not Pro- 
feſſors ſo too ? See 1 Cor. 3.3. 


Fear- 
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F. 

Fearful of ſuffering for religion; of theſe 
read, Rev. 21.8. And are not Profeſ- 
fors ſo roo ?- See Marth, 13, 21. Even 
Peter was too fearful. 


Cz. 

God-diſtruſting , Pal. 20. 7. Jer. 17. 5. 
And are not Profeſſors ſo to0? See 1/a. 
3I., I. 

H. 

Htauzhty, Rom. 1. 30. And are not Pro- 
feſlors-ſoto0? See 2 Tim. 3. 2, with 5, 
Did not-the Diſciples ot Chriſt affet 
ſuperiority ? 

Hale, Sloathful, Ezek. 16. 49. And are 
not Profeſſors ſo too? 2 The. 3. 11. 
ITim.3.13. Matth, 25.26. 


Kain-like, Brother hating ;, 1 Joh. 3.13. 
Prov. 29. 27. Joh. 15.18, 19. And 
are not Profeſſors ſo too ? See 7ude 11. 

L. 

Lukewarme, Indifferent, 1 King. 18. 21. 
And are nor. Profeſſors ſo roo ? See 
Rev.3. 16. 

M. 

Murmuring, 2 King.6.33. Rev.16.10,1T. 
Ifa.8. 21. And arc not Profeſſors fo 
t00 ? See I Cor, 10, 10, Neg- 
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Neghgent . neglects duty to God ard 
man. 1. To God, Pſal. 14.4. 2. To 
man, Ezck. 16.5. Aud arenot Profef- 
ſors 10 too ? 


O. | 
Offence-giving , Matth. 18. 7, Do not 
Profeſſors do ſo too? They did in 
Pauls tire, Rom. 14. 
P. 
Paſſionate , froward , fretful , as Nabal, 
rt Sam, 25.17." Are not Profeſſors ſo 
too? See fonah 4.9. 


Srorelſow, Contentious; Are not Profeſ- 
ſors ſo tov? See 1 Cor. 1,11. & 6, 7, 


Revengeful; Are not Profeſſors ſo too ? 
See Luke 9. 54- 
S 


Secure, like Lai(h, Jude. 18,7. Are not 
Profeſſors ſo too? See fer. B. 6, 7. 


Ho. 7. 9. 


Treacherous ; Are not Profeſſors ſo too? 
Mic. 7. 4, F+ 


u . 
Uncharitable; Mat.25.42,43. Are not Pro- 
feſſors ſo too?Seefam.2..15 ,16. 7ob.z.17 
Waver- 
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W. 

Wavering , unbelieving ; Joh. 5. 38. & 
10. 26. Joh. 12.39, 47. And are not 
Profeſſors ſo to0? See oh. 6. 60, 64, 
66. Yea, ſee Luke 24+ 25. Fob. 20.25. 


4. Uſe of Dehortation, Be not con- 
ormed to this world. 

That I may the better diflwade you 
from conformity to this world , I ſhall 
ſhew you, 

I; What they arecalled to whom you 
are beſeeched not to conform. 

2. What thoſe things are called where- 
in you are delired not to conforrn. 

3. What you your ſelves are called, 
" who are diſſwaded from conformity to this 
world. 

4. How God is affected and carries to- 
wards this world which you are beſeech- 
ed not to conform to, 

5. How the workd is affected and car- 


ries towards you who are diſlwaded from” 


this conformity. 
Firſt, What they are called, to whom 
you are beſeeched not to conform. 
They are called, 
1. Men of thus world, Pfal. 17. 14 
whoſe portion is in this life, 
; Now 
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Now ſhall rhoſe who have God to be 
their portion, Pſal. 16. 5, conform to 
theſe ? 

2. The Children of this world, Luke 
16.8. who are well pleaſed with the 
rattles, toyes and trifles of this world. 

Now ſhall thoſe who are born of God, to 
an inheritance incorruptible, &c. 1 Pet.1.3, 
conform to theſe ? 

3. The Diſputers of this world : The 
enquirers of this age, ſo the Dutch, x Cor. 
I. 20. 

Now ſhall thoſe who have the Scriptures 
to ſearch, 7ob.5. 39. conform to theſe? 

4. The Fornicators of this world, 1 Cor. 


5. 10, 

Now ſhall the chaſte Virgins of Chriſt, 
2 Cor. 11. 2. conform to theſe? 

5. The Friends of this world, Jarn.4.4. 


- who are the enemies of God. 


Now ſhall the Friends of God, 7oh. 15. 


- 14,15. conform to theſe ? 


6. The Rich in this world, who are apt to 
be high minded, 1 Tim. 6. 17. 

Now ſhall the Humble and Contrite, 
with whom the high and lofty One vonch- 
ſafes to dwell , Ila. g7. 15, conform to 

k 


, theſe 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, What thoſe things are cal- 
led wherein, you are delired not to con- 
form to this world. 

I. The darkneſs of this world, Eph. 6. 
I2, | 

Now ſhall they that are light in the 

Lord, Eph. 5. 8. conform to the world in | 
its darkneſs ? 

2. The Wiſdom of this world, 1 Cor. 2. 
6. & 3:9. which deſcendeth not from above, 
but is earthly , ſenſual , devilsſh , James 


oF; 

Now ſhall a wiſe man endued with wiſ- 
dom from above, 7am. 3. 13, 17. con- 
form to this earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh wiſ- 
dom of the world ? ; 

3. TheCares of this world, Mat.13.22. 

Now ſhall they who have a Father in 
Heaven, who knoweth tiieir needs, and 
careth for them, Mat. 6. 32. 1 Pet. 5. 7. 
care as the world doth? 

4. The Courſe of this world, Eph.2.2. 

Now ſhall they who are called our of 
the world, and now are not of the world, 
Foh. 15.19. and whom the world hates, 
run the courſe of this world ? 

S- The Faſhion of. this world which paſ- 
ſeth away, 1 Cor. 7. 31. 


Now 


ow 
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Now ſhall they who have in Heaven 2 
better and more enduring ſubſtance, Heb. 
10.34. fall in love with the faſhions of this 
world ? 

6. The luſts of men, 1 Pet, 4.2. 

Now ſhall they who have Gods law 
written in their hearts, Heb. 8. 10, liye 
according to the luſts of men ? 

Thirdly , What you your ſelves are 
called, who are diſwaded from conformi- 
ty to this world. 

| A. 
I. Adopted Sons,Gal.4.5.Sons and Daugh- 
ters, 2 Cor.6. 18. Others, the ungod- 
ly, men of the world are called Baſtards, 
Heb. 12. 8. | 
Now ſhall the Sons and Daughters of” 
God conform to the Baſtards of this 
world ? | gr th 
.' Alive to God, Rom. 6, 11, Others are 
dead in (in , Epheſ. 2.1. Luke 15-32. 

Now llall they who are a live to God, 
conform to thoſe who are dead in fin? 
I ſay as Paul inalike caſe, 1 Cor.6.15. 

God forbid. 


2 


3. Believers, AR. 5.14. The men of the 
world are called unbelievers, 2 Cor. 6. 
14. | 

C Now 
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Now ſhall Believers conform to, and 
yoke with unbelievers ? 
God forbid. 

4. Bleſſed of the Lord, Gen. 26. 29. Plal. + 
15.15. The wicked -are the Curſed 
of the Lord, Pſal. 37. 22. 

Now ſhall the Blefſed: of the Lord, 
conform to the Cyurfed of the Lord? 

» God farhid. 


CT 

$5. Children of God, 1 Job. 3. 10, The 
wicked are called Children of the De- 
vil, 21 7oh. 3.10. 

Now ſhall the-Chilgren of God.con- 
form tq the Children of the Devil? 
God forbid. 

6. Children of Light, Luk.16.8. 1Thef. 
5.5. The men of the world are called 
Children of Darkneſs, xi Thef, 5. 5. 
Now ſhall the Children of Light con- 
form to the Children of Darkneſs ?: 
Ged: forbid, 

7. Children of wiſdom , Math. 1t. 19. 
The wicked are called ſottiſh- Children, 
that have no underſtanding, Jer.4.22. 

Now ſhall the Children of wiſdom 
conform to the ſors of this world 2: 

God forbid. ; 


8. Chil- 
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8. Children of the free woman, Gal.4.30, 
31. The wicked are called the Children 
of the bond woman, 7614. 

Now ſhall the Children of the free 
woman conform to the Children of the 
bond ? 

God forbid. 

9. Children of Sion, Plal. 149. 2. Bab:- 
lon alſo has Children , for ſhe is the 
Mother of Harlots and abominations, 
Rev. 17.15. 

Now ſhall the Children of Sex con- 
form to the Children of Babilon? 

Ged forbid. 

10. Children of the Higheſt, Luke 6. 35. 
Who dwels in the high and holy place, Wa. 
$7.15. The wicked are Called the Chil- 
dren of this world, Lake 16:8. and 
Inhabirers of the Earth, Rev. 12. 12. 

Now ſhall the Children ofthe High- 
eſt conform to the Children of this low 
world ? 

God forbid. 

I1. Chriſtians, AQ. 11. 26. Some oAci- 
fie him afreſſs, Heb. 6: 6. as: they do 
whorreckon of him and'reje& hing as 
the Jews did whocrurified tym. 

Now ſhall Chriſtians conform rathke 
crucifiers of Chrilt * God forbid: + 


C 2 I2. 


28 Non-confo2mity 

13; Chriſls Brother, Siſter, and Mother, 
Mattih. 12.50. The wicked are Aliens 
from the Church of Chriſt, and ſtran- 
gers from the Covenants of Promiſe, 
Epheſ. 2.12. 

Now ſhall Chriſts Brother, Siſter, 
and Mother, conform to ſtrangers? 
” God forbid, 

13. Crown of zlory, Royal Diadem, Ila. 
62.3. The wicked are Chriſt; foot- 
tool, Pſal. 110. 1, 

Now - ſhall Crowns of glory , and 
Royal Diadems coaform to toot-ſtools ? 
God forbid. 
D. 
14. Devout, ARt.2.5. AR. ro 2. The 
wicked are without God, Eph.2. 12. 
Now ſhall the Devout conform to 
thoſe who are without: God' in the 
world? 
God forbid. 

15. Diſcreet, who guide their affairs with 
diſcr:tion, Plal, 112. 5, The wicked 
are void of counſel, Deut. 32.28. and 
oft-times their counſels, ſuch as they 
are, arecarried Headlong, Feb 3. 13. 

Now ſhall they who do or ſhould 
gaide their affairs with diſcretion, con- 
torm to thoſe who are void of _ 

f el, 


| 
{ 
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ſc], or whole counſel is carried head- 
long? 

God forbid. 
Eo 

16, Elet+ of God, Col. 3.12, The wicked 
are rejected of God , Yer. 6. 30. 

Now ſhall the EleRed of God, con- 
formro the rejected of God ? 
God forbid. 

17. Efpouſed of Chrift, 2 Cor. 11. 2. 
Hol. 2. 19. The wicked are called 
Adulierers and Adultereſſes, Jam. 4. 4. 

Now ſhall the Eſpouſed of Chrilt 
conform to the Adulterers and Adulte» 
reſſes of this vrorld ? 

God forbid, 


18. Friends of Chri#t,: Joh. 15. 14, 15. 
The wicked are called bis Enemies , 
Like 19. 27. 

Now ſhall the Friends of Chriſt, con- 
form to the Enemies of Chriſt ? 
God forbid. 

19. Faithful ſervants, Matth. 24.45. & 
25.23. Thewicked are called Sloath- 
ful ſervants, Matth. 25.26. 

Now hall Faithful ſervants conform 
to Sloarhful ſeryants? 
God forbid. 
C 3 20. 


| 
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G. 
20. Gecd, Matth. 12, 35. The wicked are 
called Evil, ib:4. and naught, Prov. 6. 


12. 
Now ſhallthe Good conform to the 
Evil ? 
God forbid. 
21, Godly, Pſal. x2.1. The wicked are 
called Ungodly, Pſal. 7.4. 
Now ſhall the Godly conform to the 
Ungodly ? 
God farbid. 
22. Gold, Job 23. 10. The wicked are 
likened to Drofs, Pſal. 119. 119. 
Now ſhall Gods Gold conform to 
the Droſs of this world ? 
God forbid. 
H 


23. Happy, Plal. 144.15. The wicked 
are Miſerable, Rev. 3. 17. 

Now ſhall the Happy conform to the 
Miſerable ? 
God forbid. 

24. Heavenly, Having their converſation 
in Heaven, Phil. 3.20. The wicked 
are Earthly, minding Earthly things, 
Phil. 3. 19. Men of the Earth , Pal. 
IO. 18, 


Now 
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Now ſhatthe Heavenly conform to 
the Earthly? 
God forbid. 

25. Houſhold of God, Eph.. 2.19. And 
Honſhold of faith , Gal. 6, I' 0. The 
wicked are the Houſhold of Satan, 
2 Cor. 3. 4. The Devils work-houſe, 
Epbeſ. 2. 2. 

Now ſhall the Houſhold of God con- 
form ro rhe Houſhold of Saran? 
Gol forbid. ; / 
T 


26. Jewels, Gods Jewels, Mal. 3. 17. The 
wicked are Worthleſs, Prov. 10. 20. 
Now ſhall Tewels of great price, con- 
form to the Worthlefs chings of this 
world ? | 
God forbid. 

27. Innocent, Job 4. 7. Jer. 19. 4. The 
wicked are Huriful,Bryars and Thorns, 
Ha: Io 4 _ 

Now ſhall the Innocent conform to 
the Hurtful ? 
Ged forbid. 
K. 

28. Kings and Prieſts, Rev. 1.6. The 
wicked are called Common and Un» 
clean, A#;.10. 28. 


C4 Now 
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Now ſhall Kings and Prieſts conform 
to-rhe Common and Unclean ? 
God forbid. 


bh 
29. Lambs, Joh. 21.15. Ifa, 40, 11. The 
wicked are Lions, Wolves, Mat.10.16, 
Now fhall Sheep and Lambs conform 
to Lions and Wolves? 
God forbid, 

30. Lords Freemen, -1 Cor. 7.22. The 
_ are Satans bondmen, 2 Tim. 2. 
28, 

Now ſhall, &c. God forbid. 

M 


31. Aﬀeekof the Earth, Zeph.2. 3. Pſal. 
149.4. The wicked are Raging waves 
of the Sea foaming our their own ſhame, 
Fude 13, 

Now ſhall, &c. God forbid. 

32. Members of Chrift, 1Cor. 6. 15. 
Eph.5.30. Some wicked are Members 
of an Harlot, ib:d, Eimbs of Satan, 

Now ſhall, &c. God forb:d. 

33. Men of Wiſdom, Micah 6. 9. The 
wicked are Mad, Eccle/.9. 3. A#7.26. 
11. Notthemſelves, Luke 15. 17, 

Now ſhall, EXC. God furbid, 

34. Merciful, Matth. 5.7. Pal. 37.26. 
The wicked are Uninerciful and cruel, 

Matth. 25. 42,43. Now 


rim 
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Now ſhall, &c. God forbid. 

35. Mourners, Maith, 5. 4. The wicked 
are all for Mirth, carnal Mirth, 1ſa.22. 
13. Amos 6.5, 06, 

Nuw ſhall, ec. God forbid. 
N, 


36. New creatures, 2 Cor. 5. 17. The 
wicked are Old in lin ; of ſome 'cis ſaid 
tliey were Old in Adulteries, Ezek.23. 
43. Corrupt nature in them is called 
the Oid man, Epheſ. 4. 22. 

Now ſhall, cc. God forbid. 
Q. 

37. Old Diſciples, ſo ſome are called, A. 
21.16. And Fathers, 1 Joh. 2. 13. 
Sume are Young, raw, unexperienced 
Proicflors. . 

Aud ſha:LQId Diſciples corform to 
thi? G rbid. : 

38 Ovad.cnt, Rom.6.17. The wicked 
are called Diſobedient, Tir. 1.- 15. 
1 Tim. 1.9. 

Now ſhall, &c. God forbid. 
P 


39 Precious , er. 15. 19. Ia. 43. 4 
Excellent, Plal. 16. 3, Precious Suns 
of Sion , Lam. 4.2. The wicked arc 
Vile, Jer.15. 19. The wicked are cal- 

led Vile pertons, Pſal.1 5.4. Dan.i1.21. 

C5 


Now 


34 MNon-contozmity 
Now ſhall, &c. Godforbi4. 
), 

40. Quiet, Plal. 35. 20. according to ihe 
injunRion given, 1 Theſ. 4. 13. The 
wicked are unquiet like the troubled 
Sea which cannot reit, Jſa. 57. 20. 
Given to change, Yrov 24.21. And 
bulie Bodies in other mens matters, 
L Pet. 4.15, 2 Theſ..3. 11. 

Now thall, on God furbid. 


41, Righteo'r, Marth. 13. 13, Ifa, 3. 10. 
Matth. 25.46. The wicked are Un- 
righteous , 1 Cor..6. 9g, Enemies of 
Righteouſneſs, A. 3. 10. 

Now ſlaall,, 6. God forbid. 

47+ Redeened of the Lord, Iſa, 62. 12. 
The wicked are Forſaken, left in Bon» 
dage, ib;d. And Reprobate Silyer, re- 
xQRed of God, 7er.6, 30. 

Now ſhall, .c+c. God forbid. 
S 


43- SanGiped in Chrift, 1 Cor. 1. 2. 
Saints, Saints of the moft High, Dan. 
7.25; 27. The Holy people, 11a. 62.12. 
A Haly Nation, Per.2.9, The wicked 
are Unboly and Profane, 1:Tim. 1.'9, 
2 Tim, 3.2. Bruic beaſts, 2 Pet. 2. 12. 
Swine, Maith. 7.6. ; 

Now 
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Now ſhall, &c. God forbid, 


44. Cervants of the moſt high God, Dan, 


3.26, AR. 16. 17. The wicked ate 
the Servants of Sin, Rom. G. 17. and of 
divers Luſts, Tit. 3-3. 
And thall, &c. God forbid. 
45. Spiritual men, 1 Cor. 2. 15. The 
wicked, Natural men, 1 Cer. 2. 14. 
And Ihall, &-c. God forbid. 
46 Springs, a Fountain ſealed, Cant.4.12. 
The wicked are Wells without Water, 
S Fw, 23-13% | 
And ſhall, c>c. God forbid. 
) T 


4”. Treaſure, yea Gods peculiar Treaſure, 
Plal. 135. 4 The wicked are called 
Droſs, F/al. 119. 119. 

Now ſhal), &c. God forbid. 

48. Trees planted by the water fide which 
bring forth fruit, Pſal. 1.3. The wicked 
zre Trees without fruit, twicedead,fc. 
Inde 12. ; "62 

And ſhall, cc. God forbid. + '? 

49. Temples of God, wherein God, Chri#f, 
and bis Spirit dwels. ' 1. God, 1 Joh. 
4. 12. 13,15. '2. Chrift, Epheſ.3.17. 
3. The Spirit, Rom. 8.11. The wicked 
are the Synagogue of. Satan, Rev, 2.9. 
& 3.9. wherein the Devil rules, Eph. 
S» 3. And 
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And ſhall, &c. Gad forbid. 
Y 


50. Veſſels of Gold and Silver, 2 Tim. 2. 
20. Fhe wicked are called Veſlcls of 
Wood and Earth, bid. 

And ſhall, cc. God forbid. 

Si. Vines, Noble Vines, Jer.2.21. The 
wicked are called Degererate Plants, 
ibid. 

And ſhall, &c. God forbid. 

52. Undefiled, Pial,119.1. Pure in heart, 
Matth. 5. The wicked are filthy, Rev. 
22. 11. 

Now ſhall, &-c. God forb:2. 
w., 

$3. Wheat. Matth, 3:12. The wicked 
are Chaff, Marth. 3.12. Zepb. 2. 2. 
and Tares, Matth. 13. 18. 

Now ſhall, cc. God forbid. 
$4. Wiſe in Heart , Prov. 10. 8. The 
wicked arePrating fools, Prov. 10.8. 
Now ſhall, &c. God forbid. | 
$5. Wiſe Virgins, Matth.25.2,3.4: The | 
wicked called fooliſh Virgins, ibid. 
Now fhall, &c. God forbid. 

36. Work»anſhip of God, Epheſ.2.10. The 
wicked are the workmanſhip of the De- 
vil, 7Zoha 8.44. 

Now (hall, cc. God forbid. 

Fourthly, 


Ic 


to the Wozld. 37 


Fourthly , How God. is affeRted and 
car: ies towards this world, which youare 
beleeched not to conform to. 

I. His ſcul bates ther, Plal. 11.5. 

2. He i angry with them every day, 
Pſal. 7. 11. 

3. He reſiſicth th-m, Jam. 4.6. 1 Per. 


4. He hides his face fren them, and will 
not hear them Ila. 59. 2, Jer. 14. 12. 
5. He puts them away like droſs, Pal. 
119, 119. 
6. He will conſume them, Jer. 14. 12. 
Rain ſaares, Fire and Brimſtone upon 
them, Pal. 11.6. 
2 Deſtroy them, Plal. 145. 20. 
Turn them into Hell, Pal. 9. 16. 
Now will you who profeſs your ſelves 
to be the people of God, and to be be- 
loved of God, conform to thoſe whom 
Gods ſoul hates; with whom he is angry 
every day; whom he reliſteth, cc. 
Will you conform to thoſe towards whom 
he thus carries himſelf ? God forbid, 


Fifthly, How the world carries, and 
is affected towards you who are diſlwaded 
from this conformity. 


I, They 
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1- Tbry hate and abhor you, Job.15.1g. 
Prov, 29. 27. according to that antient 
ſen:ence, Gen. 3.15. 

2. Theyſcorn you, Plal. 44. 13. & 79. 
4. job 30. r. 

3. They [coff at you, Gen, 21. 9. Lam. 
I, 

4. They make ſongs upon you, Job 30. 
9, 10. 

F. They ſſeak evil of you, 1 Pet. 4. 4. 

6. They ſeperate fromyou, and will not 
conform to you rn God: wayes. 

And will you cor form to theſe ? what 
ro thoſe that hate you, fcorn you, ſcoff at 
you, make ſongs upon you, ſpeak evi} of 
you, and ſeparate from you in Gods way:+? 
Will you conform to theſe in the Devils 
. ways? God forbid. 

Q birs ler thera return to you, but do 
not you return to them, Jey. 15.19. 


Three ſorts wake up this evil World : 


Valuptuous. 
The 3 Coveto't. 
Prend, 


Be not conformed to either, 
r. 1 beſeech you by the mercies of God be 
not conformed to the voluptaons of this world. 
; There 


re 
' 
( 
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4 


There are that, 


Attire, Aorn, dreſs and habit themſelves 


ro drawthe Eyes of others to behold 
them , after the example of Tamar, 
Gey. 38. 14. who pur off her widdows 
garment, and put on ſomething the ber- 
cer to allure her Father in Law. Sece 
Prov. 6. 10, 

But I beſeech you who make profeſſion 
of Religion, by the mercies of God, be not 
conformed to ſuch. = 

B ; 


There are that, 


Burn in luſt one toward another, men with- 


men, working that which is unſeem]y, 
Rom. 1.27. abuting themſelves with 
mankind, 1 Cor. 6. 9. Theſe ſhall nor 
inherit the Kingdom» of God, | 
Wherefore 1 beſeech you by the merciex 
of God, be rot conformed to theſe, 
C 


There are thar, 


Caſt their Eyes on beautiful objeRs, af- 


terthe example of Joſephs Miſtriſs, Ger, 
39. 7+ 
But Ibeſeech you by the mercies of 
God be not conformed 19 ſuch. 
Feed oot your Eyes with ſuch objeRs. 
: Give 
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Give not your eyes leaic to luok, fur 
tha: may prove very Gangercus. AS "is 
ſaid in another caſe, Remember Lots wile ; 
So I fay in this, Remember Uavid, whit 
his looking on a beautiful woman coit 
him, 2 $4”. 11.2. with ſal. fi. And 
Sampſon, 'n#i7. 14.1, 2. & 16. 1. what 
his looks colt tim: Yea and our Grand- 
merher Eve, wl at | oking on the forbid- 
den fruic colt her, Gn. 3.6. Pray rl;ere. 
fore as David, Pſal. 119. 37. Turn away 
mine eyes from b:holding vanity. Andco 
as /ob, chap. 31.1. dake 4 covenant with 
Jour eyes. 

D 


There are that, 

Drink waters out of their 6wn Ceclterns, 
as they are allowed, Prov. 5. 15. but 
they Drink immodecatcly, and unſea- 
ſorably out of their own, 1 Cor. 7. 5. 
and onely to pleaſe chemſelyes, northat 
they may be tlie fitter to ſerve God 
thereby. 

But I beſeech you by the mercies of 
God be not conformed to theſe. 
E 


There are that, 
Eat and drink roo much; too much for 
their Realth, Eſtates, Reaſon, Work, 
. and 
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and Imployment. For their Health, 
impairing that thereby, Prov. 23. 29. 
For their Eſtates, waſting them rthere- 
by, Prov. 23. 20, 21. For their 
Reaſon, weakning that thereby. For 
their Work and Imployment, hinder- 
ing that thereby. Theſe muſt look for 
woe 'and ſorrow, Read Prev. 23.29, 
to end, & 1 Cor.6. 9. 

Wherefore I beſeech you that make 
profeſſion, by the mercies of God, be not 
conformed to _ | 


There are that, 


Frequent Stage-plaies, 
G 


There are that, 


Gaze on wanton Pictures, which provokes 


to luſt, See Exzek, 23. 14, to 18. 
H 


Hearken to wanton Songs and Ballats, 
I 


[dle out their thae. This was Sodoms fin, 


Eztk, 16.49. And Davids too, when 
7oab was belieging Rabba, 2 Sam.11.12. 
and an occalion of his uncleanneſs. 
Other evils of it ſee, Prov. 19. 15. 
Eccleſ.10. 18. 

Wherefore I beſeech you be not con- 
formeato theſe. Keep 
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K. 

Kee; company with ſuſpeRed perſons ,con- 
trary to the charge, Prov. 5.8, 9, 
IO, 11» Remove thy way far from ther, 
and come n0t near the door of ber houfe. 

But 1 beſeccb you that vanthe profeſſion 

be not conformed to theſe ; bur do as 7o- 

ſeph, Gen. 39. 10. who would nor be 

with bis Miſtrif6. 
oO 
There -are thar, 

Love Pleaſures more then God, 2 Tim. ' 

3. 4. ſuch ſhall be poor, Prov. 21. 12. 
Wherefore be not conformed to theſe. 

Bat feeios ſome Pleaſures and Recteati> 
ons are lawful, wherein docs the world 
offend in and about them ? 

Anſwer , They offend in and abont 
them in reſpe& of the Matter, Time, and 
End of them. 

Firſt, In reſpe& of the Matter. The 
world makes thar the matter of Sport and 
Recreation, which ſhould be the matter of 
Devotion and Humiliation. 

1. That which ſhould be the matter of 
Devotion, as Scripture, Lots. 

Firlt, Scripture phraze and flory, This 
is a taking of Gods name 14 vain, which 
God will not ſuffer tro go unpuniſhed , 
Exed, 
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Exed. 20, To have the Scripture is a rich 
mercy, ſal. 147.19, 20. Rom. 3.1, 2+» 
& 9. 4. 

Wherefore I beſeech you by this mercy 
of God, be not conformed to the world in 
ſporting your ſelves with Scripture. 
Secondly, Lots. A lot is a Religious 

ordinance of God, becauſe ir is -an ap- 
Ealing to Divine providence, what ever 
the matter be about which 'tis converſant, 
Prov. 16. 33. And therefore that di- 
ſintion of «Lots into Religious, Civil, 
and Indifferear, will not falve the bulineſs, 
as ſome Divines think ; All lots being Re- 
ligious as they are an appealing ro Divine 
providence. 

Queſt. Jf the Queſtion ſhould be arhed 
whither Card-playing, and Dice-playing be 
a fin? 

Pw, I anſwer, That as Carding and 
Dicing are commonly uſed, iris fin; and 
I think 1 have good ground ſo to anſwer ; 
for as *tis commonly uſed, 'tis a ſwerving 
from Scripture rules. To Inſtance in ſome 
known Rules, | 

Firſt, Whatſoever ts not of faith & fin, 
Rom, 14. 23, Now will any fay that 
Carding and Dicing as commonly uſed is 
cone in faith , with aſſurance that it is 
plealing ro God in Chuilt, Second- 
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Secondly, Woatſoever ye do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord }eſiu, 
giving thanks ro God and the Father by him, 
Col. 3.17. Now who can fay that Car- 
Cing and Diciog as commonly uſed is thus 
done, 

Thirdly, Whetber ye eat or drink, or 
whatſoever elſe ye do, do all to the glory of 
God, 1 Cor. 10. 31. Now do you think 
12 your Conſciences that Carding and Di- 
cing, as commonly uſed, is done to the 
Slory of God? 

Fourthly, In every thing, by prayer and 
ſupplication with thanksgiving, let your re« 
queſts be made known to God, Phil. 4. 6, 
Now is it thus uſed, and if nor, 1s it ac- 
cording to the rule? 

Fifthly, Give ne offence to Jew or Gen- 
tile, or the Church of God, 1 Cor, 10. 32, 
Is no offence given by it ? 

Sixihly, Whatſoever i of Good report 
think of and do, Phil. 4. 8. Is Carding 
and Dicing of good report ? 

Seventhly, Abſtain fron all appearance 
of ecil, x Theſ. 5. 22. Sure Carding and 
Dicing bath the appearance of evil. 

Eighthly , Avoi4 all occaſions of ſon , 
Prov.23.21. & 4.14, 15. & 5 8, Doub:; 
leſs 'tis che occaſion of much lin, : 
Ninthly, 
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Ninthly, Thox ſhalt not covet any thing 
that is thy neighbours, Exod. 20. 17. Now 
as commonly uſed, ſure there is covecing * 
in it. 

Tenthly, Tho (þ.ult not go beyond or de- 
frand thy Brother in any matter, 1 The, 
4.6. As'tis commonly uſed, 'iis a breach 
of this Rule alſo. 

Secondly , That which ſhould be the 
matter of Humiliation, the world makes 
matter of Sport and Recreation, wiz. Sin, 
and the Judgments of God. 

Firſt, Sin : As, 

I. Mens living withour a calling, to 
make ſport. 

2. Mens wearing womens apparel. 

3. Mens playing the fool and ating to 
make ſport, as if they had no underſtand- 
ing. Thus to do is fin, and lin is matter 
of ſorrow and humiliation , and to take 
pleaſure in that which is matter of ſorrow, 
muſt needs be lin. 

Secondly, The Judgments of God : As, 

1. Fooliſhneſs and madneſs, 1 Sam.21. 
14,15. 

2. The enmity. between the creatures 
cauſed by mans lin. Now to take plea- 
lurein theſe, is to take picaſure in thoſe 
things. which are matier of ſorrow and 
humiliation. | Now 
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Now 1 heſercb you that are profeſſors» 

by the mercics of God, be not you con- 

orMed to the world in-theſe things. 

Thus you fee the world offends in and 
about Pleaſures and Recxeations, in re. 
ſpe of the Matter. 

2. The world offends in and about then - 
in reſpe&t of Time, too much being ſpent 
in and about them, viz. whole dayes and 
nights, contrary to Epheſ. 5. 16. 

3. In reſpect of the End, Gods glory 
not being aimed at, as it ſhonld be incvery 
thing, 1 Cor. 10. 31. P 

M 


There are that, 

Mince as they go, Ila. 3.16. ſo as tobr 
taken notice of, and: to take carnal af 
fections: See Marth. 14. 6. 

But I beſeech you that profeſs Religia Qu 
be nat conformed = ſuch. ; 


| Neigh after others Wives , Jer. 5. 8.4 n 
| I3. 27. This is abomination , Exc| 

| 22.11. Ardſuch perſons God will judg Ree: 
| - Heb. 13.4. 1.41 
| Wherefare. I beferch you" be not .co 1 
formed. to ſuch. E 


O. 
Open thei feet tothemrhat paſſethby, Exel 01 
W- . 
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> 16.25. yeatheir Breaſts, which is more 
con- {empring. 
This King Zames called opening the ſhop 
and windows, as if they had a mind ro ſell. 
| Xe But be not conformed toſuch. 
P 


hem Pender, Patch, and Paint , after the ex- 
peni awple of 7ez.abel, 2 King, 9. 30, and 
and Thoſe Jer. 4. 30. Exch, 23. 40. But God 
| threatens Go ſend: ſtench inſtead of ſweet 
lory ſmell, Iſa. 3. 24. 
very T berefare be not conformed to ſuch. 
Prati:6e-or are preſent at Dancihgs, con- 
demned, Job 2.1. Þ, 32. Iſa. 3. 16, 
AMatth. 14.6. 
to bt Be. not conformed to ſuch. 


al af Q. 
There are that, 
ligia Quit all ſhame and medeſty, likexthoſe, Jer, 


3. Þ 
| © But I beſeech you Profeſſors, by the 
'$. 8! merciesof God, be not conformed to them. 


Exel R. 
judy Readsll Books, Play-books, &:c. words and, 
- 7 4 matters which corrupt good manners, 
t .co- 2 Corc 15.33. and 1is- pot: convenient, 
Eph. 5:4. 
wn Rule» Fpheſ. 4. x9. Andie 
26: ot conformed elſwsh. 

,E - i o 1 
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S. 


Seck mixt Wine, Prov. 23. 30, 
T 


T arry long at the Wine, Prov. 23. 30. 


But I beſeech you be not conformed to 


theſe. 


U. 
Uſe their Chriſtian liberty for. occaſion to 


the fleſh, Gal. 4. 13. 


That take occa- 


ſion from the doQrine of Chriſtian li- 


berty, to become licentious; uling 
their liberty as acloak of naughtineh, 
'1 Pet.:2.16. 


But be not m—_— to ſuch. 


Wander or —_ too much in Fields or 


tinence, or unclean-praQtices 
theſe Scriptures. 


7.26. 1Cor. 5.9, & 6.9, 10. Rev. = 
& 22.15. 


Streets , 


after the example of Dina, 


Gen. 34. 2. and the ſtrange woman, 


Prov. 7. 12. 


But I beſeech you Profeſſors , by th 
wmercies of God, be not confermid to ſuch 


Let ſuch as have temprations to Incon- 


conlide! 


Prov. 2.18, 19. & 5. 3; 4.3% 6; W 
I4. & 6. 26, 32, 33. & 7.21;to tl 
end. & 22.14, &23.27«4"8& 29-3. Ecclt 


mn to 
CCa- , 


ling 


nels, 


s or 
na, 
man, 


th 
Yuck 


NCor- 
\(ider 


8} t 
o th 
SEcle, 
21.4 
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No whoremonger, nor unclean perſon hat i 
any inheritance in the Kingdom of Chriſt 
and of God, Ephel. 5. 5. ; 

Wherefore let no man decewve you with 
vain words ; for becauſe of ; | things 
cometh the wrath of Go1 upon the dren of 
diſobedience, Ephel. 5. 6. 


Diſwaſives from ſenſual pleaſures. 


I, They war again# the foul , 1 Pet. 
2, 11+ 
2. They hinder the knowledge of the truth, 
2 Tim. 3.6, 7. , 
3. They eat out all pleaſure in and love 
of God, 2 Tim. 3.4. - 
N 4. They choke the ſeed of the word, Luke 
« 14. | 
5. They keep from coming to the great 
Supper, Luke 14. 20, 
6. They take away the heart fron all that 
is good, Hol. 4.. 11. 
7. They are but for a ſeaſon, Heb. 11. 


t 


8. They end in ſorrow, Prov. 21. 17. 
& 14. 3, 

Adams pleaſurable eating forbidden 
fruit, ended ia ejection out of Paradice. 


D Eſan's 
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E/au's broth, ended in the loſs of his 
birthright. | 
” 2_m__ honey, in the hazard of his 
ife. 
7nd.u his ſop, in the Devils entring in- 
to him. 
n r—_ golden cup, in her down- 
all, 
9. They are madneſs and folly, Ecclel. 
* , &f + WF + 
IO. The love of them ſpeaks the power of 
godlineſs wanting, 2 Tim. 3.5. 
Wherefore 1 again beſeech you, be not 
conformed tro this world in . che. loving 
of ſenſual pleaſures. | 
I wiſh you ſuch a light as:Afvſcs had of 
the heavenly recompence, and then 1 am 
ſure you would love them no more then 
hedid, Heb. 11, 25,26. 


Secondly, Canform not. ts the Cove. 

tous world. TS. 
You read of Coyetous pradtices, '2 Pet. 
21. 14. | 
1 beſeech you, by the mercies of God, be 

not conformed to the world in them. 

This Dehortation to you that make 
profeffion of Religion, is not without 
need ; For, 
; I. Pro+ 


It 
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1. Profeſſors have been deeply guilty 
of covetouſneſs ; as Ezekzels . hearers , 
Ezek. 33-31, 32. The Scribes and Pha- 
riſees who faſted ofr, prayed long , and 
gave much almes, Matth. 2.3. 14? 7 udas. 

2. Chriſt warns his own Diſciples 
againit it, Lake 12.15, & 21. 34, 

3. Saint Jobs writes to thoſe that were 
Fathers in Chriſts School, ro take heed 
of it, 1 fob, 2.15. 

And have you not need to be dehorted 
from it? Sure you have. 

I ſhall therefore in a beſeeching way 
apply my ſelf unto you. 


A. 
There are fome that, 

t, Abound in wealth, have abundance of 
all good things, and want nothing, and 
yet have not power to eat thereof, 
Eccleſ. 6.1, 2, But are cruel to them- 
ſelves, denying themſelves meat, drink, 
apparel , reſt and fleep; and cruel co 
their families, denying them things con- 
venient. 

Theſe ſure are a part of the covetons 
world ; And I beſeech you by th: mer- 
cics of God, be not conformed to them. 


D 2 Baild 
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B. 

2. Build by unrighteouſneſs and wrong, Jer, 
22.13. wherein ſee the latter part of 
the ver/. and fam. 5. 4. 

But I beſeech you, &c. be not confor- 
med 19 theſe. 


, Cumber themſelves about the many things 
of the world, fo that they cannot ſpare 
time for the ſervice of God in the clo- 
ſetor family, Zke 10. 41. 

Theſe alſo are part of this covetous 
world ; And I beſeech you by the mercies 
of God be net conformed to them, 

D 


Al 


+. Deviſe covetow things and prattices, 
Ifa. 32.7. 2 Pet. 2. 14. 
But Ibeſeech, &c. bs not conformed to 
theſe. 
$. Deal falſely , Jer. 8. 10. uling falſe 
words, lying toget gain, which uv, &c. 
Prov. 12.22. 
And falſe weights, which are abomina- 
ti0n to the Lord, Prov. 11.1, & 20. 


23. 
And falſe oathes which God bates, 
Zech. 8. 17. 
And falſe accuſation, a way of get- 
tiog which ſome take, 


'Tis 


{ 


ſer, 


t of 
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'Tis like Zachews was guilty of it, for 
faichhe, Luke 19. 8. If, &c. 
E 


6; Whoſe Eyes and Heart are not but for 


their cavetouſneſs , and for oppreflion 
and violence to do it, watching oppor- 
tunities; as when men are in diſtreſs 
and neceſfity , they work upon» mens 
neceſſities, to ger what bargains they 
pleaſe, 7er. 22.17. 

But I beſeech you, &C. be not con- 
formed to thoſe. 


7. Forget to do good, and communicate ; 


chongh charged not to forget it, Heb. 
13. 16, or 1f they do any thing this. 
way, 'tis ſpariagly, grudgingly ; con- 
trary to the charge, 2 Cor.9.6,7, Too 
like him, 1 Sam. 25.10, 11, 36. For- 
ſake the poor, 7ob JO. 19. 

But I beſeech yo#t , &c, be nat con- 
formed to theſe. 
Do any forget to ſow their Land, gt 


Seed time? 


G 


8. Some are Given to covetouſneſs, Jer.6. 


13. Greedvof gain, Proy.1.19. 1 Tim. 
3.3- Are immoderate in their delires 
after riches, thirſting like the horſleechz 

D 3 Ever 
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Ever crying ge, give, Prov. 30.15. 
And in their Joy and Grief alſo. 

In their Joy,inthe enjoying of them, 
as He, Luk- 12. 19. 

In their Grief, in parting with them, 
as that young man, Matrh. 19. 21, 


Bue I beſeech you, &Cc. be not conformed 
eo theſe. 
H. 


9. Hard men, reaping where they have not 
fawn, and gathering where they have not 
ftrawed , Matth, 25. 24. 

But Ibeſeech you, &c. be not c1nform- 
abletotheſe, 


j 
10. 7oyn houſe to houſe Iſa. 5.8. 


11, Keep bad company to get gain, Prov, 
7.14, 15, 16. contrary to the counſel 
of che Holy Ghoft : here and Prov. 4. 
14, 15. 

Some plead they ſhall have no Trade 

unleſs they do fo. ; 

But Ibeſeech you, &c. be not conform- 
able to theſe. 


12. Lade themſelves with thick, clay or mare, 


burden , pollu:e , and entangle them- 
| _ ſelves, 


10 
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ſelves, in taking, raking, and ranſa- 
king for riches, Habak, 2.6. Some lade 
their Carts ſo much, that they either 
itick,” or break all. 
But I beſeech you, &C.. be not You cor;- 
formed. 
M, 

13. Makes Gold their hope, Fob 31. 24. 
Their jirong City, Prov. 10.15, Truſt- 
ing in their abundance , Plalm 52, 7. 
Contrary to-the charge, 1 Tn. 6. 17, 
and to their ruine, Prov. 11, 28, 

T herefore I beſecch you, &e. 

I4. Mind earthly things, Phil. 3. 19. 
Heavenly things are not in all their 
thoughts. 

But 1beſeech you, 8&c. be not conform- 
abie, KC, 


N. 

15. Never are ſatisfied. Though he bave 
neither Child nor Brother, &c. Tet 
there is no erd of hts labour, nor ts his eye 
ſertsfied withriches , Ecclel, 4; 8. 

But 1 beſeech you, &C. be not conform- 
ed, &c. 


O. 

16. Overreach, go beyond, and defraud: 
one another in dealing and barganing ; 
gh1s Is prohibired, 1 Theſ., 4. 6. 

-D. 4 There= 


Y 
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Therefore I beſeech you, &c. be not 
conformed to theſe. 
P 


17, Plead Poverty, deb.s and family ex- 
pences, when any thing is delired or 
required for a pious, charitable or 
righteous uſe, though there be enough 
for pleaſure and pride. 

But I, &c. be not conformable, &c. 


18. Are Querulous, complainers, Fxd.16, 
never content with their condition, 
with what they have, contrary to the 
charge given us, Heb.13.5. 

But I beſeech you, &c, be not conform: 
able, &c. 
R 


19. Run greedily after the error of Baalam, 
for reward, Jud. 11. Adulterating or 
corrupting the dorine of Truth for 
filthy lucre ; unlike to Paul, 2 Cor. 2. 
17 


Bur I, &Cc. be not conformable, &Cc. 
S. 

20. Speak_moſtly of the world, 1 Joh. 4.5. 
And of the earth, Joh. 3. 31. whoſe 
language is, who will ſhew u# any good, 
Pſal. 4.6. Who will ſhew us, how we 
may get goods and riches? 


Fu 
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But 1 beſeech, &c. be not conformable, 
CFC. 
21. Serve Mammon, Matth. 6. 24. 
But I, &c. be not, &C. 
22 Study gain more then godlineſs, being 
godly only for the ſake of gain, 1 Tom. 
6. 5. 


5 
Bat I, &c. be not, &C, 
x if 
23. Turn aſide after lucre, 1 Sam, 8. 3. 
Contrary to the charge, Demt. 16. 19. 
Take away the right from the poor, 1a. 
WT N 
But Ibeſeech, &C. be not you, &Cc. 
: u 


24. Venture the ſalvation of their Souls for 
this preſens world, as Demas did, 2 Tim. 
4 10. 

But I, &c. be not, &Cc. 
w 


25. Wiſh the Sabbath over, that they ma 
be getting ſomething of the world, 
Amos 8. 4., 5, 6. 

But I, &c. be not, &c. 

26. Will be rich, 1Tim,6.9, 10, thow:h 
they fall into, &c. 

But I, &C. be not, &c. 


D s Diſwe- 
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Diſwaſrues from conformity to this Co» 
Veto world, 


I. They that do, and are covetou: like 
[te world, are hated, abhorred of God, 
Pſal. 10. 3. 

2. Sorely threatned, I/a. 5.8. /ſa.10, 
I, 2. ob 20. 15,19, 20. & 27.16, 17, 
18, 

3. The word wiil do you no good 
wailes ſuch, March. 13.22, Exch. 33.31. 
Mark. 4 18, 19. 


4. You are in Gods account Idolater , 


Col. 3.5. Eph. 5.5. 

5. You will be troublers of your houſe, 
Prov. 15. 27. 

6. No lin will be ſtrained ar, if you 
Sive way to be coverous, for coveronſneſs 
zs the reot of all evil, 3 Tim. 6. 10. Thou 
mailt be.a /udas, Matth. 26. 15. An 
Anamas, Att. F. 2. 

7. Thy heart is in danger to be hard- 
ned; covetous men ſeldom repent, fer. 
2.31, 1Theſ.2.5. 


$. Saints muſt have no fellowſhip with 


you, 1Cor.F. 11. 
9. Youmut not go to heaven, 1 Cor. 


6. 1©, 
Thirdly, 


10 


to 
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Thirdly , Conform not to this Proud 
world. 
Corrupt and ſinful man is a proud 
Creature, Proud all over. 
Preul, 


Firſt, In ſpeech, Pſal. 12.4. Speaking 


pr oud.y. 


1. Againit God, Dan. 7. 25. Rev. 
13,6. :nd with Pharaoh laying, who is 
the Lora? 

2. Againit his People , P/al. 31. 18. 
Speaking grievous things proudly againſt 
'  _ 

Secondly, In heart, Pſal. 101.'5.. Iſa, 
9% 9. Prov, 21.4. ſtout, ſtiff , unyield- 
ns, 

"Th ſe are abomination to the Lord, Prov. 
I6. 5. 

Thirdly, In ſpirit, high minded, Eccl. 
».0 


"' Fourthly, In look, Prov. 16. 17. & 
21. 4. 

Fifchly, In geſture, J/a. 3. 16. 

Sixthly, In deed, Pſal. 31.23. Exod. 
18.11, 

Be not conformed to the world herein. 


This Dehortation is not without need 
to you Profeſlors. 


The 
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The Beſt have been and are prone to it 
. 7oſephs Brethren, Gen. 37. 8. 
: . Aaron and Miriam, Num. 12.1,2 
. David, 2. Sam. 24.1 2,4. 
- Vzxaa, 2 Chron, 26.16, 19, 
. Hezckiab, 2 Chron. 32. 25. 


Sa +Þ w H » 


34- 
A. 
There are that, 
Aﬀett high places, uppermoſt roon's in thi 
Synagogues, Natth, 23.6. 
Chriſts own Diſciples were contending 


about this; Matrh. 18;'1. & 20. 21; 22. 


Luke 22. 24; 25, 26. Contrary to the 

charge, Gal. 5. 26. 

Bwt I beſecch you that Profeſs reli 7101, 
by the mercies of God, be not conformed tv 
theſe: 

B. 

Boaſl themſelves, a. 37. 12,13. & 10. 
$8, ro 12. Plal.10.3. Amos6. 13: Dan. 
4. 30» Luke 12. 18; 19, Contrary to 
Ptov. 27. 1; 2. | 


Some Boatt of their Will, the Armins | 


An! 
Some of their Reaſon, the Sociniaxs. 
Some of their Reyelations; the Ana- 
baptiſfts, 
- Some 


. The Apoſtles of Chriſt, Mark 9. 


—” 


P, 


to 
Ss 
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Some of Perfection and Sufferings, the 


nakers. 

Some of Traditions and Miracles, the 
Papiſts. 

Some of Gifts and Priviledges, Rom . 
2.17, &c. fob, 8. 33,41. 

But I beſeech you, &C. 

Build with hewen ſtone, when, 8c. Iſa. 
$.9, 10. 

9. 4. That are ſo far from Repenting 
when. corrected, that they harden their 
hearts more and more ; So Mal. 1.4. 

But I beſeech you, &c. 
C 


Covert to be ſeen of men in what they do, 
Matth. 23.5. Contrary to Matth.6. 
I,2, 3, 3+ 

But. Ibeſeech you, &c. 
D 


Difpleaſed with the Praiſe of others, Matth. 
21. 15. Deſpiſe others, Luke 18. 9g. 
But Tbeſeech you, &Cc. 
E 


Eſtabliſh their own FF ghteonſneſs, Rom.10. 
3. Luke 18. 9. 
But I beſeech you, &Cc. 
F 


Fortifie themſelves in the Rocks, &C. Obad. 
3.4. Flatter themſelves with outward 
adyantages and accommodations.” Byz 
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But 1 beſeech you, &C. 
G 
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Give not God the glory, but themſelves, 
AR. 12.23. butconlider hisend. And 
your duty. 1 /-l. 115. 1. 

IWhc ref are ] beſcech you, XC. 
H. 

Hauzhbty ſcorners who deal in proud wrath, 

| Prov. 21. 24. Caſting alide acmoni- 
tions, with diſdain and conempr, 

But I beſeech yeu, &Cc. 

Hearts liſted up becauſe of their Riches, &c. 
2 Chron, 32.25, 27. Contrary to the 
caution, Dcut. 8. 13. The wprivheneſs 
of ſuch hearts may be queſtioned, Habak. 
2.4. 

Wherefore Tbeſecch you, &C. 
I 


Intrude into things they have not ſeen, Col. 

2.18. Either, 

1. Inthe Scriptures. 

2. With their bodily Eyes. 

3. By the Light of ſound Reaſon.' Yet 
venture upon It, as tiicy upon the wor- 
ſhipping of Angels. 

But I beſeeeh3ou, &C. 
K 


Korabs that ſer themſelves againſt Gods 
meſſengers, Nunb. 16.3. 


But 1, &C. Lean 


| 
| 


My Foy bag 


we 


| 
| 
| 
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Lean to their own os Con- 
trary to che Rale, Prov. 3. 5,7. Paul 
would have ſuch to become fools that they 
might be wiſe, 1 Cor. 3.18, 

Wherefore I beſeech you, &C. 

Lovers of praiſe and applauſe, Mat.2 3.7. 

Lovers of prcheminence, 3 Ep. Joh. 9. 

Lofty biek lookers , Prov. 30.13. Such 
was not David, Fſal.131.1. nor would 
he ſuffer fuch, P/al. 101. 5. 

But tir * 12 &c. 


Magnifie themſelves, Luke 18. 11, 12. 
Contrary to Phil. 2. 3. 
But 1 beſeech you, &C. 
N 


Never think to be moved, like her, viz. 
Babilon , Ia. 47. 7. Good men too 
prone to this; as David, Pfal. 30. 6. 
and ob, chap. 29. 18, 19. 

Wherefore I _ you, &Cc. 


Offended with theſe that are not at their beck 
and conmand, Num. 22 37. 
But I hbeſeech you, &c. 
Offer violence to the Lords Prophets, 2 King. 
21.9, 11, 
Baz I beſeech you, &C. 


Perſe. 
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P. 
Perſecute the poor , Plal. 10. 2. Hiding 
ſnares for them, Plal. 140. 5. 
Puft up by their fleſhly mind ; 1. Unſandi- 
tied mind : 2. Gifts of the mind, as 


Wit, Knowledge, Eloquence, Memo- | 


ry, Col. 2. 18. 
Pure in their own eyes, Prov. 30, 11, Iſa, 
65.5. 
But I beſeech you, &c, 


Quarrel and contend , ever ſtirring u) 
ſtrife, Prov. 28. 25. 
But I beſeech you, &C. 
R 


Rejeft the Lord as Pharaoh, Exod. 5.2, and 
thoſe, Luke 19. 14. 
Riſe up againſt bis people, Plal. 124. 2, 5. 
But Ibeſeech you, &C. 
S 


Seeck.and ſearch their own glory; contrary 
to Prov. 25.27. 
Shew their fine things, 2 King. 20. 13. 


Smite the Lerds Prophets, 2 Chron. 18. | 


23. 
That Scorn and contemn, Plal. 123. 4. 
But I beſeech you, &Cc. 
T 


Think of themſelves more bighly then they 
og ht, 


| 
: 


= 
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enught. Think themſelves tobe ſometbing 
when they are nothing, Gal, 6. 3. Con- 
trary to Rom. 12.94. 

Truſt in their Treaſures, Jr. 49. 4. 

But I beſeech you, &C. 
u 


Uſurp the Prieſts office ; as 2 Chron, 26, 
16, 
But 1 beſeech you, &C, 
w 


Walk, with ſtretched por necks, Wa, 3. 16. 
Will not ſeek after God, Pſal. 10. 4. 
But I beſeech you, &c. 


Hear and give ear, and be not proud ;, 
for the Lord hath ſpoken, Jer. 13. 15: 
what, ſee v. 9, &c, Therefore give glory 
toGod, 1. Acknowledge his judgments 
and threats to be Righteous, and heartily 
turn to God; otherwiſe God will mar 
your pride. 

Diſſwaſeves from Pride. 

Firſt, Ag = it has very bad 
companions: As, 

I. Naughtineſs of heart, 1 Sam.17.28. 

2. A froward mouth, Prov. 8. 13. 

3. Jldleneſs, P, 

4. ora cifulneſs, C Ezek. 16, 49. 

5. Contention, Prov.13, 10, 

6. Hard- 
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6. Hardned mind, Dan. 5. 20. 
7. An cevil eye, F : 
8. Blaſthemy, © MEE, 22: 
More, ſee Prov. 6.17, &c. 
Secondly, God knows them afar off , 
has no reſpeR for them, will have no com- 
munion with-chem, Pſal. 138. 6. 
Thirdly, God hates and abominates pride, 
Prov, 6. 16,17. & 16G. 5, 
Fourthly, The proud err from Gods com- 
mardnents, and are curſed, Plal. 119. 21. 
Fitthly, God reſiſletrb them, Jam. 4. 6, 
x Pet.5:5. 
Gods refiſtance ſuppoſes mans aſſault, 


God and proſper? 7ob 9.4. 

What, will you ſtrive wich your Ma- 
ker ? Wotoſuch, ſa. 45.9. 

Strs, Sirs, ſee Ezek, 22. 14., 

God will do to them that which he asks 
Job whither he could do, Job 40. 11, 12. 

God i able to abaſe them, Dan. 4. 37. 

And will be above them, Exod. 18.173. 

4nd brins th:m down, Plal. 18. 27. 

And low, Prov. 29.23. 

To d:ftruftior, Prov. 16. 18. & 15.25. 

See allo, )/a- 2.11, to 18. 

Beloved , would I could fright you 

from this curſed pride ! 
What 


and did ever any harden themſelyes againſt | 


" A Mo 
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What ſhall I ay to you? 
It turned, 
Angels tnto Devils, 
Sodom 1nto Aſhes. 
Pharaoh into the Deep. 
Haman off the Gallows. 
Nebuchadnezar a grazing with Beaſts, 
Achitophel out of the World 
Becauſe Pride of Hair and Habit a- 
bounds, I ſhall cloſe this Diſcourſe with 
ſome Diſſwaſives from ir. 
1. Are not our cloathes Memorials of 
our lin and ſhame ? 
Before our firſt Parents had ſinned, they 


| mereboth naked and were not aſhamed, Gen. 


2. 25. Bur when they nad tinned , #3beu 
were aſhamed, and ſewed fig-leaves rogetber 
to cover their nakedneſs, Gen. 3.7. But 
God made them coats of 5\ins, ver. 21. 

2. Are they not all Borrowed things ? 
and that from poor deſpicable Creatures, 
your ſervants ? As, 

Woellen from the Sheep. 

Linnen from the Earth. 

Cotten from the Trees. 

Silks and Yelvers from the Worms, 

Hats from Beavers and other poor 

Creatures, 

Hair from I know not whom. 

Now 
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Now ſuppoſe a man to have many Ser- 
vants, and he borrows a Har of one, a 


Coat or Cloak of another, and Shoes and | 
Stockins of another, &c. and then goes | 
ftrutting up and down the Streets in theſe } 


borrowed things, what would you chink 
of him ? 

3. Are not your Cloaths, for the ma- 
terials of them, much baſer then your- 
ſelves? And will you be proud of what. 
1s inferior to your ſelves ? 

4. What are your Bodies wh'ch you. 
thus dreſs up and adorn? Are they not 
vile , loathſom , ſtinking , foul , diſeaſed. 
bodies, which muſt dye and turnto cor- 
rnption ? | | 

5. Do Cloaths commend'you to God, 
orro wiſe and ſober men? Nay, onely to 
men of vain minds they commend you. 

6: Does not dreſſing, decking and 
adorning of-our ſelves in ſuch a way as 
15 uſual, diſcover. the vanity of our own 
minds ? 


7. Are not ſuch dreſſings, cc. Temp- | 


tations, ſnares , enticements and. occali- 
ons of (into others? 

8. Is not much of our Cloathing waſte 
and loſt, and fo a ſighting of Chrilts 
counſel, Foh; 6. 12. It th: Diſciples of 
Chriſt 


to the World. 6g. 
Chriſt had indignation at the pouring of 
Ointment on the Head of Chriſt, and if 


| they ſaid, To what purpoſe 1s this waſte ? 
| Matth. 26. 8. How much more may 
| Chriſt ſay, when he looks on the Heads, 


Necks, and Backs, and Feet of wany Pro- 
feſſors; To what purpoſe #4 this waſte? 
Might not the meney given for theſe 
things bave been ſaved and given to the 
poor ? Matth. 26. 9. 

. Do not many poor want that which 
;< put on for Pride ? 

10. What will you doin the day when 
God ſhall come to deal with you, and 
reckon with you about your Jayings out 
upon your Pride 2 and Conſcience ſhall 
witneſs againſt you : So much laid out 
upon my proud Juſt. 

For ſtrange and needleſs apparrel twen- 
ty pound, but for naked poor not twenty 
ſhillings. 

For coſtly new fafhioned lace, as one 


ſays, ten pound, but for food for the 


| bnugry not ten ſhillings. 


For dreſſings and trimmings three, 
four, or five pounds, but for lick poor 


| not five ſhillings. 


For toyes and fancies twenty ſhillings, 
bur 
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but for the relief of the needy not twenty 
pence. 

For hair I know not what, but for 1 


ious or charitable uſe not any thing con. 
kiderable. 


To take you off from Conformity to \ Ti 
this world, give me leave to expoſtulate]” . 
with you. TI ſhall do it for memory ſake 
Alphabetically : Alluding to Gods ex |, 
poltulating with them, 1/a. 58. 5, 6. | 

Is this, This conformity to the world, Gal 


3. Is 

the tid 

Is this, Th, 

To Abſtain from fieſhly luſts, which, &,| 
Or us this your abſtaining, 8c. as yp, j1... 
are earneſtly beſeeched, 1 Per. 2. 11, ehil 
_ | ſeek; 
To Abſtain from all appearance of evil, tothe 
we are charged, 1 The. 5.22, Nth 


Or is this your abſtaining from, &c, | Diſci 
And fo your abſtaining, &C. in all the fa wind 
lowing expoſtulations. hem 

B 


I. To Bring the body in ſubje&ion, 2s Pal 
praQtice was, 1 Cor, 9. 27. t. 1 
2. Tobring forth fruits meet for repentance, wor! | 
as we mult if we will eſcape the wrath! © 
(0! 
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to come, Matth.. 3. 7, 8. And thoſe 
from 2 Cor,7. 11, Is this to have indig- 
nation againſt our ſelves, to be zealous, 
to take revenge upon our ſelves ? what 
work would indignation, zeal, and rc- 
yenge, make upon your Heads, Faces, 
Necks, and Backs, if you had theſe. 
9]; To be blameleſs as the Sons of God with- 
out rebuke, &c. Phil, 2. 15. 
C 


Th. TC rucifie the fleſh with the affections 
and luſts, as they that are Chrilts have, 
Gal. 5. 24. 

3. I; this to Condemn the world, 2s Noah 
did,, Heb, 11.7. Nay is it not to com- 

| mend the world, and ſay you do well 

a to be Proud, Coverous, Wanton, e+e. 

i 


this td be converted, and become as little 
Child/en > What to ſtrive for ſtate, to 
| ſeek for preherminence over one another; 
| tobe 8teateſt, higheſt, braveſt, fineſt? 
; A little Child does not ſo. Even the 
Diſciples of Chrift were too worldly, 

fab minding worldly greatneſs and pre- 
ence ; which moved them to put 

b- the queſtion , Matth. 18. 1. Who s 
to be greateſt inthe Kingdom of Heaven? 

t, The Church, they dreamed of a 
| worldly pompous Rate of it 3 for Mar. 
9. 34 


II, 
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9, 34. they had diſputed among them. 
ſelves which ſhould be greateſt. Ser 
Aft. 1.6. Matth, 20.21, 24. And 
Chriſts anſwer, ver. 25, to 29. Now 
this Conformity to the world, to be 
turned from Pride, &c. Without which, 
Chriſt ſays, we ſhall not enter into th 
Kingdom of Heaven, Matth. 18. 1,2, 
3 , 4. 

4. Is this to be conſumed with zeal, becaul 
Geds words are forgotten, Pſal, 119 


139, 


D. 
1s this to deny our ſelves ; as they who wil 
be Chrifts Diſciples muſt do, Matti! 
16, 24+ 


Is this to Enter in at the ſtraight gate, an 
to ſtrive ſo to do 1s we are counſell! 
by Chriſt, Luke 13.24. | 
To be Exainples as we are bound t: 
be, ſpecially Miniſters, 1 Tim. 6. 1! 
& &. 13. 178.%3... = 
To Eſcape the corruption that ii 
the world throuph luſt, 2 Pet. 1. 4. 
F 


Is this to Follow Cbrift our pattern, 
bath left us an example that we ſhould | 
low his ſteps, 1 Pet, 2, 21, See Mai 
16. 24. 1 /0.2.6, | 
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Is this to learn of Chri#t ? Matth. 11 


29. 
Is this to be as God ts in this world ? 


3 1 Joh. 4. 17. 
ich, To Glorifie God with Joue bdies? as weare 


te] bound by the price paid for us, 1 Cor. 
»*f 6.20. 

_— 
on Is this to Humble our ſelyes under Gods 


1g mighty hand? as we are direted by God 
| himſelf in otder to our exaltarion, 
1 


I Pet. 5. 6, 

T, 
' Is this to Judge our ſelves ? as wemuſlt if we 
will nor be judged and condemned with 
theworld, 1Cor.11,.31, 32. 


by : 

lk Is this to Keep our ſelves from our iniquity ? 
4x we muſt do if we will approve our 
on felves upright, Pſal. 18. 23. 

-11 L 


..| Isthis to Layto heart the affliftions of Jo- 
ſeph ? who many of them are cloathed 
with rags : See Amos 6. 4, 5, 6. 

M 


Is this to Mourn for the ſins of the time, 2s 
thoſe that are marked out for delive- 
rence in a comion calamity, do? See 

Exch, 9. 4. E I; 
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N, 

Is this, Not to life up our ſouls to vanity? 
as they that will aſcend into Gods holy 
hill, and ſtand in his holy place, mult 
not : Pſal. 24. 3, 4. 

1; this to Nate thoſe that obey not the Goſpel, 
and tohave no company with them, that 
they may be aſhamed? 2 Theſ. 3. 14. 
Nay is it not to harden them in their 
linful wayes and faſhions ? 

O, 

Ts this to Order our ſteps in Gods word, as 
Davidprayed he might? Pſal.119.133. 
And ſo to Order our converſations 
aright as they muſt do who will ſee the 
ſalvation of God, FP/al. 50. 23. 


P. 
1s this to Put off the old man, which is cor- 
rupt according to the deceitful luſts? } 
Epb. 4.22. * 

And to Put en the new man,which after 
God, is created in Righteouſneſs and 
true bolineſs? Eph. 4. 24. | 

I: this to Put off your ornaments from you, 
that God may know what to do unto you? | 
Exod. 33.5. | 

Is this to Preſent your bodies aliving ſacri- | 
=. holy, acceptable to God; as you are | 

y the mercies of God beſeeched to do? | 
KRow-12. 1 | Fo 
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). 
Ts this your QuenckiSthe fiery darts of 6 4- 

tan? Eph. 6. 

Now Sirs, as St. Paul tells the Corin- 
thians, concerning their manner of com- 
municating, This is notito cat the Lords 
Supper, 1 Cor. 11, 20. 

So let me tell you concerning your con- 
formity to this world, 

This is not to Abſtain from, &Cc. 

This is not to Bring your Bodies in ſub- 
jettHion. 

Thus ts not tobe Converted. 

Thu, &c, inall the relt of the Letters. 

Andas he ſays, verſ. 22,23. What ſhall 
Tſay to you? ſhall I praiſe you in thu? I 
praiſe you not. For I have received of the 
Lord that which I have delivered unto you. 

That you who are called ouc of rhis 
world, which is the Devils Chappel, in- 
to the Church, which 15 the houfe of rhe 
living God; ſhould not be conformed to 
this world. 

But ſhould Abſt ain from, &c. 

Bring your Bodies into ſubjeftion, &Cc, 

R. 


Is this your reproving your unfruitful works 
of darkneſs? as you are required, Epheſ. 
5. 11. Levit. 19.17. 

= 3 Kee 
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Redeeming of time , to ſpend ſo wany 
hours in making provilion for the fleſh? 

Time i to be Redeemed, not trifled 2- 
way, Erb. 5.16. 


Is this your Striving ag ainFt ſin, as your 
duty is to do? Heb. 12.4. 
Tour Shining as lighrs,,&Cc, Fbil,2.15, 
T 


Tobe Transformed by the renewing of your 
minds? Rom. 12.2. No, for tis ſctin 
oppolition ro being conformed to this 


world, 
u. | 

Ts this your Uſing the world as not abuſing 
it? 1Cor.7.31. 

W. 

Is this your Walking worthy of your high, | 
holy, and Heavenly calling ? as you are 
required, Eph. 4. 1, 

Winning others by your converſation ? 1Pet, 
324-46 

Workzng out your ſalvation with fear and 
eremblinge Phil. 2. 12, 

Being without offence ® &C.Phil.1.10. 


Nay, Is not this your conformity to | 
the world ; Is not this, | 
1. To juftifie the worla? Ezek,16.51,52. 


2. 3 


Vit 
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2. Is not this to be acomfort to the wick;d 
world? EzeK. 16. 54. 

3. 15 this not to barden them in their ſinful 
courſe > Their pride, cc, 

4. Is not this to have fellowſhip with the 
unfruitful rorks of darkneſs ? forbidden , 
E heſ. 5. 11. 

F. Is riot this to take the members f 
Chriſt, and to maks them the members of 4 
barlot? 1 Cor. 6. 16, 

6. Is not this to learn the works of the 
Heathen, and to ſerve their Idols, Plal.1CG. 
35, 36, which may prove a ſnare. 

7. Is not this to give offence, contrary 
t0 1 Cor. 10. 32. And to be an occaſion of 
funbling, which Gods people ſhould not 
be, 1 7ob. 2.10, 

8. Is not this to.call men on Earth, our F4- 
ther, Maſter ? Sce Matth. 23.9. 


Helps a7 ainſt conformity to this world. 


Firſt, Underſtand well wherein you are 
not to conform to this world, 

Sure not in any thing which is a ſwer- 
ving from the Rule, the written word of 


God, 


E 3 Not 
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Not inany thing which is a tranſpgreſſi. 
on of a known Law. 

Take ſome inſtances of known Rules, 

1. Abſtain from all appearances of evil, 
x Thef. 5.22. This is one Rule, 

Now in any thing that is or has the ap. 
pearanceof evil, we muſt not conform to 
the world, 

2. Avoid all occaſions of evil of ſin, to 
our ſelves ar athers, All Snares, Traps and 
Temptati-:vs-to our ſelves or others to lin; 
Prov. 23.1 & 4. 14,15. & F. 8. 

Now in any thing which js an occaſion 
of (in to our ſelves or others, we mult not 


conform to the world. | 
$. Give no offence, &c, 1 Cor. 10. 32. | 
Phil. Tt. 10. IT ch. 2.10. 
4. Thoſe things think upon and do which * 


are of 700d report, Phil. 4.8. and thus you * 


mult have a care of leſt you fall into re- 
proach, and the ſnare of the Devil, 1 Tim. | 


Now thoſe things which are not of | 
good report, we mult nor conform to the | 
world in. | 

5. Doallin the name of Chri#t, Col. 4. 
17. giving thanks, &c. 

Now if the world do any thing which | 
Cannot be ſaid to be. done in the name of 
| Chriſt, 


x 
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Chriſt, rhercin you are not to conform i 
the world. 

6. Follow others as they follow Chrif7, 
1Cor, 11, 1, 

Now in thoſe things wherein the worid 
does not follow Chriit, we are not to con« 
form to them. 

5. Whatſoever you wenld that men ſhould 
dotoyou, do you the ſame to them, Matth, 


53S 

Now if the world do thoſe things to 
others which they would not have done to 
themſelves, therein we muſt not conform 
tothem, 

8. Let all things be done for edifying , 
1 Cor, 14. 26. In Knowledge, Faith , 
Love, and holy Obedience. 

Now if the world do any thing that 


' tends to building up of others in Unholi- 


neſs, and Diſobedience, Pride and Wan- 
tonneſs ; we muſt not conform -to the 
world therein, for all muſt be done to edi- 
tying. = I 

9. Let nothing be done through ſtrife or 


' vainglory, Phil. 2. 3. 


Now if the world do, &c. 
10. Look not every man 0n his own, but 


| 0 the things of others, Phil, 2, 4, 


E 4 Now 
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Now if the world be all for it ſelf, with 
the negleR of others, we muſt not therein 
conform to the world. 

11. Redeem the time becauſe the day; 
are evil, Epb. 5.16. 

Now if the world trifle away time, 0n 
Lords dayes and other dayes, we mult nor 
therein conform to the world. 

12, Whether ye eat or drink,, or what 
ever elſe ye do, do all to the glory of God, 
1 Cor. 10. 31. 
| Nowif the world do that which can 
have no tendency to the glory of God, we 
muſt not conform to the world therein, 

Secondly, Be convinced that 'tis a (into! 
be conformed to this world in ſuch matter! 
before mentioned; Gods prohibition 
makes it a lin, Row. 12.2. 
 Whena man is ſure a thing is ſinful, he, 
will reſiſt ir the more eafily ; but. if he be 
in doubt whether ir be ſia or no, be will 
the more calily venture upon it, to come ! 
mit it. | 

The Devils buſineſs is to make men be- | 
lieve that (in is not lin, that they may! 
commit it, 

For this end he raiſeth up one Prophet | 
or another, to ſay as to Abab, Go up ard. 
preſp:r ;, or to ſay, There is no hurt in this, 
of 
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or to diſpute ſor it, or praQtice it himſelf» 
and then the Devil has gotren ground, 

For when a thing is come to be a Con- 
trorerſie, and ſome that are Wiſe and 
Learned , Holy and Religious , are on 
one (ide, and ſome of another; Then the 
Hypocrite , as one ſayes, bath a cloak 
for his fin, and a Doſe of Opium for his 
Conſcience, 

Thirdly, Get the fear of the Lord, this 
will reſtrain from ſin, Neb. 5. 15. 

Fourthly, Make a covenant with your 
eyes, Gaze not on the faſhions of others ; 
See Ezck.23.16. 

Fifrhly, Ser upon the work, of mortifica- 
tion, look upon it as a duty of abſolute 
neceſſity, Col. 3.5. Rom. 8.13. 

Sixthly, Ger ro be crucified tothe world ; 
and for this end make uſe of the Croſs of 
Chriſt, Gal. 6. 14. 

Seventhly, Have your converſations in 
Heaven, and your affettions on things a- 
bove , Phil, 3. Col. 3. Afind things nos 
ſeen. 

Eighthly, Set God alwayes before you, 
Plal.16 8. Gen, 17. 1. 

Ninthly, Think, much of death and 
judgment , and what thoughts you will 
then have of conformity to this world. 

E 5 And 
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And now in Concluſion let me again be. 
feech you, Be net conformed tothis world, 

I beſeech you by the mercies of God, be not 
conformed to, &C. 

And by me God himſelf beſeeches you, 
2 Cor. 5.20. 

Now ſuppoſe a Mother ſhould beſecch 
her Child, 

By the Womb that bare him. 

By the Paps that gave him ſuck. 

By the Knees that dandled him. 

And by all her care of and kindneſs to 
Him :: what would you think of him, if he 
ſhould not in a lawful thing yield unto her? 
would you not think him to be of a flinty 
heart ? | 

In like manner when God by his Mini- 
ſters ſhall beſeech you by the multitude of 
his render mercies; whereby, 

I. He begat you to a lively hope of an 
Taberitance incorruptible, &c. 1 Pet. 1, 
35 4+ 


2. He hath quickned. us together with | 


Chriſt, and raiſed us up together, and made 
us fit together in heavenly places in Chrift 
Zeſus, Eph. 2,4, 5+ G6. 
3. He bath pardoned ws, Plal.78. 38. 
4, Hebathcalled is, 2 Tim. 1.9, 
5» Juſtifird 1s, Rom. 3, 


6. Ada» 
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6. Adopted us, 1 Job. 3. 
7. He hath renewed and ſaved ws, Tit. 


: What ſtony hearts have they that will 
not yield when God thus beſeeches by his 
mercies beſtowed on them ? 

Hear me you Profeſſors, let me expoſtu- 
late. 

1. Why Sirs ſhall God looſe and miſs 
of the main end of beſtowing his mercies 
on you? 

Our obedience is the main end of his be- 
ſtowing mercies on us. See Pſal. 130. 4. 
Luke 1. 73, 74. Pſalm 105. 39. to 
end. 

2. Is it not to you that God applies 
himſelf in this beſeeching way , even to 
you who have received mercy to be begot- 
ten again , quickned , pardoned , callcd, 


. renewed and ſaved? 


Tis to you he comes and beſeeches by 
all bis mercies, be not conformed to this 
world, 

Others that have not received theſe 
mercies, he cannot beſeech by them. 

3. Had others received the mercies you 
have, and being beſeeched by them, 
would they not, think you, be perſwa- 
ded? : 

4. Will 
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4. Will you hazard and endanger your| , { 
ſclves by conforming to , and keeping | tra 
company with the men of this worid? | cor 


Jekoſarhat did ſo , 1 Chron. 19. 1,2, out 
and wrath was upon bim therefore. a 

Joſiah did ſo, 2 King. 23. 29. His for. | lin 
wardneſs to pleaſure the King of Aſiria 
coſt him his life. 

The Jſraelites conformed to Egypt in 
Idolatry, Exod. 32.1,2, 3. And God; 
wrath waxes hot againſt them, v. 10. 

And to the Aoabites in Adultery, } — 
Numb. 25. 1, 2. and the anger of the 
Lord was kindled againſt them. | 

'If you live after the manner of wicked 
men, you are like to be judged after their 
manner, Ezek, 23.4, 5. 

If the Aſſirian or others will perſecute 
after the manner of Egypt, they ſhal) bs 
puniſhed after the manner of EZgype, Iſa. | — 
10. 24, 26. 

5. Doth not God find fault with doing | 
after the manner of others? See 2 King. | 
17. 33. 2 Chron. 13.9. | 

6. Is not that which is highly eſteemed | 
ameng men, abominable in the ſight of | 
GcCa? Luke 16,15. | 


' 


That | 


| 
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4 That courſe of life which is moſt con- 
frary to the faſhions of the world, is moſt 
commendable and acceptable to God. 

The further we go from the world in 
our ſpeech, geſture, attire, works, and 
ations, the nearer we come to true God- 
lineſs, 7am. 1.27. 


&7 


GODS ſeverity againſt 
M an for Injquity. 


——_— 


_ Excek. 24.13,'14. 


In thy filtbineſs is lewdneſs : becauſe T have 
purged thee, and thou waſt not purged, 
thou ſhalt rot be purged from thy fi!thinefs 
any more, till I have cauſed my fry to 


reſt upon thee. 
I-the Lord have ſpoken it, '&Cc. 


* JW Ath b: ſaid it, ard ſhall be not do 
| ' it? Hath he ſpoken, and ſhall be 
| not make it good ? Numb, 23. 


I'9. 
Did he not make it good againſt the 
\ Jews, his own peculiar people ? 2 King. 
25, begin. Fer. 39. 1, &c. fer. 52. 4, 
And if God ſpared not them, the natu- 
ral branches, Rom. 11. 21. will he ſpare 
ts? Take heed En gland, Take heed Zon- 
don, leſt he alſo ſpare not thee : If God 
have brought evil. upon the City, which was 
called: 
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called by his name, ſhould ye be utterly un- 

puniſhed? ye ſhall not be unpuniſhed : Set 
er. 2J+. 29. 

If they whoſe judgment was not to 
drink of the cup, who might rather have 
expected favour, then you. If theſe have 
aſſuredly drunk , are you thoſe that ſhall 
g0 altogether unpuniſhed ? you ſhall not 
g0 unpuniſhed, but ſhall ſurely drink : See 
fer. 49. 12, 

Nay if God ſpared not the Angels, nor 
whole world, will he ſhare i, 2 Pet. 2. 4. 

I would hope, that God will not make 4 
full end of us, bat will correft us in meaſure, 
yet ſure be will not leave us wholly unpuniſh 
ed, Jer. 46.28. But if there be lewdneſy 
in our filthineſs,and we will not be purged, 
God will cauſe bis fury not only to creep, 
but to reſt upon us as it has done-upon 
others, 

In theſe two verſes ( not to ſpeak of the 
context , for time will not give leave ) we 
have a heavy judgment threatned, with 
the cauſe and certainty of it, 


7. The judgment threatned, Thou ſhalt 
not be purged, &c, Till, &c, 
2. The cauſe of it, [zz thy filthineſs 1s 


lewdneſs: becanſe I wonld hve purged thee, | 
and thou waſt 1 ot purged. 3. The | 
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3. The certainty of it, / the Lord hav 
ſpoken it, &C, . 


; In thy filthineſs, In thy ſin which is fil- 
thineſs : Sin ſo called, 2 Cor. 7 1. In 
thy Idolatry, Covetouſneſs, Pride, Pro» 
phaneneſs, Hypocrilie, Oppreſſion.. 

Ii lewaneſs, obſtinacy ( for ſhe would not 
be purgedfrom it ) and rejoycing, 7er.12, 


15. 
Breauſe 1 have purged thee, I have 
ſought ro purge thee, by 


Admonitions. 
Exbortations. 
Connſels, 
Threatrings, 
Reproofs, 
CorrefFions, 

And thou wp not fwrged, All labour 
was in vain and fruitleſs; As for the word 
of the Lord they would not hearken to it, 
fer. 44.16. Zech.7. 12. 

Thou ſhalt not be purged from thy filthi- 
neſs any more : Thou ſhalt be Warned, 
Exhorted , Counſelled, Threatned, Re- 
proved no more , but ſhall be left to periſh 
in thy ſins, as deſperate and incura- 


ble, 
Till 
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Till I have cauſed my fury to reſt upon 
thee : Till 1 have fatiated, ſatished my 
wrath, and eaſed my ſelf of my adverſa. 
ries, and avenged me of mine enemies, 
Iſa. 1. 24. Till I have purged them in 
Hell fire ſayes one, which will be ever 
doing. but never be done, 


Doct. God will at laſt cauſe his fury to ref 
upon apeople that will nat be purged fron 
- their filthineſs. 


God will, and this will of his is, 1. Moſt 
juſt ; Becauſe God has offered them mer- 
cy and they would none of it. Thus, 

A Subje& commits high Treaſon againſt 
his Prince, for which he is condemned ; 
His Prince out of pitty ſends him a patr- 
don, which he rejecs, tears and tramples 
under foot. If the Prince reſolve this man 
ſhall dye fcr it,” is not his reſolution 
juſt? See Ezra 9.33. Dan. 9. 14. Lam. 
I. 18, 

2. Moſt unchangeable, for Namb.23, 
I9. 
At lit; He is not haſty, but ſlow to 
anger, 

He being God and not man, Hef. 11.9. 
can bear long, and does, yet will not al- 
wayes, 
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wayes, but at laſt will puniſh, 1/2. 42. 
14. & 65.6. and here inthe Text, 


Canſe his Fury, Anger, Indignation,. 


Wrath. Fury is an anger never at reſt 
till it has taken revenge, 

To Reft, to Abide; Fury has come 
and gone, judgments have come and gone, 
have been ſent and called back again, laid 


onand taken off, for a conſiderable time ;. 


but art laſt they ſhall reſt. 

V;on a prople, though profeſſing, and 
called by the name of the Lord; though 
known and forme ly ſaved by the Lord. 


That will not ; 1 ſay, will not, becauſe- 


the Higheſt does ſo often lay the blame 
there, Fey. 6. 16. 

Their will was againſt purging, they 
lored their filthineſs : They loved ro wan- 
der, Fer. 14 10. & 5. 31. & 11.15. 
When thou doeft evil then thou rejoyceſt. 
See fer. 18. 12. 

Be purged fron their filthineſs. By any 
means, whether fair or foul,wherber War- 
nings, Exhortations, Counſells, Threats, 
Reproofs, Sabbaths, Sacrifices, Mercies, 
Judgments. 

Whoſe Filth, Scum, Ruſt, remains. 

Their Filth, notwithſtanding all the 
Floods they have been in. 

"Jae 
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Their Scum and Droſs notwithſtanding 
all the Fires they have been in, and {« 

Their Ruſt notwithſtanding all the Ti] beſo 
lings they have had. They 

1 might heap Scriptures for proof here.| is but 
of, bur I ſhall confine my ſelfto this Pro} out 0 
pher, Ezk, 5. 13. & 9.8, 9, 10. & 16 N: 
42,43. & 21.17. it, 1 

Youu may read, Dent. 29.20. 2 Chrm, and | 
36, 15, with 17. Jer. 7.20, & 11, 14} ipok 
& 13.14. & 14.12. & 18.11,12, Pſa} TI 
7.12, & 50.21,22, & 68.21, are t) 


Reaſon. Gods Honow, Holineſs, 'w\ N 
fiice and Truth, requires its 


1. Gods Honour, If God ſpare ſuch, «| Nel 
will be thought that he favours them, | his] 
Pſalm 50. 21. Mat. 2. 17. | Neve 

2. His Holineſs, Habak, 1. 13, | Þ 

3. His Juſtice, Zeph. 3. 5. Pſal.| Mz 
11, ule, Juſtice muſt render to every | | 
one according to &c, | lay 

4. Hu Truth. See fer. 4. 28. bis 

Uſe 1. Sad then is the caſe of ſuch | * 
a3 wil! not bc purged from their filchine(s. | ſeu 

Is it not ſad wher God will cauſe bis | thy 
fury to relt upon them, when he is ſo re- | for 
ſolved as you lee, y. 14, | thy 


This 
Dy, | | 


[ 
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lag} This People, inthe Text, might think, 
and ſo poſſibly may you, God would not 
Fi4 be ſo ſevere, as the Prophet had told them; 
They might ſay or think, Jeremiah this 
re. is but your ſaying, and you may ſpeak it 
r0.4 our of Humor and Diſcontenr. 

6,1 Nay ſayes God, I the Lord have ſpoken 
it; I Jehovah who can and will give being 
4x4 and life to my threats, to what I have 
4] ſpoken. 

a. They might ſay, but ſaying and doing 
are two things, It may never come to pals 
though God has ſpoken ir. 

"| Nay ſayes God, it ſhall come to paſs, 4s 
certainly as I have ſpoken it. 

They might ſay, you threaten us with 
| | Nebuchadnezar ; but Nebuchadnezar and 
0, | kis Forces are but men, and -may fail, and 

| never be able ro perform their enterprize. 

| Bur fayes God, 1will do it, and 1 am not 
i, | Man, but God, 
ry | They might ſay, but ſure God will not 
| lay waſte Hieru/alem his own City, where 
bis Temple and Worſhip is. 
< | Tothis God anſwers, True. Bnt thy 
s. | ſcum is in thee, and thy filthineſs, apd in 
Is | thy filthineſs is lewdnels, obftinacy,there- 
e- | lore Iwill not go back from my word of 
_ | threatening. | 
2 FEI \ Thou 
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Thou doeſt not retrat, and therefqr 
I will not. 

Thou haſt gone backward, ey. 15,6 
therefore I will not go back. See alſo Je 
4.28. 

They might ſay , but God is pittifu| 
and his compaſlions fail not. | 
But ſayes God, / will not pitty, no 
ſpare, ner have mercy, Jer.13. 14. 

They might ſay, but God will repent 
the evil threatned; according to fer. 18 
8. Ezck, 20.8,9, 13, 14, 17, 22. 

No ſayes God, neither will I repent 
you repent not, therefore [ will not repent: 
Sec er. 15.6. 

They might ſay then, ſurely God mil 
deal hardly with-us. 

No ſayes God, I aeal juſtly, accordin: 
to thy wayes I will judge thee. 

Whar then is there no avoiding of thi 
fury ? 

No; They ſhall not be able to eſcape, Jet. 
JI. 11, 

Evil ſhall hunt yew, Pſal. 140. 11. 
And find you out, Numb. 32. 23, 

. As the blood hound the Thief, as ſure 
as he ſets his foot on the ground. 

Nor no reliſting ? 

No; Can ſtubble reſiſt fire. 


Why | 
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* Why then, I hope, I ſhall be able to 
bear it. 

No, It will be intollerable, Ezek, 22.14. 


Can thy heart endure ? No. 
Why then, 1 hope, it will have an 


fy} end. 


No neither, if yeu dye in your filthineſ;, 
it ſhall re5t upon you ;, "Twill be everlaſting 
fire and burning, 11a. 33, 14. 

Why then, I hope, if it will have no 
end, it will be long before it have a begin- 
ning. 

No. It may have a beg mung before ou 


Tis to be feared that your iniquities 
are near full and ripe, for we are come to 
thar paſs now, 

I. That, Ithink, we are ſhameleſs in 
linaing; and if ſo, ſee Fer. 3. 3. & 
6.15, 

2. Graceleſs in Profeſlion, and Luke- 


| warmin Religion; and if fo, fee 2 Tim.3. 


1,t06, Rev. 3.15,16. & 2.4, 5. Amos 
C6. 20, 3d« 

3. Regardleſs of Chriſt, nay abuſive of * 
Chriſts Goſpel and Miniſters; and if ſo, 
ke Marth. 21. 35, 36, 38, 41. Luke 13, 
34:35. 2 Chron. 36.16. 1 King. 18. 4. 
wth 19, 14. 2 Chron. 11. 14. 
| 4. Fruit- 
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4. Fruitleſs under the means of grace; 
and ifſo, ſee Matth, 21.43. Luke 13.6, 
to 10, AFR. 13. 45, 46. Iſa. 5. begin, 
Heb, 6.6. 

5. Incorrigible under the rod ; andif 
ſo, ſee J/a. 9. 13, 14. Amos 4. 6,8,y, 
IO,11, 12. 

6. Fearleſs of puniſhment ; as they, 
Jer. 17. 15. that ſaid, Where us the word 
of the Lord ? let it come now. 

And as they that ſaid, J/a. 5. 19. Lt 
bim make ſpeed and haſten his work,, tha 
we may ſee it ; and let the connſel of the ha) 
One of Iſrael draw nigh and come, that w: 


may know it. | 

And this is but according to what ws| 
foretold by our Saviour, Luke 17. 26,27. 
And as it was in the dayes of Noe , ſo ſhalt 
it be alſo in the dayes of the Son of man.| 
They did eat , they drank,, they mari 
wives, &c. till the flood came. | 

And by Sr. Peter, 2 Pet. 3.3. Thi 
ſhall come in the laFt dayes ſcoffers, walkin 
after their ewn luſts ( and ſure they ut 
come ) Saying , Where 1s the promiſe i 
kis coming ? Things continue as they 
were, 


. But when we put far away the evil aa), 


Amo: 6.3. and ſay peace and ſafery, Thm| thei 


{maaes| 


| 
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ſudden deſtruftion cometh , as Travel upon 


4weman with child, and we ſhall not eſcape, 
1 Theſ. 5. 3. God will puniſh the men 
that are ſetled upon-the Lees, That ſay mm 
their Hearts, The Loyd will not do good, 
wither will he do evil ;,, Zeph. 1.12. 

God grant our goods may not become 4 
booty ; God rant our houſes may not become 
adeſolation ; God grant that they who have 
built houſes, may inhabit them; and that 
they who have planted vi eyards, may arink 
the wine thereof 

Bur ſure if in our filthineſs there ſhall 
be lewdneſs, if we ſhall continue unpur- 


| ged, notwithſtanding all che means uſed ſor 


our purging : 

The great day of th: Lord is near, it is 
near, and haſteth greatly, even the voyce of 
the day of the Lord: the mighty man ſhall 
cry there buterly : That aay 15 4 aay of 


| wrath, a day of trouble and diſtreſs, aday uf 
| waſteneſs and deſolation, 4 day of darkneſs 


and gloomineſs, a day of . clouds and thick 
darkneſs; A day of the trumpet and alarm, 
againſt the fenced Cities, and againſt the 
bigh Towers God will bring diftreſs utun 
men, that they ſhall walk like blind men, be- 
cauſe they have ſinned againſt the Lord, and 
their blood ſhall be poured out as the duſt, and 

: F tb. IC 
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their fleſh as the dung. Neither thc ir Silw 
mor their Gold ſhall be able to d:liver themi 
the day of Gods wrath ; but the whole Ls 
(ball be devoured, by the fire of his jealouſy 
for he ſhall make even a ſpeedy riddarce of « 
them that dwell in the Land, Zeph.1.13,14 
15, 16, 17,18. 

This ts the rejoycing City that dwelt car: 
lefly, that ſaid mm her beart, I am, ani 
there ts none beſide me : how is ſhe become 
deſolation, a place for beaſts to lye downin 


every one that paſſeth by her, ſhall _—_ 4 
P 


wag the hand ;, Zeph.2.15. This 1s ſpoke 
of Nineveh, ver. 13, And if welins 
Ninevch did, may not we expe to ſuffe 
as ſhe ſuffered. Yct I fear we have man 
that ſay as Babilon, I ſhall be 4 Lady fo 
ever, 112.47. 7. 

Therefore hear now this , thou that 


ven to pleaſures, that dwelleft careleſy, 
that ſayeſt in thy beart, I am, and none ell 
beſides me, I ſhall not ſit as a widdow, | 
:her ſhall I know the loſs of Children. 
Therefore ſhall evil come #pon thee, thi 
{halt not know from whence it riſeth : and 
miſchief (hall fall npor ther, thou ſhalt nati 
able to put it off : and de/olation ſhall cont 
#pon thee ſuddenly which tbow ſhalt not Ry0n) 


Iſ1. 47.11. | 
Bijt 


make 
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Riſe up ye woman that are at eaſe : ' heavy 
my voice ye careleſs daughters, give ear un- 
tomy ſpeech. Many dayes and years ſhall 
ye be troubled ye careleſs women : for the 
vintage ſhall fail, the gathering ſhall nt 
come. Tremble ye women that are at caſe - 


be troubled ye careleſs ones, ſtrip you, and 


| make you bare, ard gird ſackcloth on your 


loins. Becauſe the Palaces ſhall be for ſa- 
ken, the multitude of the C'ity ſhall be left, 
the forts and towers ſhall be for dens for ever, 
4 joy of wild Afﬀſes, a raſture of flocks ; Iſa. 
32.9, 10, 11,14. 'See allo fer. 5.5, 6, 
7, 8,9. 

Theſe are terrible threats, but who 
trembles at the reading or hearing of 
them ? The people in Ezra's time trem-. 
bled at the words of the God of 1ſracl, 
Ezra 9. 4.. 

Joſiah when he heard the words of the 


'| Law againſt /craſalcm ang the inhabitants 
"| thereof , rent his cloathes and wept , 


2 Cbron, 34. 19, 27. 

Habakiuk hears Gods ſpeech and is 2 
raid, chap. 3.2. Yea, his belly trembled ; 
h!s lips quivered ;, rottenneſs entred into his 
bones, chap. 3. 16. variety of expreſſions 


ue uſed by him, to ſhew how ſenlible ire 
| ms of God: threarned judgments, Bur 


-» 


3 vh 


gd 
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oh I fear we are palt feeling, 
teremy alſo cries out, Fer. 4, 19. M4 
bowels ; Nay Beljhaz zar Trembled Daw 


5- 5. 6. WHc;1 he ſaw the hand Wrating " 


the wall; bur we fee and rgfd what a 
written 2gainſt us, and ne:er Tremble, 
And Felix trembled when he heard Fu 


reaſoning of righteouſneſs, temperance, an ' 


*tagment to cone, Act. 25. 24. But boi 
of:en are you reaſoned with about thick 
things, and never tremble ? 

The Devil; tremble, Jaw. 2. 19. anc 
cannot we? Oh our Atheiſm and in 
delity ! our not fearing Gods threatning 
in his word, is a maniteſt roken of it, 

The God of glory thundereth in th 
Heavens,and thou trembleſt ; but whent: 
thunders in the Scripture, thou tremble! 
not: Hear how he thunders, Nahun! 
2, 3,4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10. Pray take you 


Bible and read this Scripture before yi 
read any further. 

The Lion roars and the Beaſts trembl: 
But God roars, threatens moſt terriblj 
Amos 3. 8. but who tears? 

A ſtorm , a tempeſt, wit] make yi} 
tremble; and will not that ſtorm , ths 
rempeſt ihreatned, Pal. 11.6. makett 


tremble ? Upon the wicked ( and art nd 
thot 


©. 


prov 
other 
not t! 


a) 
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teu wicked ) be ſhall rain ſnares, fire and 


| | br mſta ie, and an horrible tempeſt : this 


ſhall be the portion of their cup. 

Well, Sirs, God would have purged 
as, and we would not be purged ; what 
then remains, But 4 certain fearful locking 
for of | indgment , and fiery indignation , 
which ſhall devour th? adverſaries , Hb. 
10. 27. 

1. Hath not God warned and told thee 
of the evil and Janger of thy ſinful courſe ? 
thou can{t not ſay as Paul, At;:23.5. 7 
wift nor, T wilt not that lin was ſo great 
an evil, that ic had fo much filch and fire 
in-it, You cannot ſay I did -not know that 
ſm, that pride, worldlineſs, rioting , 
drunkenneſs , chambering , wantonnels , 
[trag, envying, were cranſgr eſſions of the 
holy, juſt, and good Law of God , and 
provocations of him to your own and 
others hurt: you cannot fay you knew 
I. 

Hath not God begged and beſeech- 
Fuck to abſtain from theſe fleſhlv luſts 
which war againit your ſouls, 1 Pet. 2. 
ll, 


Hucth not God reproved you, and 
5: pies 2u, as to them, J ug. 2, 2.\Why 
Bate You done this ? 


4,/Nath 
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4. Hath not God threatned you, Tha 


except yon repent you ſhall periſh, Luke 13, 
3, 


5. 

And told you, That if you live after the 
fleſh you ſhall dye, Rom. 8. 13, 

5. Hiath not God correqed and af. | 


flicted you, and may we nor complain as ; 


3, 
not Y 
1i0 ple 
that | 


HY 


9. 
ted \ 


the Propher, Fer. 5.3. O Lord, thou baſt | Y*> ? 


ſtricken them , but they bave not grieved: | 


rhox baſt conſumed them, but th:y bave re. | 


fuſed to recerve correftion : they have mad | 
their faces barder then a rock, they have re- | 
fuſed ro return, Secalſo, Dan. 9.13, 14. | 


6. Rathnot God faid to you as to him, 
Job. 5. 14. Sin no more leſt a worſe thing 
come untoyou. And told you, That if ye 
will not be reformed by thoſe things, thai 
bave come upon you, but will walk_contra- 
ry tobim; that he will then walk contrary 
to you, and will puniſh you yet ſeven time 
for your ſins , Levit. 26. 23, 24. 

7. Rathnot God after ajl thisfaid, Re- 
rarn unto me, and I will net Cauſe mine an 
ver to fall upon you; for ] am merciful, 
.ind will not keep anger for ever, Jer. 3.1, 
” 12. 

Hath he noc ſaid, Wh ye, mare ye 
ccean, Rc. Theuth your ſins be as [carlet, 
they ſhall be white  ſrow, Iſa. 1 16, 18. 
8. Hah 


jer. 
whe! 


as | 
aft | 
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$. Bath not God ſworn that he delires 
not your death; Saying, As I live, I have 
10 pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but 


| that he turn from bis way and live, Ezck. 
| 33 
af. | 


, 33. 

9. Hath not God after this expoſtula- 
ted with you, and faid, Turn ye, Turn 
ye, why will ye dye? Ezek. 33. 11. and 


jer.13. 27. Wilt rhou not be made clean ? 


! when ſhall it once be ? 


10, Hath be not waited to be gracioss to 


| thee, Iſa. 13. 18. . Hath he not been long- 
| ſuffering to you ward, not willing that you 


ſhould periſh, but that you ſhould come to re- 
pentance, 2 Pet, 3. 9. 

And now-firiner, tell me, would not 
God have purged thee:and if thou would- 
eftnor., ' It thou wouldeſt not take war- 
ning, when warning was given thee; nor 
de prevailed with ro abſtain from fieſhly 
luſts, when thou walt beſeeched ; nor be 
reformed when thou waſt reproved ; nor 
return when thou waſt ſmitten; nor re- 
gard wh2n expoſtulared with z nor come 
to repentance when ſo long waited for : 
May not God ſay to thee, as to the woman, 
Gen,3\1 3. What is this that thou haſt done ? 
and as to Adam, Gen. 3.11. Haſt thou 
eaten of th: Tree , whereof F commanded 
F 4 that 
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that thox ſhouldſt not eat ? So, linner wha] ed vu 
1s. this that thou haſt done? Haſt thou ſu} then 
at nounht all my counſel, and would't thu} Loyd 
07 of my reproef ? Prov. 1.25. Ohwha 
is this that thou haſt done? Doeſt thoy 
know what thou «haſt done? Canſt thou (4 
conceive the diſhonour thou haſt brought | ur 
to God, ard the miſery thou haſt brougit| wels 
upon thy ſelf, and the hurt thou haſt done} 
to Church and Srate? Art thou not in! 
danger of the reſting of Gods fury upon 

%. thee : when Gods anger is kindled but : 
lit le, you are in danger of periſhing, Pſa, 

2. 12, In what caſe then will you be, 
when his fury ſhall reſt upon you. | 

And God will watch co bring it upon 
you, 7er.q44.27. Bebold I will watch over 
them for evil, and not for good ;, as one 

| that purpoſly warcherh and lieth in watt to na 

| co milchief, P/al. 56 6. wi 

| God has been wont wh:n provoked. to Ri 
| watch orJer [eop:e, to Pluck uu) and break th 

down, Jer. 31.28. 

And Darrel, chap, Q9. 13,14 confefles, le 
that becauſe God had pu nthe.! rem, and 

they had not mide their prayer before Ii 

the Lord their God , that they rmigni > 

mn from their iniquities and underſtand 
che crutch; therefore the Lord Had warch- 
cd 


$3 
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ed upon the evil, and brought it upon 
them, And he gives the reaſon, For the 
Lord our God us richteons in all h1s Works . 
far we obcyed not his: Voice. 


Uſe 2. If all this be ſo, then conlider we 
our ſelves, Are we purged from our filthi- 
yo" ? 

Is Eneland? 

Is London ? 
Are we? 
Is our {cum gone out ? 
Our ruſt gotten off? 
Our filth done away ? 
Our droſfs ſeparated trom au? 
Our chaffe ſcattered and burnt ? 

2, Let meask you a few Queltions, 

7. Have you been com inced of: your 
narural and contracted filihineſs ? Sirs 
were vou clean born, thaped 4n holineſs 2 
Read, Job 14.4. Pſa. 51:5: aid fee wiit 
ther you were or no, 

Have you lived wi bout defiling your 
le.ves? See ſal. 14.3. Mark7.23 

What were your Hearts, and Hat nds ? 
It you cannot tell, See | Fer, q= 14. {47.4 
8. Mark 7.21,22, 2 

What were your Heads, Ears, Eyes, 
and Tongues ? 1f you be /paorant, ſe: 
- 6k 3 


2.14. Matth. 5. 28. James 3.6. Epheſ 
4. 29. 

I fear many are not yet convinced of 
their flthineſs; and if ſo. ſure not yet 
purged from i it. 

Some will not believe that to be filthi- | 


neſs which Ged ſayes is ſo';. All that ts is | 


the world © either the luſt of the eye, &c. 
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7ohn 13.9. A@.7.51. er. 6.10. 2 Pe 


| 
| 


| 


1 John 2. 16: and theſe are not- of the | 


pure and holy God, bur: of the dirty f11- 
ful world which lies in wickedneſs. 


1, Tie luſt of the Eye-; covetouſneſ: ; 
which you call by, another name . wiz 
Good Hnibandiy, 13 filthinels, 2 Verer 
SA 

2. Theleft of the. Fli {a 5-197 115, drun- 
kennef , chambering, wantonneſs; which 
"ol call Good Fellow lip, Courtthip , 
Courtecuſneſs ; This is filthineſs, bur you 
'0: not know it, or will not know it ; for 
our better information, ſee 1 The. 4..7. 
£pheſ. 5..3,4. Ron, 13: 13, 

3.: Pride of Life; this alſo 1s flthinefs, 
'hough, you call ir fineneſs, neatnels, 
comlineſs : But ſee-what God calls it , 
[[ſ4. 4.. 4. He calls it flih, ordure , 
or :excrements , the. word imports all; 
all 
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all ſuch flch, or cxcrement , -as comes 
forth trom the body , eicher upward, as 
Iſa. 28. $. 2 Pet. 2.22. or downward, 
as Dent. 23.14. Extk 4.12. 


The filch of rhe Daughters of Zion; 
whoſe pride,vanicy, wantonneſs, and other 
exceſſes, had no mal hand in pulling 
down Gods judgments. See Jſa. 3. 16,17. 
had it been the Daughters of Afoxb, 
Numb. 25. 1. or the Daughters of the 
Philiſtines, 74g. 14.3, 2. that had been 
ſotilthy ic would not have provoked fo 
much ; their filch would. not: have ſtunk 
{ov bad, nor have been fo loathſom in the 
light of God, Bur for the Daughters of 
Zion, and the Daughters of feruſalem, 
and the Daughters of 1/-ael and /udah, 
of Profeſſors, ro bz ſo filctily proud, 
provoked greatly. Had it b;en only the 
Daughters of men, Gen. 6. 2. oc the 
Daughters of a ſtraiige god, Mal. 2.11. 
or the Daughters of il, uncircumciſed, 
2 San, 1.20, ic had not bzen ſo mnch; 
bur for the Daughters of God, Deat.32, 
19. to go thuz, and do. thus , and lizrk 
thu:, he could not bear ir. 

Their gates, and ga:bs, an1 courles , 
and cattiages, that chry prided chem- 
{cles 
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[clves in, and accuunted their bravery, 
Iſa. 3. 18. wereft.lih; and ſuch as made 
them odious, loathſom, and abominable 
in Godseye, faith ove whoſe Judgmen;; 
I think, 1s no: tobecontemned , Gataker 
in lac. 

And ſee, faich he, the contrary requi- 
red, 17T:. 2.9, 10. 1 Pet. 3. 3,4. 

So that I believe, tioat which you call 
fneneſs now, will be found to be filth+ 
neſs another day ; that which you call t- 
nery, will be fourd to be filihery. 

Thoſe hbne Heads, 

Fiie Faces, 

Hae Necks, 

Fire Back 41 d Brgail , 
tine Armes and Shoulders, 

Wil. be ftou ud, i believe, to be Fililiy 
Heads, Faces, Necks, Backs a::d Breaſts, 
Arnies and Shoulders. 

Whercfuze:|:t me beſpeak you, as Da- 
mel did Nibachadnezur, Dan, 4.27. 

"nerefgre O fine Dames, let my con:ſel 
ve accptable to you; Break off your pride 
' bybunility, and your ſhameleſneſs by ſhame- 
faſineſs. And get ye quickly to the foun- 
rain opencd for ſin and uncleanneſs, Zecb, 
13. 1. and waſy your ſelves. Say to Chrilt, 
as Peter , wigg Chriſt cold him , If he 
waſht 
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waſht not his feet be ſhould have no part-n 
me : © Lord; ſaid he, not my feet onely, 
but my hands and head alſo. You have. 
need to ſay, not my feet onely, but my 
face, neck, back, breaſt, armes and ihoul- 
ders alfo. | 

Queſt. 2. Has the- Word, the pure 
Word of God, ( fo called, F/al. 12.6. 
Pſalm 119. 140.) been inſtrumental in 
your purging, P/al. 119. 9. Pal. 17. 4. 
Joh. 17.17. 

Ou'ſt. 3. Has time been ſpent about 
it? Have you hid your waſhing, ſcow- 
ring ard purging days for your Souls, 
as you-have had for rhe cl:aning of your 
Clo.thes, Braſs and Pewter, and for pre. 
ſervation of the health of your Bodies. 
Some waſh- their Linnen cnce a month, 
and ſcowr-their Veſſels once a quarter, 
and purge their Bodies Spring and Fall: 
Deal truly , what time have you fer a 
part for the waſhing and purging of your 
Heads, Hearts, and Hands? Have you 
your monthly, quarteriy, and -half-year- 
ly waſhing and purging dayes for your 
Souls Will not Linnen, Braſs and Pew- 
ter Veſſels be made clean, nor Bodies be 
purged without allowing time ? And will 
Hearts and Souls be purged from their 
kithineſs without allowing time ? @neſt 
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Queſt. 4. Has pains been taken abou 
ir? Has this purging of your ſelves col 
you Prayers and Tears before 'twas done} 
That whictr is foul will not be made clew 
without pains-taking. Naaman was it 
the pains of raking a long journey, to be 
cleanſed from his Leprolie, 2 King. 5. 

Queſt, 5. Have you made your appli- 
ca*10nto Chrilt abouc your clearing and 
purging, as once /Vaaman did to the Pro. 
pher, 2 King. 5. 

I. Naaman knew himſelf to be a Le- 
fer. 

2. Naaman hearing of a Prophet that 
could cure him, comes to lim, 2 King, 
5.3, 9. to his door. 

3. Receives direction what to do for 
his Cure, and though averſe at firſt to ufe 
that means, yet upon his ſervants entrea- 
ties, reſolves ro make trial of the means, 
2 King. 5.13, 14« 

4. He does and praQtices accordingly, 
goes down into the River and dips tigelf 
ſeven times therein, 2 King. $. 14. 

5. He returns, being Cured, to ſh:w 
his rharkfulnefs, 2 King. 5. 15. and to 
teltifie bis great relpe& ro the Prophet, as 
rhe inſirumenr of his Cure as did the 
temth Leger,. Luke 17. 15. , 
| 6, He 


NS 
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6; He acknowledges the God of 1ſrael 
to be the only true God, and his cure to 
be wrought by him, 2- King, F. 15; 
7. He relolves upon the worlhipping 
and ſerving of the true God, renouncing 
all other gods, 2 King. 5.17, 


In like- manner, 


n, Have you known your ſelves to be 
leprous and unclean ; and ſaid as 1/aiab, 
chap. 6.5. 


2, Having heard of Chriſt, and the effi- 
cacy of His blood to cleanſe you , have 
You Come to h's door and waited for di- 
reion, what to do that you might be 
cleanſed? Hare you waited dayly at rhe 
poſts of hiz doors? Prov. 8. 34. Have 
you fare ar Jeſus's feet , and heard his 
word, Luke 10.39. as Mary did ? 


3.-Having heard counſel and direction 
what to do ro be-C ured, viz. To go into 
the Jordan of Chriits blood, and to bathe 
your ſelves therein ; Have you reſolved, 
upon the entreaties of Gods Miniſters , 
who are are your ſervants, 2 Cor, 4. 5. ; 
to. make trial of this Jordan ? and with 
Eſther, to go-into King Jeſus,: come - it 
Wat 
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what will: Saying , 1 will goin, and if [ 
periſh, T periſh, Eith, 4. 16. 

And have you relolved with the prodj. 
gal, Luke 15. Togo unto Chriſt the ever. 
laiing father, 10a. 9. 

4. Have you done accordingly ? Haye 
you dipped your fſeives in thi; bloody 
[ordan ſeven times? Have you-gone in; 
hing Jeſus, as Efth:r into King Ahaſuery; 
And as the Prodigal, to his Father ? Hive 
you been at the fountain opened for fin 
and u.cleanneſs ? Zech. 13. 1. Haveyoy 
reited upon this blood of Chriſt which 
cleanſeti from. all (in, 1 7ob.1.7, for your 
cleanting ., and expected ir according to 
the promiſe? Ek, 36.25, 

5. Do you hind your hearts ſtirred uz 
tobe thankſul, for this Jordan of Chris 
blood, and the bleſlings we have thereby? 
Can you do as Peter and Paul? as Peter 
1 Pet. 1. 3. as Paul, Epheſ. 1. 3. 

6: Do you-give C hrilt the glory of 


being the alone fountain for cleanling, and | 
acknowledge al; your cleanling to be from | 
lim; There being. no ſalvation from the | 


fltbineſs of lia ir: any other ?\ AR.4.12. 


7. Do-you reſolve upon ſerving God | 


in righteouſnef; and holineſs all your days, 
As they that are delivered from their hi- 
thineſ; 
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thineſs are bound to do? Luke 1. 74, 75. 

Oneſt. 6. Are you careful ro keep your 
ſelves clean ? Do you ſhun all defilements 
by perſons or things? Is it your care to 
keep your ſelf unſported , as pure Re- 
ligion binds you ro de 2 ar. 1. 27. Do 
you hate the garment fported by the fleſh? 
Jude 23. And abſtain from all appearance 
of evil, x Thel. 5. 22. 

Queſt. 7. Are you companions of 
thoſe that are purged ? David, Pal. 119. 
63. was a companion of all- them that 
feared God, and of them that kept his 
precepts. Are you. ſo too?- Davids de- 
light was in them, Pſal. 16. 3. Is your 
delight in them too? Birds of a Feath:r 
will flock together. 


Uſe 3. Of Exhortation, 

If it be ſo. as you have heard, then con- 
tinue no longer in your filthineſs, 

Waſh ye, mak» ye clean, lay apart all fil- 
thineſs and ſuderſiniry of raughtineſs, James 
I,.21., 

Clear ſe your ſelves from all filthineſs of 
feſb and fpirit, S$ Tar... 2 

Coſt it away, and ſay unto it, get thee 
bence, Ifa. $©..2 


Motive-. 


—_ A A. AAA. A | — 
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Motives. 

I; Ts filthineſs , Will a man contine 
in 6lth, in dirt and mire : In the filth of 
the luſt of the eye, the luſt of the fleſh, 
and the pride of life ? 

2, God would that you ſhould be pur. 
ged ; for, 

Firſt, He calls upon you, waſh, as you 
have heard. 

Secondly, God has prepared a foun- 
tain to walh in, Zech. 13. 1. 

Thirdly , God expoſtulates with you 
about ir, Fer. 13. 27. Wilt thou not bu 
made clean ? 

Fourthly, God thinks it long, till yoy 
be purged, er. 4. 14. How long ſhall thy 
vain thoughts lodge within thaee And 
Zerem. 13, 27. When ſhall it once be? 

3. When you are purged, waſhed, God 
will take delight in you, and have fellow- 
ſhip with you, Ja. 1. 16, 18, 


Means. 


7. Take the glaſs ofthe Law, and view ' 
your ſelyeggtherein, that-will ſhew you- | 


your filthineſs : I had not known ſin 2ur-by 
the Law, {aid Pant. Rom. 7.7, *. 


2, Know 


Mm 
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Plal. 90. 21. you may ſce it in bis terrible 
threats, and the judgments which he execu- 
mh, Pſal. 9. 16. | 

3, Aſſent to the truths of Gods threat- 
nings. Say often tothy own ſoul, it will 
beas God hath faid : Fury will reſt, ſet-- 
tle won: me, if I continue unpurged from 
 flbineſs 

4. Confeſs your natural and contracted 
flthinefs, as did David, Pſal. 53, 5. and- 
then ſee, 1- 7obn 1. 9. 

5. Pray, purge me, waſh me, cleanfe 
me, Create in me a clean heart, as David 
did Pſal. 52. 

6. Above all getting, get faith, for "tus 
faith that purifies the heart, At. 15.9. 

Firſt, Hear for it , for it comes by 

bearing, Rom. 10. 

Secondly, Give God no reſt till be bas 
grven it you. 

7. AQ faith in the cleanſing blood of 
{ Chriſt: Jr cleanjeth away all ſm, britg 
ſprinkled and applied, 1 John 1.7. 1 Per. 
| 1,2, Go tothe fountain ozened for ſin ang 
ureleanneſs, Zech, 13.1. 

Say to thine own [cult 

1. 1 am filthy, even filthineſs, Ay 

mind and conſcience is d filed, Tit. 1.15. 
/. 


2. Know the power of Gods anger »- 


Ao... AMrCpycr_ 2000000 tr 
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} ama pirſon of u clean lips, Iſa. 6. 5. for 
iow can he be «Jean who is born of a wo- 
man? Job 25.4. Who can bring a clea 
thing out of an unclean? Job 14. 4. Br 
hold 1 am ſhapen in iniquity, and in ſin di 
my mother conceive me, Plal.51.5. Befides, 
Flow abor:inable and filthy am 1, who hav 
drank iniquity like water ? Job15.16.. 0h 
wretched man that Iam, who ſhall delivn 
me from the body of this death ? Rom. 7, 
24. 
1. Thebody of ſin, Rom. 6.6. called 1 
body, becauſe ic hath many members, 
Col.4.5. 


A body of death , becauſe it- tends to 


death, and threaten | death, * 

2, Say to thy own ſoul, Chrif*s blood 
was ſhed to cleanſe from this filthineſs of ſin. 
And thar, 

Firſt, By Gods own appointment, Act. 

2.23. 1 Pet. 1.20. 

Secondly, For this wery purpoſe, 


Zech. 13.1. 1 Joh. 3.5, 8.: Ifa. 53.5. 


3: Say to thy. own ſoul, Jeſus Chriſt 

ig the Miniſtry- and preaching of the Go- 

 ſpel, has been evidemtly- ſet forth crucih- 
ed before mine. es, Gal. 3; 1. God 4 

fet bi» f1ith to be a propitiation throu:" 
4 «ith in 15 blood, Rom. 3.25. —_— 


2 


—_——_— 
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bus eternal counſel, and afterward in the 
execution of che ſanic in the fullneſs of 
time, but by th: preaching of the Goſpel, 
2 Tim. 1.10,11. & 1 Per. 1.20. He was 
manifeſted in theſe lajt times for us, not 
only*in reſpe& of his iocarnation, bur in 
reſpet of the Revelation of him in the- 
preaching of the Goſpel, lince bis Incar- | 
nation: So alſo God hath ſet him forth 
to be a Batch :0 waſh us from our filthi- 
neſs, Rev. 1.5, wy 

4. Say to thy foul, This blood of Chriſt 
1s precious blood. 1 Pet. 1, 19. powerful 
and eifcacious to <&ffet that for which 
'wwasthed, viz. T he cleanſing away of ſin. 
Though the blood of Buils and Goats could 
not take away ſin, yet this precious blood of 
the Lamb of God can ;, See Hcb.10.4,8, 
9, 10, 11,12, 13, 74. 

5. Say to thy ſelf, This blood of 
Chriſt is the only Bath, for the 1oul, 
There's no other fanntain, no other name, no 
way elſe to be cleanſed, AR. 4.12, 1 Tim. 
2.5. 

6. Sayto thy own ſoul, I muſt waſh 
in this Bath or elſe be for ever unclean, 
and unpurged , and fo never enter into 
Heaven , Far there ſhall in nowiſe enter in 


any thing that defileth, Rev. 21.27. But 
Goa's 
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Gods wrath and fury will reſt and abid 
wpors me for ever, Joh. 3. 36. 

7, Say to thy own ſoul, Iam invite 
eo Bathe inthis blood of Chriſt, to apph 
it by faith, for my cleanſing : 'Tis offer 
to me, Ia. 55. 1. AR. 10.43. To bin 

ive all the Prophets witneſs, that throw) 

s Name, whoſoever believeth on him (ud 
yecerve rerifſion of ſins : And Rev. 22.1), 
Whoſeever will, let him take of this water 
life freely. 

8. Say to thy own foul, 1 am con- 
manded to accept of the offer, to Bathe in 
this fountain, to reſt on Chriſt for clear 


ling; Tolook unto him to be ſaved from my 
filthinefs, Iſa. 45 22. So that, as foul x 
I am, it will! be no preſumption in me to 
come and waſh im this Jordan : Chrilt calls 
me, Matth. 11. 28." Come anto me all ye 
that are beavy laden with dirt and filth. 

Say to thy own foul, IT am promiſed 
by bim who is true and faithful ; Even the 
true God, and eternal life, 1 John 5. 20. 
That if I come to him for cleanſing, / ſhal 
in 10 wiſe be caſt out, refuſed, John 6. 37. 
Why then ſhould I not obey this com- 
mand, and belieye and reſt on Chrilt for 
my cleanſing? 


———————"” 


10, Yet | 
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10. Yer once more, that you may a& 
faith in the blood of Chriſt for cleanling., 
fay to thy own ſoul, was nor I baptized 
for the remiſtion of tins, AF. 2. 38. Re- 
pent and be baptized, inthe name of Chrift, 
for the remiſſion of ſins : 1. For affurance 
that your lins are torgiven you for Ciiſts 
ſake : So AF. 22.16. Ariſe and be E ap- 
tized, and waſh away thy fins ( according 
to the Du:ch Annotations ) For a ſign 
and ſeal that thy ſins are waſhed away, by 
the blood and ſpirit of Chriſt. 

To improve thy Baptiſm in order to thy 
cleanſing, 

1, Say to thy ſelf, Does not water in 
Baptiſm ſignifie and ſeal by.Divine Inſti- 
tution ? Is it not an ordinance of |efus 
Chriſt ? Matth. 28. 18, 19, 20. 

2. Say to thy ſelf, Does not water in 
Baptiſm ſignite and feal the cleanfing 
blood of Chriſt , and our juſtification and - 
lanRihcation thereby ? KrzoweFft thu not 
O my ſoul, that they who are baptized into 
Jeſus Chrift, are baptized intorhis death ? 
Rom. 6.3. 1. Topartake of the benefits 
of his death. 

3. Say tothy ſelf, was not this water 
applied to me? and that, in the Name of 
the Fatber, Son, ard Holy Ghoji ? ; 
4. Was 
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4. Was it not applied £0 me in a folen; 
way, In the preſence of the holy Triniy, 
with a declaration of the inſtitution 
Baptiſm by Chriſt , and with prayer t 
God in the name of Chriſt, that his blog 
repreſented by the water might cleank 
me. 

5.Say to thy ſelf, Is not my Baptiſmny 
bond, obliging me to apply that blood « 
Chriſt co my ſoul, which was repreſente! 
by the water which was applied to ny 
body ? 

6. Say again Have I applied it, and 
am 1 cleanfed from my filthineſs ? 

7. lfnor, ſay to thy foul, Is not ny 
caſe as bad as the caſe of unbaptized Inh- 
dels? See /er.9.25, 26. 

8. Andilſ>, ſay to thy foul, Howca 
my conſcience be quier, and let me alone 
16 ſuch a caſe\? 

Wherefore lay a charge upon thy (elf 
to believe, to receive, and reſt upon 
Chriſt for cleanſing, as he 1s offered in 
the Goſpel. Say, Believe O my ſoul, go 
ro the fountain, wilt thou dye in thy 
filth, and under the fury of the Almighty 
God ? 
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IM A N 


ed 


my rm 
| for Iniquity. 

nd 00 

! Iſa. 65.6. 

| Bebold, «it is written brfore me : I'will rot 
I filence , but will recompence , even 
compence into their boſon. 

f Ehold, obſerve , take notice of it; 
- It i written before me : 

n Tt #s written : Firſt, What? 
0 Secondly, Where? | 
J 


j Firſt, What ? Torr mgquities, verl. 7. 
Sin, Jer. I7,1. 
Your rejeRting © hritt, 


G Secanc- 
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Secondly, Where ? In Gods book, we 
enter in books ſuch matters as we would 
not have forgotten. Thus Ezre 4. 15, 
19. & 6.2, Eſth.6. 1. 

So God alſo has books of remembrance, 
not only of what, 

1. Is done for him, al. 3.16. Pſa 
56. 8. | 

2. Bur againſt him, Det. 32. 34. Hg. 


* 4 
The meaningis, God keeps it in mind 
as well as if it were -booked down. 


Before me ;, It lieth before my face, tha 
it ay not be forgotten. 

q. d, Thcir wicked doings are upon re- 
cord. with me , and this record alwaye 
lies open before my face. 


—— 


They did it, Iſa. 65.3. to my face, « 
' in my ſight, as Dewt. 31.29. Pſalm 514 
and it remains ſtill before'him. | 


I will not kgep ſilence, i. e. 1 will 
longer forbear as I kave hitherio done. 


| 
| 
l 
| 


But will recompence, even recompente in- | 
to their boſom ;, or will repay, yea repay | 
inco their lap, | 


2. Cet- 


we 
1d 
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1, Certainly, undoubtedly; therefore 
is the threat doubled, to pur ir out. of 
doubt. CE 

2. Abundantly, largely , as repaying 
into their boſom or lap ſignifies; he wi!l 
recompence and repay them, not by tail, 
meaſure, or weight ; bur by pouring forth 
into the receivers lap without any regard 
bow much, 


DoR. Though God delay the execution of 
vengeance for ſome time, yet at length be 
will nndonbtedly and abundanily powr 
eat bis wrath upon impenitent ſinner:. 


Firſt , God dejayes to execute ven- 
geance for atime, , 

Secondly, Art length he will take ven- 
gence. 


I. Goddelayes for a time to take ven- 
geance, Pſal. 50.21. Iſa. 42. 14, 
Thus God did bear long with the oid 
world, 1 Pet. 3.20. | 
He will avenge at laſt though he bear 
long, Luke 18.7. 
After a long time the Lord of thoſe ſer- 
vants cometh and reckoneth, A7ar. 25.19. 
G 2 Though 
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Though God keep lilence for a time, | - 2 
yet he will ſpeak at laſt. See Habah, | anc 
3% -©. | 


Reaſons. 


Negatively, Not becauſe God is ſlack, 
as we are too apt to conceive, Pſal. 51. u 
FN 
No, not as if God were ſlack, back. | 
ward through weakneſs, forgerfulneſs or | 1 
fickleneſs and inconſtancy, 2 Pet. 3. 9. 
They are not lack that are long ere 
they come, but they that come not at the | 
due and appointed time. Now God never |! Gai 
ſtayes beyond that time, Heb. 10, 37, | Ren 
Haba. 2. 3. So then this is mot the \ 
Reaſon: but, Na 


' Affirmatively, 1. Becauſe God is long- S 


ſuffering, 2 Fer. 3. 9. willing that we I 
ſhould have time and means to repent, ; 5 
and ſo not periſh. See Row. 2. 4. um 

2. To leave ſinners at laſt withouter- F 
cule, as Prov. F.,11,12,13. 2 


3. Becauſe he has an eternity wherein 79: 
to be revenged on them. 


At 


2. 
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2, At length God will take venge- 
ance, (Fc. . 
He will do it , P/al. 50. 21, 22. 1/a- 
42. 14. Ext, 24. 13, 14. 


Conſider we alittle, 
Firſt, Who it is that will recom- 
pecce? 
Secondly, How he will do it. 
Thirdly, When. 
Fourthly, Why. 


Firſt, Who it is? # 
He to whom it belongeth, and who 


| Gaims- a-propriety in it ; Dewt. 32. 35. 


Rom. 12.19. 
Who this is? See Jer. 32, 18, 1g. 


. Nah. 1. 2, Fer. $1. 56. 


Secondly, He will do it, 

1. Abundanily,.plentifully, P/al.79.12. 
Sevenfold,” ſeven times more , and. ſeyen 
times more, Levir. 26.23, 24. 

He poures it out, Nah. 1.6. 

2. Terribly, Joel 2. 11, 31. Iſa. 2, 


What terrible things did he do by the 
Red Sea ? Pſal. 116. 22. See Nah. 1.6. 
G y So 
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So terribly that the ears of thoſe that 
hear ſlall ringle, 2 Sam. 3.11. 2 Ky. 
21. 12, fer. 19. 3. Shall have his ear 
ſtricken with horror and aſtoniſhment, 
the report of it, though he ſee it not. 
See allo, Pſalm 119. 53, 120. Exh 
23. 5. 


Thirdly, Certainly , ſurely, er. 51, 
56. and therefore is the threat, 

1. Doubled in the Text, and J/a. 59, 
18. 
2, Sworn to ; God fears he will & 
it, Dent. 32.40, 41. | 

3. Written down, Exod. 17: 14. & 
34-27, 

Or_thas, God will do ic : For, 

1, Hehas ſaid it. 

2. Saidit again and again in the Tex, 
Ezth. 24. 14. 

3. Swornit, Demr. 32.40, 41. 

4. Ser his hand coir, writtenit, Ex, 
_—_—_ 

5. Sealed it, Dent. 32. 34. 


Thirdly, When? In due time, Dew 


32.34, 35. 7oel3. 13. 
When (mis ripe, Gen. 15. 16. Tek 
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Their iniquities were, 
Execrable Idolatry. 


Grievons Oppreſſion. 
Predigions Lu}. 


Theſe were not yet full, not at their 
growth. Sin comes to it by degrees, Fer. 
$I, 13. Dan. 8. 23. Matth. 23.32. 


Fourthly, Why? Becauſe Gods. Holj- 


! neſs, Juſtice, Truth, and Honour re- 


quires 1t, 

- 1.- His Holineſs; - Which is ſuch, that 
be cannot away with iniquity, Hat:1.13. 
See Jſa-1. 13. ; | 

2. His Jaſtice; He' muſt render to 
every one according to his doings, how 


' elſe can he be juſt, Rom. 2. 6, 9. Jerem. 


32, 19, 

3. His Truth, and Oath requires it, 
he bath ſaid it, and doubled it; and 
ſworn it, and cauſed it ro be written, as 
you have heard. 

4. His Honour ; See Mal. 2. 17. 

5. Their enmity to God and his peo- 
ple requires it, Pſal. 83. 1,to 6. 
| 6. Gods Soveraignty over all z£quires 
it, Pſalm $3, 18, with the foregoing 
verſes, G.. 4 | Uſe. 
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Uſe. 


Firſt, Of Admonition, 

1. Be not bardi.ed in your fins, be 
cauſe ſentence is not preſently executed, 
S:e Eccleſ. $: 114 

. For God, you hear, will puniſh at length. 

2, Be not mockers and ſcoffers as they, 

2 Pet. 3: 44 
For God will puniſh at length. 

Nor like them, /fa. 5. 19. Jer. 17. 1s, 

Pſal. 14. 1. But let ſuch read , J/a 22 


13, 14. 


Secondly, Uſe of Exbortation. 
1. Fear and tremble finners, for God 
will puniſh at length if you. perſiſt. 


Be affeted as David was, Pſal. 119. 


53,120. Hethought God was to be fea: 
cd, Pſal. 76 7. 
God will, 


In general, Avenge himſelf of yon, 1h. 


1. 14. 
A. 


Abaſe you, Job 40.11. Dan. 4. 37. 


Afﬀrigh 


Bre 


1 
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Afright you, Deut. 28, 66, 67. 


B. 

Break, you with a rod of iron, Pfal. 2. g. 
C. 

Caſt you off, 1 Chron. 28. 9. 

Cut off all your horns, Pſal. 75. 10. 

Cauſe your Children to behave themſelves 

proudly, Ia. 3. 5. 

D. 


Deſtroy and devour you at once, Ila. 42. 
14. 


E, 


Excente vengeance on yougn anger, and fil 
79, Micah 5.15. Ezek.25. 27, 


F. 
Fill your faces with ſhame, Pal. $3.16. 


G 5 Gye 
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G. 


Grve your ſubſtance and treaſures to the 
ſpoil, Jer. 17. 3. 


H, 
Heap miſchief on you, Dent. 32. 23. 
F, 


Impoveriſh yew, Judg. 6.6. Jer. $5. 17, 
Pſal. 106. 43, Aargin. 


K. 


Keep wrath:for you, Nah. 1. 2. 


L. 


Lead you forth with the workers of iniquity, | 
Phal. 123, F. | 


M. 
Make you frek, in ſmiting you, Micah 6. 
"TY 


Ns | 


R; 


Not acquit you, Nah. 1. 3. 
Not ſpare you, Dent, 29.20. 


Ordain arrows againFt you, 'Plal. 7.13. 
Overthrow you houſe, Prov, 14-11, 


Prepare Inſtruments of death for you, Plal. 


7,13. 


Pour out wrath upen you, Plal. 79. 6. 
Paniſh you ſeven times more, Levit. 26G, 
Perſecute you with his ſtorm, Plal. 83.15. 


Quench you. as tow or flax, or the wick, of 
candle, by caſting it into the water, Ila. 


43. 17. 


Rain upon you fir 
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e, &c. Pſal. 11. 6: 
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S. 


S-paraie You tinto evil, Deut. 29. 21; 


Smte you with aſcab, I. 3.17: 


T ake aw 


v5 


ay your bravery, Iſa: 3. 18: 


Tear you:sn-pieces, Plal. 50. 22; 


V- 
. . 


Biex youwin bis, &c. Pſal. 2. 6. 


W; 


Virfte you in the ſight of paſſers by; Exel 
5.14. Iſa. 5.6. 
Watie your mountains and bills, and dry 
your herbs, rivers, and pools, 1{a..42. 15: 


2, Prepare-to meet: the Lord i, Amo 
4; 12. | 

I, \ By ſerious conſideration, Hag, 1: 5, 
Pſalm 119, 59. Plilm 50. 22. jerem, 
8. 6, 


2. By finere confefion of your ſins, Jt 
3: 12,13. . b 


3 
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3, By deep humiliation, 2 Chron. 33. 
12,13. 

4. By quiet ſubmiſſion, Judg. 10, 15, 
Levit. 26. 41, 

5. By earneſt ſupplication, Judg,10.15, 
2 Chron. 33.13: Job 11. 13, | 

6. By believing, application ro Godby 
Chrif, Dan. 9. 17. Eph. 1. 6. Alludeto 
Aft. 12. 20. See Zech, 17.12,to 18. 

7. By thorow reformation, EZt. 7, 10. 
2.Chron, 27.6.. Judg. 10. 16, 

8. By firm reſolution to cleave to. the 
Lord for the future ; Covenaning ſo to 
do , 1 Chron. 29. 18.. Nehem. 9. 38. 


Otherwiſe. if-you rake not this courſe, 
though you. be- profeſſors, worſhippers, 
and ſervants-of God in profeſſion; if you 
be no more, nor no better, what has. be- 
fallen other profeſſors, may b«fall you. 


A. 
You may be, 


Afflited, Plal. 94. 5, _. 
Abborred greatly, Plal. 78. 59. & 106, 


40: 
Appoimied to dyc, Plal. 79.11. 


Tome 
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B. 


Toxr Blood may be ſhed likes water, Plain, 


79. 2. 
Broken in pieces, Plal. 94. 5. 


C. 


Ca#t off and put to ſhame, Pal, 44. 9. 
Cut down and burns with fire, Pfalm $6 
I6, 


D. 


Your Dayes way be conſumed in vanity, and 
your years intronble, Pſalm 78. 33, 

Devonred, and your qweiling place laid 
wafte, Plalm 79. 7. 


E. 


Enemies may langh at you, Plal. 80. 16, | 


F. 


Familiar friends may lift up their bet! 
_ againſt you; Plal. 41. 9. 


Fowl: 


all 
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Fowls of Heaven, and beaſts of the field may 
feed upen you? fleſh, Plal. 79.2. 


God may be 4 
$0. 4. and 


ant your prayer, Plal. 
-—_ "x 


$8. 60, 61. and be wroth with them, 


Pſal. 78, G2, 21, 3 I, 


Your Hedge may be broken dawn, Plalm 


$o. 12. 


Haters of you may rale over you , Palm 


106. 41. 


Jealeufie of God may burn like fire againſt 


you, Plal.79. 5. 


Killed allthe day long, Pſal. 44-22. 


Loy brought, Palm $o. 8. 


AMaad 
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M, 


Made a by-word to your neighbour, Plala 
80. 6. A by-word and ſhaking of th 
bead, Plalm 44. 14. 


N, 
None may bury you, Plalm 79. 3; 
O. 


Oppreſſors may ſeek, after your ſoul, Plaln 
$4- 3. 


P. 
Pixwiſhed ſeverely, Amos 3. 2.. 
T _ Prieſts may fall by the ſword, Plain 
78. 64. 


S. 


Scattered, Pſalm 44. 11, | 
Scorned and derided by them about you, 
Pſal. 44. 13. 


Ti#i 


la 


ou this; for you have 
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y 4 


Tears may be given you to drink, in great 
meaſure, Pal. 80. 5. 


V. 


Vile accounted, &c. Lam. 3.45, Even a 
4 ſcum, 1 Cor.4.13. 


W. 


Wild beaſts and boars out of the wood may. 
waſte you, &c, Pſal. 80. I3. - 


Seting this is ſo, will you take the 
courſe preſcribed, that if poſſible none of 
theſe things may come upon you, or if 
= ſhould, that your eternal eſtate may 
be ſecured. 

Firſt, What can you obje& againſt it ? 
* 1, Is it not the courſe that God bath 
preſcribed. That it is, has been proved 
defore ; therefore you can't objeR, 'tis not 


required; you cannor ay 6 —— _ 
card that 


2.. Is 
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2, Is there any unreaſonableneſs 
unrighteouſneſs in the preſcribing of it? 
Can you objeR againſt ic as being unrez 
forable and: unrighreous? nay 13 it ng 
moſt reaſonable and. righteous, that hy 


ving ſinned and provoked God, yau| yi 


ſhould conſider, confeſs, bumble, &&c. 
3. Is it not that courſe that others with 


ſacceſs have -uſed? as NNaneweh, and 


2 Chron. 12.7, 12s 

Can you objeR, and ſay, others hare 
taken this coſa no- purpoſe ? Ahab; 
external humiliation was not without 
ſome fuccels ? The judgment. was deſers 
red apon is; 2 King.21. 29. | 

4. Have not others periſhed for want 
of taking thiscourſe : See 2 Chroy. 36.12. 
of Zedehia to28, Dar. F. 22, to 29 
of Belfbat ar. - 

Can you now objed, and. ſay, others 
have negleRed this courſe and done well 
enough ? 

Thus you ſee you cannot obje& againſt 
this courſe, 

Secondly, Can you think of a better, 4 
ſafer courſe? Can you, or you, or you, 
&c.- fpeak it you can, by your lilence I 
rake it for granted that you cannor. -- 


—» — — 
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Thirdly, If you cannot, are you reſol- 
yed upon this > To conſider, confeſs, &c. 

Fourthly, If you be not reſolved on 
this courſe as yer ; muſt 1 diſmiſs you un- 
reſolved ard deſperate as they , er. 44. 
wil you ſay as they, ver, 16, & 18. 12, 
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GODS 


© Gracious Preſence, 
THE 


SAINTS 


| Great Priviledge. 
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| 


2 Thel, 3. 16, 


Now the Lord of Peace, himſelf give you 
Peace alwayes, by all means.. The Lord 
be with you all. 


OU have Peace (Bleſſed be God) 

Y long may ir laſt ; ir 1s nor like 

to be long-lived, unleſs God 

work wonderfully. Applicati- 

on therefore ſhould be made to him, that 

he who is the God of Peace wonld be plea- 
| ſed to give i alwayes, and by all means. 


[ 
| The 
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The cloſe of the Verſe is that which 1 

intend to ſay ſomething unto, as the Lord 

ſhall enable ae, +. 

The Lord be with you All. 

This is Pauls ValediQtion to the Theſſu 


lonians, and fhall be mine to you. In this | 


ValediQion you' bave, 
1. Paxls wiſh and delire, the Lord þ; 
with you. 
2. The extent of it, The Lord be with 
ou All. He leaves out none of them, he 
wiſheth well to them all z and that which 
he wiſheth is the Preſence of the Lord with 
them, All their welfare ſtanding therein, 
The Lord, God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt ; we muſt 
not leave out any of the Three, for we 
cannot be without the Preſence of any one 
of them; nor can you have the Preſence 
of the one without the Preſence of the 0- 
ther, for theſe three are one, and where 


One is Allare, Of the Fathers, and ofthe | 


Sons, and of the Holy Ghoſts coming to 
be with his People. You read Fob. 14- ſc 
ſus ſaid, if a man love me, be will keep my 
words, and my Father will love him, and we 
will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him. O for faith to believe this ! 
that the Father and the Son will come n 
make 
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' make their abode with ſuch. Whoſoever 


goes from you, you may. be ſure the Father 


| and Son will come, if you love bim and 


erp bis words, Seeverle 23. And forghe 
coming of che Holy Ghoſt: See _ Joh, 1g. 
16. I will pray the. Fatber, ſaith Chrift 
( Here's a praying friend ,, and. ;praytng 
iriends we uſe to ſay are 9ur beſt-friends'} 
withhe ſhall give you another Comforter ,that 
tr may abide with you for ever, even the Spin 
vitef Truth, verſe' 17. + That he: may 4» 
bide with you for - ever, mark that z when 
te comes, hewill not -be like a wayfaring 
man that comes for a night, and chen-is-gon, 
but he will abide for ever : when-I came 
tomr-from Heaven, I came with apurpoſe 
orecurnagain, when T1 had done my work 
tere, bur this Comforter, my Spirit, ſhall 
tdide with-you for ever. Well then the 
Lord be with you, the Father Son and 
Holy Spirit be with you, the erernal Je- 


.bovah, who bath his being of himſelf, and 


bives being to all things elſe, even the be» 
ngof performance to his promiſes; This 
Lord be with you, Be with your whole 
man, This Lord be with your Bodies , 
This Lord be with-your Souls, This Lord 
te-with every part of your Bodies, and 
with every Power of your Souls, The 
Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle in his former epiſtle, praying fo* 
theſe Theſſalonians. 1 Thel, 5. 23. Praye 
thus, The very God of Peace ſanitify you 
wholly, and 1 ray God your whole Spirit, and 
Soul and Body be preſerved blameleſs,unto the 
coming of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. So then 
the Apoſtle would have the Lord ro be with 
their whole man, not with a parr of it, not 
with their Souls and Spirits only, or Bo. 
dies only, but with their Spirit Soul and 


Body-: and the ſame Apoſtle praying for | 
Timothy, piayes, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt | 


be with thy Spirit , 2 Tim. 4. 22. It | 


matters not who are abſent, ſo Chriſt be 
preſent; his preſence is more, then the 
preſence of the neareſt and deareſt relaii- 
ons, The Lord be withyouall, not only 
with a part of you, I know not which of 
you toleave out of my Prayers: For you 
all have need of Gods preſence, whether 

ou be Saints or Sinners, If Sinners, you 

ayeneed of the Lord to be with you, to 
convince you and convert you, And as 
for thoſe thar are Saints, 1 know none that 
have ſo much grace that they need no 
more, the Lord therefore be with them, to 


eſtabliſh, confirm, and encreaſe grace in | 


them; the Lord be wich you at all times. 
If God beabſent at any time, we know 
not 


CA... = 
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not what to do. Some of you have had 
experience , that when God hath with- 
drawn never ſo little, your cafe hath been 
bad enough. The Lord be with you in all 
places. We can be ſecure and ſafe in no 
place without his preſence. 

The Lord be with you in all conditions, 
n all eſtates; for if you be in the moſt pro- 
ſperous eſtate, you cannot tell how to be 
without God. 7ehoſaphat thought ſo, 2. 


| Chron. 20.12. 11 thefulneſs of a mans 
| ſufficiency he may be in ſtraights. Job 20. 


22, You cannot be any where, in any 
eſtate, a minute without him. You be- 
lieve it tobe a Truth, chat in him you live, 
move, and bave your being, Act. 17.28, 
not naturally only, bur ſpiritually roo, 
TheLord therefore be with you at all times, 
inal] conditions, in ſickneſs and in health, 
inpeace and in trouble, in all Adverſity 
and in all Profpericy, The Lord be with 
you with all kind of Aids , Helps, and 
Aſſiſtances, variety of Aids and Afliſtances 
we need. This 1: the ſence and menning of 
this vale ditory Prayer, the Lord be with 


| you all The obſervation that I ſhall com- 
| mend to you, is this, 


Dot. God with us 15 4 priviledge great- 


ly to be deſired, and much to be prayed for. 
H The 
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The Apoltle makes this Prayer for the 
Theſſalonians whom he dearly loved, who 
were his hope and joy, and Crown of Re- 
jozcing, 1 The, 2. 19. Could he have 
though: of a greater mercy, he would have 
wiſlit it to them. In ſpeaking to this great 
Truth, I ſhall ſhew, 

1. Thar there is a preſence of God 
with his people. 

2. Thar this preſence of God is a great 
priviſedge. 

3. That this great priviledge is much 
to be deſired and prayed for. 

4, The reaſons of it. 

5. And after this apply it. 

1. There i;a preſence of God with his 
people, TI ſpeak not of the general pre- 
ſence of God, whereby he is not far from 
every one of us, AR. 17. 27. For in 
him we live, move, and have our being : v. 
28. notonly as we had our being from 
him art firſt, but we have our being in him, 
as the Beam has its Being in the Sun. Of 
this preſence of God you read Pſal. 139. 
from which there is no fleeing, v. 7. bes 
every where, v. 8,9, I fill Heaven and 
Earth fiith the Lord, Jer. 23. 24. and 
Ifa. 66, 1, Thus ſaiththe Lord, Heaven 
w my Throne, and the Earth my og, 

This 
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This general preſence of God, if ſeri- 
oully conlidered, and believingly appre- 
hended, would be of great uſe. Bur 'tis 
the ſpecial preſence of God that Iam to 
ſpeak to, his favourable and gracious pre- 
ſence, ſuch as that wiſhed and deſired by 
Aaron and his Sons of old, Num. 6. 24, 
25, 26. The Lordbleſs thee, and keep thee, 
the Lord make bis face ſhine upon thee, and 
be gracious unto thee, the Lord lift up his 
Countenance upon thee, and give thee peace, 
This bleſſing is ſaith 4inſworth, expound- 
ed by the Apoſtle 2 Cor. 13. 14. The 
grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, aud the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Ghoft be —_— all. Thus the firſt branch 
of the bleſhing v. 24. The Lord bleſs 
thee and keep thee, implieth the love of the 
Father. 

The ſecond branch v. 25. The Lord 
make his face ſhine upon thee, and be graci- 


ow unto thee, implieth the grace of the 


0n, 

And the third branch, The Lord lift xp 
hisCountenance upon thee and give thee peace, 
implieth the communion with the Holy 
Ghoſt. Now this Loving , Gracious, 
Communicative preſence of Jehovah, Fa- 
ther Son a» Holy Ghoſt, is that Preſence 

H 3 of 
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of the Lord which is {o great a priviledge, 
andſo much to be delired. The Lords 
preſence with us tobleſs us, with all Spiri- 
tual bleſſings in heavenly places in Chriſt, 
Epli.1. 3. And to keep us fromewil, Joh, 
17.15. Ard to make his face ſhine upon us, 
that we may be ſaved, Plal. 80.3.7, 19. 
Aad tobe gracious to 15 through Chriſt Je- 
ſ«, Epbh. 2.7. And ro lift up bis coun- 
1ena:ice upon us, that Gladncſs may be in our 
hearts. Pal. 4. 8. And to give us peace, 
tht peace wiich paſſeth all underſtandins and 
that which may guard our hearts and minds 
through Chriſt Teſws. Phil. 4.7. This, 
this is the preſence of God which is ſo de- 
ſireable, and of which I am to treat. That 
there is ſuch a preſence of God with his 
people, appears thus. 

1. God Aſlerts it, 

2. Pronuſe; it, 

3. Hath evidenced it. 

4. Gods people have acknowledged ir. 

1. God Aﬀerrs that there is ſuch a pre- 
ſence of His with his people. Iſa, 41. 10. 
Fear thou not, ſauh God, for I am with thee, 
And Ezek. 48.35. The name of the Ci- 
ty from that day ſhall be, The Lord « there, 

2. God hath promiſed ir, Ezek. 26. 
I1, 12. Iwill ſet my Tabernacle anorg 
you, 
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you, and my Soul ſh.ull not ahor yeu.  An4 
1 will walk among you, and will be your God, 
and ye ſhall be my people. 

3. God hath evidenced ir, by Pref: rva- 
tions, Alliftances, Deliverances and Suc - 
ceſſes vouchſafed to his people. Whar 
mighty, Gracious, pardoning preſence «i 
God, was with Moſes and the Children «t 
Iſrael, in bringing them out of Egyjr , 
through the Red Sea, and through tie 
Wilderneſs into Canaan. Read the itory 
of itin the Book of Exodus, eſpecially 
the Song of Moſes, Exid. 15. What 4 
preſence of God was with David, Spit i:- 
ing, Proſpering and Preſerving him, wt cn 
lunted like a Partridge upon the Moun- 
tains: Whence was it that he was nct 
Caught? chere were Skilftul Hunters, yet 
he eſcaped theSnare, for the Lord was with 
bim. 

What 2 mighty preſence of God was 
there with Daniel! He will pray,that he 
will, rhough hebe torn in pieces for it. He 
will not ceaſe to make his Supplications to 
God three times a day, though there were 
a Law made againſt it. Damel would nct 
fail to be with God, and God would nor 
fail to be with Daniel, VVhat! would 
Daniel be with God tothe Hazard of his 
H 3 life ? 
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life? Yes. And was not God with himfox 
his Preſervation? Datel is caſt into the 
Den of Lions: Was he torn or hurt by 
them ? No, The Lions were muzled, their 
Mouths were ſhut, God ſhut them, Dan.6. 
22, My God, ſaith Daniel, hath ſent bu 
Angel, and bath ſhut the Lions mouthes that 
they ſhall not burt me. Though men will 
not be obedient, yet Lions will : touch not 
my Servant Daniel, faith God to the Li- 
ons and they are as quiet as Lambs. Touch 
not mine anointed, ſaith God to men, and do 
my Prophets nobarm : yet men will not obey. 
What a preſence of God was there with 
thoſe three noble Jews when threatned, if 
they would not bow, they ſhould burn ! 
They will bow to- none but God, Das 3. 
17, 18. They will not looſe their intereſt 
in God, to gain an Intereſt in the greateſt. 
Then the King commanded that they ſhonld 
be bound and caſt into the Fiery Furnace, v. 
20. being caſt into ir, the Fire burned their 
executioners,and the bonds wherewich they 
were bound, but ha1ns Power on their Bo- 
dies, nor was there a Hair of their Head 
ſonged, neither were their Coats changed, nor 
had the ſmell of Fire paſſed on them, Dan. 
3. 27. and how came this to. paſs? God 
was with them. 
What 
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What a preſence of God had Pay! with 
him? Ar my firſt Anſwer, faith he, zo 
man ſtood with me, but all men forſo;k me, 1 
pray God that it may not be laid ts their 
Charge: notwithſtanding the Lord ſtood with 
me and ſtrengthened me, and I was delivered 
ont of "the mouth of the Lion, 2 Tn. 4. 
16, 17. 

What 2 preſence of God was there with 
thoſe chat had trial of crue] Mockings and 
Scourgings, of Bonds and Impriſonments, 
of Stoning, and Sawing aſunder, of wan- 
dering, Wants, AfMiRtions and Torments, 
and yet accepted not deliverance upon 
unwarrantable terms. Hcb. 11. 35, 3G, 
37» 
4+ This prefence of God hath been ac- 
knowledged by his People. Behold, faith 
Abijah to fereboam and 3ll Iſrael, God bim- 
ſelf is with us for our Captain : ye be a great 
multitude, and there be with you golden 
Calves which Feroboam hath made you for 
Gods,. you have Idol Gods with you ; but 
God himſelf is with us, 2 Chron. 13.8. 
12, 

This preſence of God was alſo acknow- 
ledged by Hezekiab, 2 Chron. 32. 8, 
Speaking of Semnacherib and his Army, 
with him is an Arm of fieſh, but with us us 
H 4. the 
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the Lora our God, to help us and to fight our 
Battels. God was with them, nor a3 an 
idle SpeRator, but as a Powerful Aſlliſter 
and Helper, 

It was allo acknowledged by Feremie, 
TheLora u with me 44 a mighty terrible one, 
h.refore my perſecutors ſhall ſrunble, and 
ti:y ſhall not prevail, they ſhall be greatly 
a hamed, er. 20.11. And by the Church, 
Plal. 46.7. The Lod of Hoſts ts with ws, 
tne G9d of f.1cob 1s our Refuze. Solla. 8. 
10. Take connſcl together, ſauh the Lord 
by the Prophet to the Adverſaries of the peo- 
ple, and it fhall come to nought, for God s 
with 4. The Lord us on my ſide, I will not 
fear what can man dountome, Plal. 118. 
6,7. you ſee how preat 2cruth this i3, that 
there is a ſpecial preſence of God with his 
people. God - ar promiſeth it, evi- 
cenceth ir, and his people have acknow- 
Iedgedir. The next thing I premifed to 
ſhew you, is that 

2. This preſence of -God with his peo- 
ple is a great priviledge, 'tis a roken of 
fin dirg grace in his lighr, Exod. 33-16: 
And 1t God be with us, 

I. Heis with us asa father with his 
chiliren, 2 Cor. 6.18. 

2, As a Husband with his Wife. I/a. 


*% HIS 3. As 
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3. As one friend with another. 1U{- 
41.8. 
, As a Shepherd with his flock, Pſa. 
23. I. 
5. Asa Captain with his company. Be- 
bold God himſelf ts with us for our Captain, 
2 Chron. 13. 12. 
When 7oſhua was by Ferico, there ſtood 
2 man over againſt him, with his Sword 
drawn in his hand, and Joſhua ſaid unto 
him, arr thoufor us or for our Adverſariese 
And he ſaid, Nay, but as Captain of the 
Hoſt of the Lord am I ow come, Jolbh. 5. 
13, 14, 
6. Asthe Lord of Hoſts, asa General 
with his Armies. The Lord of Hoſts is with 
us, Pſal. 46.7. The Lord of Armies, 


| of all the Armies of Heaven and Earth, 


and Hell roo. Devils are ſubjeR unto him, 
Lak, 10. 17. The Devil cou'd do nothing 
againſt Zob, till he had commiſiion from 
this Lord of Hoits, 7ob. 1. 12. and 2. 6. 
A Legion of Devils could not reliſt Chriits 


| word- of Command, Mark. 5. 8,9. nor 
; could rhey enter into the Swine without 
| commiſſion, v. 12,13. O for faith to 


believe what we read and hear | Whac 


| dowe loſe for want of the exerciſe of faith. 


You baye irmay be the habir of faich, dur 
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if it. comes not forth into at, you have no 
the Comfort of it. 

7. If God be with us, He is with us as 
a King with his Subjets. Mum. 23.21, 
T he ſhout of a King ts amons them: He 
is ſiled rhe King of Jacob, Ila. 41.21. 
The King of Iſrael, Ia. 44. 6. and the 
King of Saints, Rev. 15. 3, And this 
King is a great King, Mal, 1.14. An 
everlaſting King, Jer. :0, 10. and King 
of Kings, Rev. 19.16. and Prince of the 
Kings of th: Earth, Rev. 1.5. By whon 
Kings Reipn, and in whoſe hand s# their 
breath arid life, Now to have God with 
us as a Father, as a Husband, as a Friend, 
as a Shepherd, as a Captain, as a Lord of 


Hoſts, and 25a King of Kings, mutt needs 


be a great pr-viledge. 

3. Once more, it Ged be with us; He 1s 
with us as God in Covenant with us, to do 
all thar for us which bzlongs to a God 1n 

zovenant to ddf, The Lord hu God % 

with bir, Num. 23:-21. $0 The Lord 
our God is with us toh:lp #34 2 Chron. 32. 
8.. How ſweet and comfortable are theſe 
Monoſyl}ables #75, and Our. The Lord 
His God, The Lord- Our God is with us. 
ThatGod with us,is avery great priviledge, 
will fucther appear, if we con[Mder for os 
$ 
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ends, intents and purpoſes;:he is preſtn- 

For what ends1 ſhall ſtew you, 

1. In general. h 

2, Inparticular, ” 

1. In general, God is preſent with his 
people to bleſs them, Ger. 26.24. I am 
with thee ſaid God to Ifaac, and will bleſs 
thee. To deal well with them,Godtells Facob 
that he would be with him, Ger. 31. 3. and 
afterwards when acob pleads this promiſe, 
he thus interprets it, O God of my Father 
Abraham, and God of my Father Ilaac, the 
Lord which ſaidſt unto me, I'will deal well 
with thee, Gen. 32.9. Now tohave God 
with us, and to deal well with us, ſuce is no 
mean priviledge. 

2. Inparticular, God is with bis people 
for theſe gracious ends and purpoſes. 

1. To hear their prayers. Notable 1s 
thar place Deut. 4.7. For what Nation 
# there ſo oreat who hath God ſo nigh them, 
aithe Lord our God us, in all thirgs that we 
call ap0n himfor. Godis with us to hear 


| our Prayers and Complaints, to grant our 
| ſuits, and to do whatſoever we ſhall accord - 


ing to his will delire of him. 1 Joh. 5. 
14. What have you for God todo? God 
ts ready to do jt if you defire it. 

2. To guide and lead us, The Lord 
was 
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was with the people of Iſrael. Num. 14. 
] 4. an: 4 went before them by day i in da Pi 
l ar of a Cloud to lead them the way, and by 


night im aPillar of Fire to give them light, | 


ro%0 by day and night. Exod. 13. 21, 
God is the ſame God that he was then, and 
his preſence is as much with his people now, 
a; it was then, though he go nor before 


them in ſuch vilible Tokens, now, as then, 


I will, ayes God Pſal, 32. 8. Inſtruft 
ih e, ard teach thee in the way which thou 
ſhalt co 3. Iwill guide thee, God is with 
us to dire, and guide us, to ſhew us the 
way and make it p:ain. All che journy- 
ings of 1/7.al were ordered by God. Tis 
very remarkable what you read concern- 
ing their Travels, Nun. 9.17. to the 
end of the Chapter, according to the com- 
mand of God tbey journied, and reſted, 
3. God is with his people to give them 
reſt, He knows they are in a V Vorld full 
of Trouble, and that in the VVorld they 
ſhall have Tribulation, ard thar 1t cannor 
be avuid.d. Joh. 16. 32. He knows, 
that they will be injured, oppreſſed, and 
perſecuted, and therefore will b. with them 
10 give them reit. Ay preſence ſhall go 
4h thee, ſaid God to Moſes Exod. 33. 
14. and I will give thee Reſt. Now thou 
art 
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art Travelling, journying and wandering 
up and down, bur I will give thee reſt. 

4. To provide for them , to obſerye 
what they want, andto provide it ; if they 
want food, or water, to provide it; or if 
they want Rayment, to provide it. As 
the Father is wich his Children, and as the 
Nurſe is with the Infant, ſo the Lord is 
with his people. The Lord is my Shepherd, 
I ſhall not want, Plal. 23. 7. He hath 
paſture enough for his Sheep, He makes 
them lye down in green Paſt urss, he leads them 
by the [till waters : yea thouzh I walk through 
the Valley of the ſhadow of death, faith Da- 
vid Plal.23. I will rot fear, for thou art 


| with me, Sirs, who layes the Cloth, who 


| 


ſpreads the Table, who ſends in proviſion? 
Thou prepareſt a T able before me, Pfal. 23. 
6. God provides, and if their be none 
c|ſero do it, he can command Ravens to 
do it. See1 Kings. 14. 4,6. If provi- 
lion cannot be-had 1n an Ordinary; he will 
ſend it in an extraordinary way. Heclave 
the Reck, inthe Wilderneſs, and gave them 
drink, as out of tne great Depths. Pal. 78. 
15. He commanded the Clouds of the wind, 
and gave them bread ard fleſh alſo. Pal. 
78: 23, 24, 26,27. So that they lacked 
nathing, Deur. 2.7. 

5. God 
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5. God is with his p:ople to preſerre 
them from Trouble, it it be b-ſt, But it 
may be better to be in Trouble thea out of 
it. A Priſon may be better tlien a Palace, 
Reſtraint may be better then Liberty, Sick- 


neſs better then Healch, and Poverty bet- | 


rer then Plenty. Proſperity may ſlay, 
Pro. 1.32. Adverlity may profit. Heb. 
12, 10, And preſerve. The Lord is with us 
ro deliver from trouble, if it be belt to be 
preſerved from it. The Lord # an the midſt 
of his people, Plal. 46. 5. therefore they ſhall 
nortbe moaned. Surely there 1s no inchant- 
ment againſt Jacob, there 1s no Divination 
againſt Iſrael. Num. 23.23. I amwith 
thee, fayes God to Paul, and no man ſhall ſe 
on thee to hurt the, AR. 18, 10, As 
birds flying, ſo will the Lord of Hoſts defend 
7erulalem, defending alſo ke will deliver it, 
and paſſing over he will preſerve it, 114.41. 
5. What ſhall we ſay to theſe things ? /f 
God be for us, who can be againſt us Rom. 
8. 31. If evil be coming, he prevents it. 
Gideon thought if God had been with them 
evil could have not befallen them. Omny 
Lord, faith he, If the Lord be with w, why 
3 all this befallenuws? Judg. 6.13. VVe 
live in the mid(t of dangers, in the midit 
of Snares, in every place evil attends us. 


Its | 
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Its a wonder that we are preſerved: If God 
were not with us, how much evil would day” 
ly befal us ! 

6, God is with his people to fave 


' from harm in trouble, if it come, to 
| fave fromburning in the Fire, and from 


drowning in the Water. Jſa. 43.2. Re- 
member Daniel ſaved from hurt in the Li- 
ons Den, and the Three Princes ſaved from 
hurt in the Fiery-Furnace, and 7oah from 
burtin the Whales Belly, becauſe God 
was with them, 

7. God is with his people to diſappoint 
enemies when they Aſſociate themſelves, 
and rake counſel rogether, laying their 
Heads together, and laying their Coun- 
ſels deep, that none may ſee them, yet 
then God is with his people to blaſt the 
plots of their enemies, Ifa. 8, 10. Aſ- 
ſociate your ſelves, and ye ſhall be broken in 
pieces, take counſel together, and it ſhall come 
to nought, ſpeak the word, and it ſhall not 
fland, fer God ts with us. 

8. God is with his people-to over- 
throwtheir enemies when theypurſue them, 
and will not be ſtopr, when they take up 
Pharaoh-like Reſolutions. Exod. 15. 9. 
The enemy ſaid, /will purſue, 1 will overs 


take, I will divide the ſpoil, my luſt ſhallbe 


ſatis» 
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Satisfied upon them, I will draw my Sword, 
and my hand ſhall deſtroy them. Here was 
ReſoJution enough: But pray mark what 
follows, v. 10. Thou didſt blow with thy 
wind, the Sea covered them, they ſank, a 
lead inthe mighty Waters, Thus the Lord 
overthrew them. Exod. 14. 27. I will 
be with thee, ſaid God to Gideon, Judg.s, 
16. And thou ſhalt ſmite the Midianites as 
one man, So God tells David 2 Sam.7, 
9. 1 was with thee whitherſoever thou wente(t, 
and have cut off all thy enemies ont of thy 
fight. What a promiſe is that, Iſa, 5g, 
:6: I will feed them that oppreſs thee, with 
their own fleſh; and they ſhall be drunken with 
their own blood, as with ſweet Wine, and all 
fl*ſb ſhall know that I the Lord am withthea, 
thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty 
one of Jacob. 

9 The Lord is with his people to del/- 
ver them out of trouble in due time, Thus 
God was wi:h feremie when he ſent him, 
and enemies threatned him, J will be with 
th:e, ſaith the Lord, to deliver thee, Jer.15. 
20. We are troubled on every ſide, ſaith 
theA poſtle, but not diſtreſſed . perplexed, but 
not in deſpair 3 Perſecuted, but not forſaken. 
No, God was with them, 2 Cor. 4. 


8, 9. 


God 


| 


| 


| 
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God was with 7oſephand delivered him 


| out of all his Affictions, A. 7.9, 10. 


according to that promiſe, Plal. 91. 15. 
Iwill be with him in trouble,and deliver him. 

10, God is with his people to aſliſt and 
ſtrengthen them in their work. A, 
10. 38. Itis ſaid, our Lord Jeſus Chrift 
went abour doing good, the Lord being 
with him. Fear rot, ſaith rhe Lord, Ila. 
41. 10. for I am with thee, Imill (ireng- 
then thee, yea I will keep thee, yea 1 will up- 
bold thee witb the right band of my Rigbre- 
ouſneſs. Again v. 13, JI will help thee, 
and again, v. 14. 1 will help thee. 

11, The Lord is with his people to com- 
fort them. Thy Rod and thy Staff they 
comfort we. Gods Rod, like Axrons, bloſ- 
ſomerh, and like 7 onathans hath honey at 
the end of it. Pſal. 43.4. In all our 
Tribulation God 1s preſent to comfort us. 
2 Cor. 1. 4, Ofor faith to beiieve 1t ! * 

12. To Animate and hearten them a- 
painſt fears, Fear not, for 7 am with thee, 
I”, 41.10. Fear not, when thou paſſef 
through the waters I will be with thee, Ila 
43.1, 2. Be ſtrong andof good courage, 
ſaid God to Jolhua, for the Lord thy God is 
wth thee whitherſoever thou go:ſt, Joſh. 
1.9. Be ſtro:7 O Zerubbabel, ſaith the 
Lord, 
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Lord, and be ſtrong O Joſhua, and be ſtrong 
all ye people, ſaith th: Lord, and work,, for 
I am with you the Lord of Hoſts, Hag. 2, 
4. 7oſhua and Caleb, to hearcen and en. 
courage the people, Num. 14. 9. to 
£0 up againſt their enemies, thus beſpeaks 
them, The Lard u with wa, fear them not. 
So Moſes tells the ſame people, If thoy 
ſhalt ſay in thy heart, theſe Nations are mort 
then 1, how can I diſpoſſeſs th:m ? Devut.7. 
17. Thou ſhalt not be affrighted at them, 
faith he v. 21. For the Lord thy God s 
amons you, a mighty God and terrible, And 
again, Deut. 20.1. When thou goeſt on 
to Battel againſt thine enemies, and ſeeſt 
Horſes and Chariots and a People more then 
thow, be not affraid of them, for the Lord 
thy God is with thee, which brought thee out of 
the Land of Egypt. Once more Moſes en- 
courageth the people and 7oſhuz. Deut, 
31. 6,8. The Lord, het 1s that doth go 


before thee, hewill be with thee, he willnot |, 
fail thee nor forſake thee, fearnot, neither be | 


diſmayed. 
13. God is with his people ſometimes 


to make them greater and greater, as he 


was with David. 1 Chron, 11.9. Ss | 
David waxed greater and greater ; forthe 


Lord of Hoſts was with him. But whatif 


we 
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ve wax not greater and greater in the 
World, if we wax greater and greater i" 
Goodneſs, in knowledge, faith and other 
Traces, will it not be much Þater? and 
this we ſh21] do if God be with us. 

14. God is with his people to Correct 
them. Bur you will ſay perhaps, Is it a 
priviledge ro be correted ? A greater 
priviledge ir may be then all thereſt. Sirs, 
ach is our State here that we need cor- 
retion: Weare SanRified but in part. 
We have Droſfs, and Dirt, and Ruſt, and 
filth in and about us, God knowerh. If 
jyou had no Droſs, you would need noFire. 
[f you had no Dirt, you would need no 
mſhing. If no Ruſt, you would need no 
fie, and if no Chaff you would need no 
flail, Tf no Folly, you would need no 
Rod, Bur ſeeing you have Droſs, Dirt, 
toſt and Chaff nor a lictle, Is it not beſt 
or the Gold to be refined, and beſt for 
te Dirt and Filch robe waſhed out, and 
\brthe Chaff co be fann'd away, and for 
[neRuſt ro be ſcoured off? And if ſo, is 
:not a priviledge to be Corrected ? Cor- 
rRtion is our melting, waſhing, fanning, 
ling, If the Child offend in the Fathers 
ſence, he ſcapes a ſcouring , but if tle 
lather be at home he will not think to 
ſcape 
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ſcapeſo. If we offend, and be faulty, God | 
2s with us to Corre&t ns. And he will ft 
correct, yet as a Father, in meaſure, 
He will ſtay bis rough Wind in the day of hy 
Eaft Wind. Iſ32. 27. 8. Fear thou nat 0 
Jacob my ſervant, ſaith the Lord, for I an 
with thee, I will not make a full end of 'thtr, Han 


as of others, but corret# thee in meaſur:, 


=” 
Ta 


yet will I not leave thee wholly unpuniſh'd, oy 
Jer. 46.28. and 30. 41. Davidbleſſd | 


God for his Corre&tion. Before I wa af- 
fitted I went aſtray, but now have I kept thy |, 
word, Pſal. 119. 67. andv. 71. Its 
£ood for me that I have been afflifted, that I | 
might learn thy Statutes. and v. 75. 1 
krow O Lord that thy 7 udgements are right, 
_ that thou in faithfulneſs baſt afflitied |, 
15. God is with his people to encline : | 
their hearts to himſelf ro walk in his ways. Tr 
1 King. 8. 57, 58. The Lordour Gol | 
withus; let hins not leave us, nor forſakt 
4s, that we may encline our hearts unto bin 
to walk_in all his wayes, and tokeep his com- | 
manament s. uf 
16. Toenable them to finiſh work be- 
gun. The Lord God, even my God will be "= 
with thee, ſaid David toh1s Son Solomon, | © 


he will not fail thee nor forſake thee, = le 
thos 


gol 
dre! 
t00 
ſore 


hee, 
are, 
hd, 
(ſed 
4 af- 
t thy 
It u 
vat 1 
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hou haſt finiſhed all the work for the ſervice 
f the houſe of the Lord. 1 Chron. 28. 
20. 

17. To give wiſdom and underſt and- 
ng. David prayes, The Lord be with 


| 


thee my Son, and give wiſdom and under- 
Banding, 1 Chron. "22. 11,12. and to 
Sive him a wiſe behaviour, David behave 
ed bimſelf wiſely in all his wayes, and the 
Lord was with 'bim. 1 Sam. 18. 14. 

18, God is with his people to effect dif- 
cult undertakings. Moſes thought that 
ring to Pharaoh, and bringing the ChiL 
dren of Jſrae/ out of Egypr, was a work 


* ,, |too great and difficult for him, and there- 


mn. 


ited 


cline 
yes, 


. 
; 


od 
rſakt 

" 
Com 


- be- 
ill be 


mon, | 
anc 
thou 


ore delired to be excuſed, ſaying, who am 7 
that I ſhould take ſuch a work yn hand. Exod. 
}.11, 1 am noteloquent, 1 am of ſlow 
heech, andof a ſlow tongue, Exod, 4. 10. 
Tis no matter for that ſaith God ; go and 7 
| will be with thy mouth, and I will teachehee 
what thou ſhalt ſay, Exod. 4. 12, Cer- 
tainly I will be with thee, Exod. 3.12. And 
tho ſhalt bring them out of Egypt. And 
joſhua ſhould ring them into Canaan, as 
tard a work as it was, for God will be with 
bm, Deur. 31. 23, 

19. To hold them. am continually with 
| thee, thou haſt holden me by thy right _ 
Plal. 
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Plal. 73. 23. thou haſt holden me fab 1* 
ſo Ainſworth, and kejt me from faliing,fo | 
Ifa. 41. 10, I am with thee, I wull ups 
bold thee with the right hand of my righte- 
ouſneſs. God is with us to hold us by our 
right hand with his right hand , this is a |” 
oreat priviledge , ſeeing God is greater 
then all, and none # able to pluck them ont Nez 
of his hand. Joh. 10, 29.  Heiswithus 
to keep us by bis Power through faith unte 
ſalvation, 1 Pet.1, F. "þ 
20, Godis with his people to ſeparate |-** 
them and others. Exod. 33. 16. To ih 
make a difference between them that ſerve | 
him, and them that ſerve him not. Mal, J 
3. 18, and 4, 1.2,3. See an inſtance, The 
Dan. 3. 22, 23. In thoſe that were calt 
into the fiery Furnace, and thoſe that caſt 
them in. See alſo to this purpoſe, Exod. 
II.7. &. 10.23. &. 9.26. &. 8.22. " 
23. 
When ſome are ſeperated to evil, Dew. Tg 
29. 21. God is with his people to ſepa- | - 
rate them unto good. auch 
3. I come now tothethird General, to ; I, 
ſhew that this priviledge of Gods grac- nd 
ous preſence is much to be delired and Jy no 
prayed for. ag 
Paul delired it for theſe Theſſalonians. 4. 6 
| 2 Thel. 


rate | 
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: Theſ. 3.16 And for Timothy, 2 Tim, 


hk. 22, 

Moſes delired it for himſelf, and the 
jeople, Exod. 13. 15. &. 34.9. If I 
have found grace in thy ſight, O Lord, let 


[my Lord Ipray thee go awongſt us. 
So did Fabez, 2 Chron. 4. 10. Ja- 


hez called on God ſaying, Oh that thou 
wuldſt bleſs me, and that thine hand might 
le with me. * 

David alſo deſired it for Solomon. 1 
Chron. 22.11,16. My Son, the Lord be 
wth thee. v. 11, Ariſe and be doing,and the 
lard be with thee, v. 16. 

Jonathan alſo prayes thus for David. 
The Lord be with thee, 1 Sam. 20, 12. 

And thus prayes Solomon for himſelf, 
nd for his people, 1 King. 8. 57. The 
Lord our God be with us, let him not leave 
u, nor forſake us, that we may encline our 
arts unto him to walk, in all bis wayes. 

4. Now for the ground and reafons of 


this Do@rine, why Gods preſence is ſo 


much to be delired and prayed for. 
I. Rea. Becauſe God is ſo excellent 


 |ind admirable in all Perfe&tions. There 


'k nothing wanting in God, God is All. 
low excellent is that name of his, Exod. 
14.6, The Lord, the LordGod, Merci 


ful 
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ful and Gracious, long ſuffering, and aboun. 
dant in goodneſs and truth ; keeping mercy 
for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, tran(greſ- 
fron and fin. Again Mic, 7. 18. Who i 
a Godlike unto thee that pardoneth iniquity, 
and paſſeth by the tranſgreſſion of the rem- 
nant of bis heritage : he retaineth not his 
anger for ever, becauſe be delighteth in mer- 
CY- 
2. Rea. Becauſe he isſo utable to our 
condition,therefore is his preſence ſo much 
to be deſired. We are in miſery, we 


are unworthy, weare weak, and yet pro. | 


voking; And dothGod ſuit with ſuch? 
with ſuch as arein miſery? yes, for heis 
merciful: and with ſuch as are unworthy? 
yes, for heis gracious: and with the weak? 
yes, for he is ſtrong. Doth he ſait wich ſuch 
as are provoking roo? yes, for he is long 
ſuffering, and with backNlider; ? yes, for 
he is a God that healeth backſlidings, And 
doth he ſuit with ſuch as have neither mo- 
ney nor price? yes, He will love them free- 
ly. Surely mercy and milery do well 2- 
oree, and ſo doth graciouſneſs and un- 
worthineſs, 1trength and weakneſs. Now 


hence it is, becauſe no perſon or thing 1n | 
all the World ſuits ſo well with our con- | 


dition as God doth, that his preſence is ſo 
much 
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much to be delired and prayed for. _. 
3. Rea. Becauſe God is ſo uſeful for 
os, therefore his preſence is ſo much to be 
delired. VVhat ſay yeu toa portion, is 
not thar of uſe? VVhar ſay you to an 
Inheritance, is not that of uſe? VVhatr 
ſay you to the Light, is not that of uſe? 
VYhat ſay you to a ſhicld in Batrel, is nor 
that of uſe > VVhat ſav you to a lhelter 
in a Storm is not that of uſe ? VVhat 
ſay you to efuge, a Rock, a Tower , 
when you are purſued, is not that of uſe? 
God 1s all this: The Lord tis my Portion 
ſaith my ſoul, Lam. 3.24. The Loraus 
their Inheritance. Exek. 44. 28. Pal. 
16. 5. The Lord is my Light. Pal, 27, 
I. The Lords a Sun ind 4 Shield. Pal. 
$4.11. The Cod of Jacob « our Ri fuge; 
Plal. 46.11. The Lord is my Reck,, my 
fortreſs, and my delwverer, my God, my 
Strength in whom [I will truſt, my Buckley, 
the horn of my ſalvation, and wy high T ow- 
er, Pal. 18.2. Now, nawonder, the 
po of Gol is fo delirable, becauſe 
eis fo exccllent and fo ſutable a $004 
and (9 uſeful for us, 
4. Rea. Becauſe God is ſo lalting a 
g00d, There are many things ;h2t may tix 
well 
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well with us, and be very uſeful ro us, but 
chey maybe of little conrinuance,they may 
he ſhort lived. Husbands & Wives whom 
0d hath ſo ſuited, that none could poſſi- 
bly be ſuiced better muſt part.Husbands do 
n2t live for ever with their Wives, and 
Parents do not live for ever with their 
Children, nor one friend with another. 
Bur God is a laſting good. The everlaſt 
: g God. Ifa. 40. 28. thow not 
enown, haſt thou not heard, Wat the ever- 
laſting God, the Lord, the Creator of the 
eds of the Earth faimeth not, neither 
1s weary. 

5. Reaſ. Becauſe all other good will 
do us no good without him, The Crea. 
rare, nay all the Creatures are but Cy- 
piers without him, The Creature ts not 
Bread, you miſtake if you think ſo, why 
do you ſpend money for that which us na 
Bread, and your labour for that which ſa- 
tirfieth not * [fa TF+ 2. 

The Creatyres name is vanity, wanity 
of wanities, ſaith the Preacher, vanity of 
vanities, fl ts vanity. Ecclel, 1.2. The 
rren'' '&'is a thing of nouzht. Amos. 6. 
13. Ut 1s net, Prov.23.5. Wilt thou 
© thine eyes upon that which u not, __ 

ow 
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how many things is there, that haye been 

in your poſleſtion , of which you mult 

now ſay they are not: My VVite 1s not, 

my Hu+band is not, my Father is not, my 

Mother is not, But will it ever be ſaid 

God is not? Chriſt is not? The Holy 

Spirit 1s not? No, no. Hence 'tis alſo 

that the preſenC® ofGod is ſo much to be 

deſired above all other things ; becauſe 

all other things will do us no good with- 

out him. Yehoſaphat a Prince, a potent 

Prince , whoſe Militia was Eleven hun- 

dred and threeſcore thouſand , belides 
what he had in Garriſons, 2 Chren.17.12, 
&c. 'Tis ſaid, he waxedgreat excredingly; 
yet ſayes he, 2 Chron. 20. 12. We have 
no might, neither know we what todo, but 
our eyes are unto thee. This he ſpeaks in 
reference to God, without whom indeed 
they had no might at all, He looked up- 
on al] the Forces he had, as nothing with- 
out God. And ſo are Riches, and fo are 
Relations: Alas ! they are nothing with- 
out God. 

Reaſ, 6 Becauſe God alone is enough, 
he is enough without any thing elſe. God 
needs not the Creature to ſupply us, to 
ſupport us, to refreſh, revive and com- 
” WMA fort 
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fort us; He needs net the Creature to di- 
re&t or counſel us. It pleafeth him to 
make uſe of the Creature, and to afford 
ir«moſt times ; but if he deny ir, he can 
do it without the Creature, Ic was an ex- 
cellent ſaying of char Martyr, 1f you take 
away my food, God wg tte away my hun- 
ger, Truly Sirs God hath, made alitile 
ſerve the turn many times, when others 
with their much have been inewrant. [the 
midſt of their ſufficiency they have been in 
frraights, Job 20. 22. Remember that of 
Habakkuk , Iwiſh the ſame frame of heart 
to you that be bad, Habak, 3. 17, 18. Ab 
though the figtree ſhall not bloſſom, neither 
ſhalt fruit be in the vines 5 the labor of the 
olive ſhall fail; and the fields ſhall yield no 
meat, the flock, ſhall be cut off from the fold, 
and there ſhall be no beard in the ſtalls:(HaW 
then would he be able to live ! ) yer [will 
re'oyce in the Lord, I will jay in the God of 
my ſalvation, When there is no meat in 
the fields or ſtalls; there is yer a God in 
Heaven: and he knows how 'tis with us, 
and that we have need of theſe things, 
Matth. 6.32. and if the Father know that 
his child wants bread, he ſhall not want it 
long, if his Father bz able co relieve bim ; 


what- | 
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what ever you want, if you want not faith, 
it will be well enough : O for the kill of 
living by faith ! Ir & nothing with thee to 
b:lp, fayes Aſa, in his prayer to God, 
whether with many,or with them 19at have 10 
power : 2 Chron, 14. 11, God wi h us 
is more then all befides, 2 Chron. 32.7, 
8, 


Icome now to the Application, If the 
Gracious preſence of God be ſo grea a 
priviledze, and therefore ſo much 16 be 
deſired. Then hence be Informed, 


1. Happy are they that have God gra- 
ciouſly preſent with them. Take your 
Bible and read, Det. 4.7. & 33.29. 
2 Sam. 7. 23. Levy. 26G. 11, 12. Happy 
the Congregations and Habitations that 
bave this Name, The Lord: there, Exck. 
48.35. and thar may be called the Throne 
of God, Jer. 3.17. This is matter of re. 
joycing, Sing and reioyce O daughters 0 
Lion, for lo ] come, and I will dwell in the 
madFt of thee, ſaiththe Lord, Zech.2.10,11. 
ire allo Rov.21. 3. 

2, Miſerable arethey with whom God 
s not, that wang, bis gracious preſence. 
I 3 How 
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How was Sal diſtreſſed for want of God; 
preſence, 1 Sam. 28. 15, 16, Wo, wo 
co ſuch from whom Gad departs, Hy, 
9,12. . 

Uſe 2. Is God with us ſo great a 
priviiedge, and ſo much to be deſired? 
Then examine, Is God with us? Are we 
priviledged with Hs preſcace ? To know, 
take theſe ligns of Gods gracious pre- 
lence. 

F:rſt, A praying frame of heart is a 
fign of Gods favourable preſence. God 
isa God hearing Prayer, Pſa!. G5. 2. and 
prepazes the heart to pray where ever he 
», Pſal. 10.17. and pour's ont a ſpirit 
of prayer , Zech. 12.. 10. 7erem. 31.9. 
which ſpirit helps our Infirmities , and 
prayes in us, Kom. 8.26. 'God ſets them 
with whom he is, a praying. 

I: In all places, inthe cloſet and fami- 
ly, yea and in the field, Ruth 2. 4. The 
Lord be with you, ſaid Boaz, to bus Reaper: 
31 the field. 

2. Art all times, in the Evening and 
Morning, at Noon, and at Midnight, Pſal. 
55. 17. & 119. 62. God was with Me- 
ſes, David and Daniel , and they pray 


with Jabez, and he prayes; 1 Chron. 4. 


I9, 
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10. with Ephraim, Jerem. 31.18. and he 
prayes; with Paul, and he prayes ; Att. 
9.11, and when with us, we ſhall pray 
alſo; Pſal. 91.15. | 

Secondly, A penitent frame of heart, 
where God is, there is weeping and mou! 
ning for (inning againſt him. How wer: 
Joſeph's guilty brethren troubled ar h:- 
preſeace, Gen.45. 3. So ſhall guilty wc. 
b: at the preſence of God, we ſhall Jor k 
on him whom we have pierced, and mour: ; 
Zech. 12. 10. & fcr.31.9,18, 19. where 
you have an inſtance of a mourning frame 
of heart, when God vouchſafed his pre- 
lence. 

Thirdly, An hnmble frame of heart ; 
God dwells with ſuch, and none but ſuch, 
ſa. 57.15. 

Fourthly, An obedient frame of heart 
inclined to God, to walk in all his wayes, 
If the Lord our God be with us, he will in» 
eli-e our hearts to keep bis Teſtimonies, 
1 Kinss 8. 57, 58. Where he comes, he 
puts his ſpiri into them, and cauſeth them 
to walk in bis Statutes, Exzck, 36. 27. Sce 
fob. 8.29. 

Fifthly, Strength in the Soul, P/al.138. 
}. whom God is with, he ſtrengrbens 
I 4 Iſa. 
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Iſa. 41.10. both co do and ſuffer , todo 
buſineſs , and bear burdens, Fſalm 55, 
22. 

Sixthly , Warm affeftions, heat and 
life in the ſervice of God , whil!t Chriſb was 
with, and talked with his Diſciples, their 
hearts burned within them, Luke 24. 
32. 

Seventhly, A ſpirit ſtirred up ro pro- 
mote the worſhip, and ſervice of God. / 
am with you ſaith the Lord , Hag. 1.13, 
Ang the Lord ſtirred up their ſpirits, ard 
they came and did work, in the houſe of the 
Lord of hoſts their God, v. 14. s 

Eighthly Preſervation from evil from the 
evil of fin eſpecially. Ob that thou would? 
be with me, and keep me from evil ; was the 
requeſt of Zabez} 1 Cire. 4.10. where God 
15 he delivers from every evil work, 1 Tim. 
4. 18, / 

- Ninthly, Victory over enemies 3 Szre- 
ly, I will be with thee, ſaith God to Gideap, 
Judg.6.16. and thou ſhalt ſmite the Midig- 
nites as one man. If God be with US, ence 
inies will be ſubdued, 1 Chron. 22. 18. 
world t eſh and Devil roo will be ſubdued, 
T brou h 'h: ſpirit, the deeds of the fieſh will 
be n.ortifi-d, Rom. 8.13. | 
Tenthly, 
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Tenthly, Profiting by affliions, Hb . 


, 12. IO, 


Eleventhly, Fruicfulneſs, under means 
ofgrace: Jf the ſpirit come and blow upon 
wir garden, the ſpices thsreof will flow out ; 
Cant. 4. 16. If Chri#t be in ts, avd abide 


. | in15, we ſhallbring forth much fruit, Joh. 


I5. 5. 
Twelfthly , Fixedneſs, unmoveableneſs 
from God, and his truth : God & #1 the 
midſt of her, ſhe ſhall nat be moved; Plal. 
46.5. Becauſe he is at my right hand, I ſhall 
not be moved ; Pſal. 16.8. Becauſe he is 
with us, the Gates of Hell ſha'l never pre- 
vail again #5, Chriſt our Sampſon ( as 
one ſayes ) hath flung them off their 
Hinges. We fhall not be greatly moved, Plal. 
62. 2, 


Uſe 3. Of Exhortation. Sirs , get 
God tro be with you. Gods gracious 
Preſence is ihe principal thing, therefore 
with all chy getting , getit. Goldin the 
purſe or coffer will not itead or avail you, 
like God with you. God anſwers more 
then money. Wealth when gotten, mor! 
and ruſt may . corrupt it, Thieves may 


break through and ſteal ir. . Bur God 's 
I's Ty out * 


178 Gods gracious Preſence 
* Out of the reach of all, rhere is nofear or 
danger of looling him, when once you 
have gotten him: He therefore is worth 
the getting. Some have found by experi- 
ence that fuch and ſuch things have not 
b:en worth their getting, not worth their 
{ting up late, and riling betimes for them, 
not worth their running and riding and 
venturing for them. How earneſt have 
ſome been to be poſſcſſed of, and to enjoy 
ſuch and ſnch perſons and: things,and hav- 
ing obtained. them, have they not found 
them by wofui experience, not worth the 
coſt and pains laid out for them ? But God 
will over and above make amends for what 
is laid out for him, A ſhadow is not worth 
the following,. bur ſubſtance is. Chaff is 
not worth heaping up, burCorn is, Drofs 
is not worth the ſeeking, but Gold 1s, and 
God much more thenGold. And farther, 
you may ſeek rhe. Creature, and never be 
able to get ir : You may ſeek, and not find: 
You may wilh, O-that 1 had wealth, and 
yet never laveit, and O that I bad credit 
and repute in the World, and'poſlibly ne- 
ver have ir.. But who ever ſought God and 
found him not ? who ever ſought the pre- 
fence of God; and was denied ir ?' ſhall 
any 
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any Soul, ever have cauſe to ſay, Lord 1 
did deſire thy preſence , but could nor 
have it; I didchuſfeto have thee with me, 
rather then to have all the World with 
me, and yet I could not have thee with 
me? Do you think there will ever be 
cauſe for ſuch a Refle&tionupon God, rhe 
God of love? ſhall it ever be ſaid, this 
poor Soul would have had the preſence of 
God, butGod would not afford it? O no! 
ſhall any perſon be ever able to ſay, 1 
would bave had God to be my God, and 
tobe with me as a Father, Friend, and 
Husband, but he would not ? or thall ever 
any perſon be able to ſay, I would have 
had Jefus Chriſt,to be with me asa Pro- 
pher, Prieſt and King, but he would nor? 
I would have bad him to be my mediator, 
Advocate , Surety and Saviour, bur he 
would not; I would have had his righte.. 
ouſneſs imputed to me, and his Spirir im- 
parted to me, bur could not have it? or 
ſhall any perſon te ever able to fay, I 
would have had. the holy Spirit to be with 
me, to convince me of my (in and miſery, 
toenlighten me in the knowledge of Chriit 
and to renew my will, and to perſwade 
and .enable me to imbrace Chriſt Jeſus 
treely 
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freely offered to me, but he would not be 
with me to do any of thoſe things for me; 
no, for then how ſhonld God be the faith- 
ful God, as heis tiled, Dent. 7.9. Iſa. 
49.7. 1Cor.1.9. &, 10. 13. 2 Theſ. 3. 
3; 2.70: 3. 13. Heb. 1. 23. &. 18. 
11. And a faithful» Creator, 1 Pet, 4. 
19, If we confeſs onr - he is faithful 
( becauſe he hath promiſed ) roforgrve then 
1:Joh: 1. 9.. So if we ask, ſeek and knock, 
he.is faicbful ro give, to be found; andto 
opens; If we delire his prefence, he is 
farchful to afford ir. He that hath pro- 
mifed, 7er. 29. 13: that we ſhall find 
him when we ſhall fearch for him with all 
oar hearr, is fanhful to perform ir, 

And how ſhonld Feſus Chriſt be a mer. 
ciful and faithful high Prieft?-as he is fti- 
led, Heb. 2.17. . And how ſhould the 
holy Ghoſt be che Spiric of -rrath ? ashe 
ts-called, Foh. 14.17. But I fear God 
will have cauſe to ſay of 'many, I would 


have been with you, but you regarded not | 
my preſence ; _ you faid ro + me depart, | 


Job. 21. 14. 1 wonld ' haye been your 
God, bur you would none of me, Pſal. 
84. 11. I would have been your Porti- 
on, bur you made'light of me - Oe 

ye 
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have been a Father and a Friend to you} 
and a Husband coo , but you would 
not carry your ſelves like Children co me, 
nor friendly cro-me, nor Spouſe-ike to 
me- 


And Chriſt I fear, will havecauſe zo fay 
of many, I would have been with you as 
a prophet ro reach you, but you deſired 
not the knowledge of my wayes. Job, 21. 
14. I woujd have been with you as a 
Prieſt to have oFered nWincenſe with your 
Prayers, and to have made your ſpiritual 
ſacrifices acceptable: to God, but you 
would not yray, nor offer up any ſpiricu- 
al acritice unto God : You would not 
come unto me, Joh. 5.40. nor unto God 
by me. I would have covered you with 
my righreouſneſs, but you would not pur 
ir 0n;. you went about to eſtabliſh your 
own righteouſneſs, and would nor ſubmit 
to Gods, Rom.10.3. I would have gi- 
ven my ſpirit, bur you would not recewe 
ir, you would nee&8.quench, grieve, and 
reliſt it, 44.7. 51. I would have been 
with you as a King, but you would not 
that I ſhould Reign over you, Luke 19.14. 
Andche Holy Spirit.I fear will baye cauſe 

| wo 
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"to ſay, 1 would have convinced you of fin 

and miſery, but you would not ſee, 
but would Batter your ſelves, that you 
were rich and encreaſed with goods and 
wanted noihing, Rev.3.17. 1 would have 
enlightned your minds in the knowledge of 
Chrik, and you ſhut your eyes, and loved 
darkneſs rather then light, 7oh. 3. 19. 1 
would have renewed your wills, but you 
would have your own wills, and would 
chuſe your own wayes, o/a 66. 3. and 
delight in your Kbominations. I would 
have perſwaded you to embrace Chriſt Je. 
ſus freely offered to you in the Goſpel, 
but you would not receive him, 7oh.1.15, 
T vrould have perſwaded you: to rejoyce 1n 
Chriſt Jeſus, bur you- would: rejoyce in 
a thing of nought, Amos 6 13. 

What further (hall:I ſay to move and 
perſwade you to get God ro be with you; 
ro ger God the Father, and God the Sou, 
and God the Holy Ghoſt ro be with you? 
(for there is a preſence of each; Of the 
Father , 2 Cor. 6.16. om 14.23. Of 
the Son, Matth. 28, 20. John 14.23.. And 
of the Holy Gheft, John 14. 6, 17.) 

1. Enemies will be with , you whether 


you will or no : You have many —_ 
ak 
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and therefore need one friend. Do not 
think your warfare will be at an end while 
you live here. Aſſure your ſelves you will 
be ſer upon, and if you have not a God 
with you, you will certainly be overcome, 
you will be ſnared and taken, and carried 
away Captive. 

Firſt, The Devil is with you, -and he is 
with you as a roaring Lion, r Per. 5. 18. 
ready to tear you in pieces, and none but 
God can deliver yous What will you do 
when the Devil is with you, if God be not 
with you to help you 2 Whither wilt the 
Devil drive you, if God do not ſtop him? 
If God do not ſtand in the way, and hedge 
up the way with thornes? How did:the 
Swine run when the Devil. did enter into 
them, they ſtopt nor till they were choaked 
and drowned in the Sea, Whar work will 
the Devil make, if God be not with us to 
deliver us? What work did he make with 
our firſt Parents, Gen. 3. 1. and viith Da- 
vid, 1 Chron. 21. 1. and- with 7udas, 
Jobn 13.2, 27. Such work will he make 
with-us if God be not with us. Therefore 
what ever you do, get God to be with 
you: 


% 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, The world is with you, and 
'tis a bewitching, enſnaring, and miſchei. 
ving world ? They that follow after mil. 
chief, draw nigh , P/al. 119. 150. and 
when they draw nigh, what - will you do 
if God be nor nigh roo. The world was 
with Demas, and for want of Gods pre- 
ſence with him, what work it made with 
him you may ſee, 2 Tim. 4. 10. It made 
him apoſtatize. It was alſo with the 
young man in the Goſpel, and what work 
it made with him, ſee, atth. 19. 22. It 
made him turn his back upon Chriſt and 
eternal- life, It was with Gehazz , and 
what work it made with him, fee 2 King. 
5.22. It made himtell lye upon lye : and 
all this for want.of Gods preſence with 
them, The world with its three great 
Commanders, the [uſt of the eye, the luſt 
of the fleſh, and the pride of life , was 
with 7oſeph , and Moſes; and ſer upon 
them, bur conld not harm them, becauſe 
God was with them. The lult of the flelb, 
viz. carnal pleaſure. could not harm 7oſepb 
becauſe God was with them, Gen. 39.8.9. 
The luſt of the eye, and the pride of life, 
could not harm Moſes, becauſe God ws 
with himMdJeb. 11, 24+ 25, 26, 27- 
- | Thirdly, 
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Thirdly , Corrupt nature, that great 
evil is alwayes preſent with you, Rom. 7. 
21, World and Devil could not harm us 
were it not for this, This made Pax cry 
out, Oh wretched man, Rom. 7.24. Had 
it not been for Jeſus Chriſt, he had b:en 
overcome'by it, 

2. Motive, God is ready at a call to 
be with you, Pal. 50.15. Call #20n me 
ard I will deliver thee. As ready to be with 
you, as Jonathan's Armor-bearer was to 
be with him, 1 Sam. 14.7. Behold, faith 
he to fonarhan, I am with thee according to 
thy heart : So will God ſay much more, if 
thoudelire it, Behold I am with thee aC- 
cordiog to thy hearts deſire ; As ready to 
be with you in your war with the - world; 


fin and the Devil, as ever Jeboſaphat was 


0 be with Ahab in his waggwith the King 
of Syria: I am as thok art, ſaid Feboſaphat 
to Abab, and I will be with thee un the war, 


; 2 Chron. 18. 3. -So will God ſay tothee, 
' fthou ſay ro him, as Ahab ſaid to Zehoſa- 


phat ; wilt thau go with me to Ramoth Gi» 
lead? So if thou ſay to God, Lord wilt 
thou go wich me againſt the world, fleſhy 
and Devil. The Lord will anſwer, I am 


| is thou. art in this matter, and Iwill be 


with 
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with rhee in this war ; and if he be with us: 
he will go forth as a mighty man, he will 
ſtir up jealoulte like a man of war, he will 
cry yea roar , he will prevail againſt 'his 
enemies, 1/4. 42.13. And as reaCy as the 
people were to be with Ezra in the Refor- 
mation; Ariſe, ſay they to him, be of 
food conrage and doit, Ezr. 10.4. we 6l- 
ſo will be with thee. So faith God to you, 
Ariſe, Reſiſt the Devil; 1 Per.5.9. Strive 
againſt ſin, Heb.12.4. Be of good courage 
and do ir, I alſo will bewith you. This 
readineſs of God tobe with you, methinks 
ſhould ſtrongly perſwade you to delire 
and endeavour his preſence. 

Motive 3. Lovery and friends may be 
far off; My levers and my friends fhand 
oof off from my ſore, and my kinſmen ftand 
afar off, Plal.g8. 1 1. I looked on my right 
hand , and behold thrre was no man that 
wonld know me; Refuge failed mr, no man 
cared for my ſoul, Plal. 142. 4. No man 
ſtood with me, but all men forſook._ me, (aid 
Paul; 2 Tim, 4. 16, Now firs, when all 
thall forſake you, if you ſhall not be able 
to ſay with Paul, the Lord 'tands by me, 
what will you do? So when Refuge ſhall 


fail you, if you ſhall not be able to lay 
with 
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with David, The Lord is my Refuge, Pal. 
142.5. what will youdo ? 

Motive 4. In the abſence or want of 
ſome Creatures, you comfort your ſelves 
wich the preſence of others. You comfort 
your ſelves with the preſence of friends 
and relations in the want of other things ; 
and you ſay, though this be gone, and 
that be gone, though this be loſt, and that 


| beloſtand taken away, yer my Husban@t 
| is wicthme, or my Father iswith me, or 


my Brother and Siſter are with me. Thus 

ou comfort your ſelves in the want of 

me things, with the preſence of ſome 
other. How much more will it be acom- 
fort to be ableto ſay, Though this and 
that be wanting, yet God is with me, 
Though Father and Mother be not with 
me, yet God is withme; Though Brother 
and Siſter be gone from me, yer God is 
with me. This, this will be the com- 


' fort. 


Motive 5. Nothing will be done accep- 
tably without this gracious preſence of 
God, Joh. 15. 5. No duty or ſervice that 
you can perform, 

Motive 6, Nothing will ſucceed and . 


| proſper well without it, neither Tempo- 


rals 
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rals nor Spirictuals, but all proſpers with 
HK. 1. Temporals, ſee an inſtance in Fs 
tiphars Pofſeſlions, what he had in his 
bouſe, in hi: field; af proſpered upon the 
account of God's preſence with ? ofeph, 
Gen. 39.2, 3, 5. Another inſtance you 
have in Labans goods, Gods promile to 
be with 7acob, ſee Gen. 28. 15. I am 
with thee, I will not leave thee, Now La- 
ban ſayes, Gen. 30. 27. I have learned by 
experience, that the Lord bath bleſſed me for 
thy ſake. God with us makes all re pro- 
ſper,. Dent. 2.7. The Lord thy God hath 
bleſſed thee in all the works of thy hands, theſe 
forty years the Lord thy God kath been with 
thee, thou haſt lacked nathing. Go, doall 
that ts in thy heart,: ſaid Nakan to David, 
2 Sam. 7.3. For the Lord u with thee, 
ha Go and Pprofper for the Lord is with 
thee, 

Aorive 7. God with us will make men 
afraid of us, and willing to comply and 
be at peace withus : We read 1 Sam. 18. 
12. that Saul was affraid of David, becaule 
the Lord was with him. Abimilech, Abuz- 
4, and Phicel, come to Iſaac, and delire 
to make a league, agreement, and cove- 


nant with him , and they xender this as 
the 


Rs EE 


mw on aL RH EE 53 WW, wW nk ow Y 3_81F 7 


BW” ©. 


To” WW 3 Vv 9 .0 & Mw 


the Saints P2iviledge. 189 
the Reaſon, We ſaw certainly that the Lord 
was with thee, 1 Sam. 26.28, Seealſo ſa, 
45+ 14+ 

Motive 8, God with us makes enemies 
and oppoſers to fall before us, 7eſh. 1.5. 
There ſhall not any man be able to ſtand be- 
fore thee ; I'will be with thee, 

Motive 9. God with us makes others to 
fall ro us. When Iſrael ſaw that God was 
with Aſa, they fell to him in great abundance 
2 Chron, 15. 9. 3 

Queſt. But what tis to be done that we 
may have God to be with us? What direttion 
can you give ws? 

Anſw. Take theſe. 

I. Pray the Lord earneſtly to be with 
you. Pray as Selowor, 1 King. 8.57. The 
Lord our God be with ms, let him not leave 
w nor forſake is: and as feremiah in the 
name of the Church, Jer. 14. 9. We are 


| called by thy name, leave us not. And as 


the Apoſtle in the Text, The Lord be with 
| you; So do you pray for your ſelves, The 
| Lordbe with me, When you go about any 
| Natural, Civil, or Religious action, ſay, 
The Lord be with me. \\hen you go to 
your Table, there'sa ſnare; and whento 
| the Shop, there's a ſnare ; and when to 
your 


1909 $90s gracious Peelence 


your Beds, there's a ſnare ; thereforg 
whenſoever you g0 to your Table, Shop, 
or Bed, pray, The Lord be with me, There 
are ſnares every where, and therefore eye. 
ry where you have need to pray , The 
Lord be with me. Delire Gods preſence, 
and you ſhall not be denied it. Name the 


Perſon if you can that ever was denied | 


Gods preſence, if he-prayed for it? 'Tis 
true, God may ſeem to be abſent, 'but he 
is reaily preſent with his, when ſeemingly 
abſent : He is but behind rhe curtain , on 


the other {ic of the wall. How near may- 


the Mother be, whenthe Child thinks her 
loſt, and falls a crying ? And all this while 
the Mother is but in the next room. Thus 
itis. between God and his People ; Chrilt 
withdraws frem his Spouſe, yet is really 
preſent ; for by ver:ue of his preſence ſhe 
ſeeks after him til! ſhe has found him; if 
. he bad not been preſent, ſhe could not have 
ſought him: for if be draw nor, there is 
no running after him. Draw me, and we 
Will r#x after thee, Cant. 1.4. Pray then 
for the preſence of God, let God fee that 
you will not be ſatisfied without bim ; How 
unſatisfhed are ſome without Perſons and 
Things? They muſt enjoy ſuch a ay" 
| ſuc 
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ſuch a Thing, or they cannot be ſatisfied ; 
They cannot live, they ſhall dye without 
them. Ler God ſee that you cannot live 
without his preſence, It you long for it, 
you ſhall not long be without ir, 

2. Hearken to the voice of them, that 
give you Counſel for your real good. 


' Hearken unto my waice, laid Jethro to Mo- 
ſes, Exod. 18.19. I will give thee Coun- 


ſel, and God ſhall be with thee. Be inſtrult- 
ed, fayes God, Jer. 6.8. Leaſt my Soul 
depart from thee. 

3. Be with God. If yoube with him, 
he will not fail to draw nigh 'to you : 
Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh 
toyou, Jam.4.8. The Lord is with you, 
whilſt you are with him, 2 Chren. 15.2, 
Be much with God then. Be with bim in 
your thoughts : let your hearts and affe- 
ions be with him. When you awake be 
ſtill with him, Pſal. 139. 18. When you 
ariſe, be with him; when you go to duty 
be with him, and draw nigh zo him with 
your hearts, as well as your lips. When 
you go abour your work and bulineſs, be 
with himz when you go forth, and when 
you return, be ſtill with bim. Be with 


,| the Lord continually, fet him at your 


righr 
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right hand, and fear not : you ſhall they 
hnd him with you, holdiog your right 
hand, Pſal. 73.23. MNevertheleſs, I am 
continuaily with thee, thou baſt holden me 
by my right hand. When you eat, do not 
eat without thoughts of God that feeds 
you ; when you pur on your Cloathes, be 
not without choughts of God that Cloath- 
eth you ; when youare in company, and 
when you are alone, ſtill be wich him, 
This is the way to have God be with you, 


Be much with God. You know, *tis no 


difficult thing to be with thoſe that are a'|' 


thouſand miles from us. Cannot the Wife 
be with her Husband in her affeRions and 
deſires.though he be beyond the Sex? and 
cannot the Father be with the Child that 
is many miles diſtant from him? And why 
cannot we be thus with God? 

Be wich God alſo in his Ordinances and 
appointments, In them he will meet you, 
and ſpeak unto you, Exod. 29. 42. &, 
30. 36, * There you ſhall find him, Prov. 
8. 34, 35- Watch dayly therefore at his 
Gates: Wait at the Poſts of the Dores. 
Whilſt you are with'bim, he will be with 
you. Whilſt you carry your ſelyes, asin 
kis preſence, fearing ſerving and honour- 


ing 


—— 
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ing him, bewill bewith you, VVell then» 
be with God, 

- 1. VVakewith bim, P/al. 139. 8. 

2. VValk with him, as Enoch and Nob 
did. 

3. VVork with him. *Tis ſaid that 
7onathan wrought with God, 1 Sam. 14. 
45- AndMiniſters are workers together 
with God, 2 Cor. 6,1. Andallof us 
muſt work with him : Work ont your ſal- 
vation with fear &c, for it is God that 
worketh in you, to will and todo, Philip. 2. 


* 12,13. #fe worketh all our works in us, 


Ifa. 26. 12, Sit not ſtill therefore when 
he works. 

4 VVar with God, the Lamb wars, 
Rev. 17, 14. And they that are called and 
choſen, andfaithful, they war with him : 
they tide wich him, and take his part. He 
that 15 not with me,is againſt me,ſairhChrilt 
Mat. 12.30, VVith theſe God will lide, 
and will take part with them. Pſal. 118. 
6,7. 

Direft. 4. Love God and keep his 
Commandments, and then 1 can pro- 
miſe - you his preſence. Sirs , would 
you have his company, whom you hare 
no love for ? would you |ave him, 

K v. hom 
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whom you do not love to come unto you? 
Love him, and he will come, elſe he will.be 
ata diftance from you: and ſhew your 
love to him by keeping his Command- 
ments, then he will come and make his 
abode with you, Joh. 14. 23. If a man 
love me, he will keep my words, and my Father 
will love him, and we well come and mae aur 
abode with him. VYVhat a promiſe did 
God make to Jeroboam by Abijahthe Pro- 
pher, 1 King. 11, 38. Jf thouwilt heark: 
en toall that I conmand thee, and wilt walk 
in my wages, and do that which u right in 
my fight, Iwill be with thee. He that fear- 
ethGod,and worketh Righteouſneſs, 18 accept- 
ed withhim, AR. 10.35 Such Godwill 
meet in grace and mercy, 1/a. 64. 5. ja 
cob went on his way, the way that God 
had commanded him, and the Angels of 
God mer him, Ger. 32.1. 

Dire. 5. 1f you would have God to 
be with you, keep your ſelves Clean : Dv 
not defile and pollute your ſelves with (in, 
which is the greateſt filthineſs. Ir js (in 
that ſets God at a diſtance fromyg,op. -'Tis 
your iniquities that ſeparate berween you 
and your God, Ila. 59. 2, Stand in awe 
there- 
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therefore, and ſin not, Pſal.4.4., A Law was 
given,of Old, to Gods people, that when 
ever they did caſe themſelves abroad they 
ſhou!d turn about, and with a Paddle cover 
that which came fram them, that no filthi- 
neſs might be ſeen among them, Deut.23.13 
The Reaſon is given, v.14. For the Lord thy 
God walketh in the midſt of the Camp, there- 
fare ſhall thy Camp be holy, that he ſee no un- 
clean thing in thee, and turn away from thee. 
This outward cleanneſs here required, was 
toteach them their duty ro God and their 
Neighbour. Chiefly to God, that in regard 
of his preſence among them, they ought to 
keep themſelves clean from all ſpiritual 
pollutions, Next to their Neighbour, that 
they ought to do nothing that might offend 
or annoy him. Sirs, God isof purer eyes 
then to behold evil, and cannot look upon 


| iniquity without deteſtation, Habak, 7. 


13. You your ſelves turn away from 6L 
thy Creatures; and will not God much 

more turn away from filthy ſinners? 
When God ſees filthy Prile, and fil- 
thy Lucre , filthy Ryoting, and filthy 
Drunkenneſs, hlcby Chambering, and fil- 
thy Wantonnels, filthy Strife, and filchy 
Envying, theſe works of Darkneſs, Row. 
K 2 13, 12, 
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13.12,13. God heturns away ; For what 
communion bath light with darkpeſs ? 2 Cor, 
6. 14. God will not be with us, unleſs we 
Ceſtroy lin, that accurſed thing. See 7oſh, 
7.11,12. The throne of iniquity ſhall have 
no fellowſhip with him, Pſal. 94. 20, Let 
not lin be with you; if you would have 
G-d to be with you, keep a ſtri& watch 
againſt ſim. And when at any time you 
do lin, (for there is no man that ſinneth 
not ) iwrn back and cover it, that God 
may not behold it: ſer faith and repen- 
tance a work immediately, and cover thy 
lin wich the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and 
the waters of godly ſorrow : Let faith in 
Teſus Chriſt, and repentance towards God 
be thy paddle to cover that hlchineſs of (in 
which comes from thee : ſo ſhall you have 
the preſence of God with you. 

Dire#. 6. Pleaſe God. That's the way 
to have God with you. He that hath ſent 
me is with me (ſaith our Saviour) The Fa- 
eber bath notleft me alone, for 1 do alwayes 
theſe things that pleaſe him ;, JobnB. 29. 
1 do the works cf him that ſent me; John 
9. 4+. 1 am ever about my Fathers buſineſs 
Luke 2. 49. and therefore the Father bath 


not left me alone, Nor will he leave us 
alone, 
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zone, but will be nigh unto us in all thar 
we call upon him for, if we do thoſe things 
that -are pleaſing in bis ſizht; 1 John 3. 


Queſt, How ſhall we do to pleaſe God ? 

Anſw. Get our of the fleſh , for we are 
in it, Rom. 7.5. as 4 man in the water 
covered over head and ears with it; or as 
a man in bonds, A4#.8.23. and ſnares, 
2 Tim. 2. 26. falt byund and hamperd in 
them. Now they th it arc inthe fl: ſh cannee 
pleaſe God, Rom. 8. 8. They that are in 
their natural eſtate, til] rerazining ſuch as 
they were by Adams fall, and ſuch as they 
were born into the World, without ary 
change of Nature, Hart or Life, cannot 
pleaſe God. If the Powers of their Souls 
and parts of their Bodies be (till the fame, 
if their underſtandings be as dark as ever, 
if their wills be as ſtubborn as ever, if 
their affeRions be as carnal and earthly as 
ever; If their Eyes, Ears, Tongues, 
Hands, and Feet be as forward to lin 
as ever, they cinnot pleaſe God: If 
therefare you would pleaſe God, you 
muſt nor reſt fatished in that Eſtate 
wherein you were Born, and wherein yon 
were Bred, and wherein you have Li-cd. 

K 3 You 
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You mult get out of the fleſh, out of your 
Natural eftate. You mult be born again, 
and be renewed, You mult be quite ano. 
ther perſon, and be able to ſay, I am not 
I. 1 was darkneſs, but now Iam light in 
the Lord, Epheſ. 5. 8. I was dead, but 
now I am quickned, E;heſ. 2, 1. I was 
fuch and ſucl:, but now 1 am waſhed, 1 
Cor. 6.11. You mutt pur off the Old 
man, and put on the new, Epheſ. 4.22, 
22, You mult pur off bad, and put on 
better, if you will pleaſe God,C1.3.8,9,10. 
Old things muſt paſs away,and all things 
muſt become new, 2 Cor. F. 17, You 
muſt be new Creatures, elſe yon cannot 
be God-pleaſers. 

2, Getinto Chriſt, We are accepted 
only in the beloved, Epheſ. 1.6. "Tis 
mm Chriſt that Godis pleaſed with any, 
Aat. 3.17. Accept of Chriit for your 
Prophet, Prieſt and King; and God will 
accept of you for his Children, Spouſe, 
Friends. 

Dire. 3. Prize Chriſt and uſe him, 

1. Piize Chriſt. Leave all and cleave 
to bim, See Pſal. 45. 10, 11, Chriſts 
Spouſe muſt ſhave ter head, pair her 
Nails, and bewail her Fatker and Mother: 
1. Her 
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1. Her Natural inbred evils and cor- 
ruptions for Chritts ſake, and then ſhe will 
pleale, See Dewt. 21.11, 12, 13. You 
muſt parc with your Hair and Nails, and 
Fathers Houſe, if you will fo pleaſe 
Chriſt as ro be his Spouſe, You mult re- 
joyce in Chriſt, and have no confidence in 
the fleſh, Phil. 3.3. and ſay as, 1ſa.45: 24+ 
Ja the Lord I bave 117 breanſneſs and 
ſtrength, it you will pleaſe God. Count 
all things but Loſs and Dung in compariſon 
of Chrilt, Phil. 3. 8. 1t Chriſt be not 
precious in your Eyes, you will bebut 
vile in Gods; but if Chriſt be prized, 
God will be pleaſed. Sell all you have, and. 
buy this Pearl. Aſar.13. 46 This will 
pleaſe God, 

2. Uſe Chriſt, 7: hath plerſedthe Fa- 
ther, that in him ail fulneſs ſhould dwell 
Col. 1. 19. for our uſe; that of his ful- 
neſs we miglit receive what we want, 7ob.; 
1.16, Seeing God has made Chrit tor 
uſe, you cannot pleaſe God unleſs you 
make uſe of Cliritt, The Ark by Noab 
was made for uſe, and ſo was the Brafen 
Serpent by Moſes; had neither been made 
uſe of , God would not have been well 
pleaſed. To make uſe of Chrilt for the 
K 4 end: 
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end ard purpoſes for which God has made 
him, is the way to pleaſe him. God ba 
made Chriſt uno 1s Wiſdor, Righteouſneſs, 
Santtification, and Kedemption, 1 Cor. 1. 
30. Now to go to Chriſt to be cured of 
our folly , to be cleared from our guilt, to 
be cleanſed from our filth, to be redeemed 
out of bondage, is the way to pleaſe God; 
but it Clriit be made light of, and not 
made uſe of, God v:i.l be diſpleaſed not a 
hittle, Alarth. 22.5, 7. Chriſt is meat and 
arirk,, John 6, 55. teed on him by Faith, 
Ch-;jÞ i rayment, put him on, Row.13.14. 
Chriſt ts the foundatin, 1 Cor. 3. 11, 
build upon him ; Chrijt :« rhe Rock, 1 Cor, 
19. 4. fecure your felves in the cleſs of it, 
Cant. 2.14. Chriſt # the Fountain 0, ened 
for fin, and for uncleanneſs, Zech. 13. 1. 
wath your ſelvesin it. Chri#t is the true 
L1gh:, Jokn$ 12. come toit, and follow 


It. Chriſt 1s an Apple tree, Cant, 2. 3. 


{ir under the ſhadow of it with delight, 
and eat of the fruit thereof, This will 
pleaſe God to fee his Son ſo much honour- 
ed by being ſo much uſed, /obn 12. 
26. 
Dire. 4. Live by Faith, Fabak, 2: 4- 
Walk by faith and not by light, 2 os $7. 
00 
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Look to the things not ſeen, 2 Cor. 4. 18. 
This will pleaſe Gud. Enoch had this 
Teſtimony, that he pleaſed God, Heb.11.5. 
and twas by faith, for Heb. 11.6. withour 
faith*ris impoſſible ro pleaſe God. A&t faith 
m the power of God, as Abraham did. Rom. 
4.2t. Heb. 11.19. andin the faithfulneſs 
of God, as Sarah did, Heb. 11. 11. This 
will pleaſe God., Be fully perſwaded that 
what God hath promiſed, he is able and 
faithful to perform ; This will pleaſ2 God. 
Tru$t in God at all tim:s, Pſal. 62. 8. Caſt 
your burden upon him, Pal. 55, 22. Toy 
CAYC 071 him, I Pet. F. 7. Be c.reful! for N10= 
thing, Phil. 4. 6. but in every thing by pray* 
er aad ſupplication with thanksgivimg, let 
your requeſts be made known to God; This 
will pleaſe God. See what a bleſſing Ged 
has -promiſed to ſuch, Fer. 17.7. 8. 
Dirett. 5. Labour to he like God and 
Chrift, if you would pleaſe him: for 1- 
king, isfounded in likeneſs ; and comyla- 
cency, in-conformity : What feli-wjhip hath 
righteouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs ? or whet 
communion hath licht with darkzeſ? 2 Cor. 
6. 14, Be ye holy a4 C'ad 1s ho:y., 1 Pets 
I. 16, and mercifull as he is >, LAK® 6. 
36, 
K 5 Dir » 
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Direft. 6, Be not like the world. Come 
out from among them, and I will receive 
you, and be fo well pleaſed with you, that 
I will be a Father to-you,} and you ſhall be 
my ſons and daughters, 2 Cor. 6. 17, 18, 
Come thon, and all thy houfe, fayes God to 
Noah, Gen. 7. 1. tothe Ark, 1 am well 
pleaſed with thee, and I will take care of 
thee, and gives this for the Reaſon; For 
thee bavs 1 feenrighteous in this generation, 
called by St. Peter, The world of the un- 
Lodly, 2 Pet. 2.5. This Noah found grace 
m-tne eyes of the Lord, Ger. 6. 8. God 
ſaved him, 2 Per. 2. 5. To be blameleſs 
and harmlcſs without rebuke, in the mid{t 
of acrooked and perverſe Nation; and to 
ſhine as lights among them, this will pleaſe 


God, Phil. 2.15. Walk not as other Gen- | 


riles walkin the vanity of their minds, Eph. 
4.17. S'cep n0t as d) others, 1 Thel. 5. 6. 
Conform not to this world,, Rom. 12. 2. 
Have no fellowſhip with the unfruitful works 
of darkyef, but rather reprove them, Eph. 
$. 17, This will be acceptable to the Lord. 
What care God took of Lot , who was 
righteous, in wicked Sodom , ſee Ger. 19. 
36, 22. 


Dire#ft 
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Dir. 7. Be mourners for. your own fins, 
and the fins of others. The ſacrifices of - 
God are a broken ſpirit, wounded for (in ; 
abroken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not deſpiſe , but accept , Plal. Fr. 17. 
God will reſtore comfort to his mourners, 
Iſa. 57. 18. Theſe mourners in Zion, and 
for Zio:z, Iſa. 61. 3. & 66. 10. who mou:tn 
for the deſolation of Zion, and for thcir 
own fins and the fins of others, as the pro- 
curing cauſes thereof, theſe are the perſons 
that pleaſe God, ſo that he takes double 
care of them in evil timcs, Exzck, 9.4, 6. 
and pronounces them blefled, and promiſes 
that they (hall be comforted, ar. 5.4. 
Dir. 8. Walk uprightly,order your Ccon- 
verſation aright, without guile and hypo- 


; eriſic; in ſimplicity ani godly fincerity 


have your converſations, doing all your du- 
ties, to pleaſe GoJ,and not for by-reſpects: 
With tais God will be ſo well picaſed, 
that he will be to you a Sun anda Ciel, 
that he will give you Grace and Giory, 
that he will with-ho!d no good thing fron 
you, Pſal. 84.11, Prov. 2.7. He will ſhew 
you his ſalvation, P//. 50.23. God will 
give him a proſpect of heaven here, anc 
hereafter a fu!l fruition of it; and no wou-. 
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der, for you arc his delight, Prov. 1 1. 20. 
Such 4s are upright in their way are his ae- 
l:ght : and what will not a man do for ſuch 
in whom he delights ? Read'Eſther 6.6. 
D:r. 9.Make the Chriſtian Sabbath your 
delight; be glad and rejoyce in.it. This 
will ſo pleaſe the Lord, that he will cauſe 
you to ride upon: the high places of the 
earthr; yea, upon the heights of hea- 
ven, where thou ſhalt keep an everlait- 
ing Sabbath ; and feed you with the heritage 
of Facob your Father ;. not only with the 
good things of the carthly Canaa;,but with 
the good things of the heavenly, of which 
the earthly was a. type; with heavenly 
Manna, ſuch fcod as-eye hath not ſeen, car 


hcard,or mouth of natural man ever taſted. 


This you may build upon, for the mouttt 
of the Lord hath ſpokenit, 1/a. 58.1 3,14. 
I you keep the Sabbath, and chuſe the 
things that pleaſe God, TIfa. 56. 4. God: 
wil be ſo well pleaſed}, as:to give you, 
t. Aplacein his Houſe: v.5. And a door- 
keepers place in Gods houſe is worth the 
having," Pſal. 84. 10. A place in. Gods 
houſe} is that one thing which David was 
fo carneit for; Pjal. 27,4 2; A Name 
betrer then of fons and daughters of Prin 
cc5 5 
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ees 3 even prerogative royal, that heaven- 
ly.honour to be the ſons and daughters of 
God, 2 Cor. 6. 18. John 1. 12. Andſoto 
be called. 1 John 3 1. To have both the 
comfort and the credit of it; for if ſons, 
then heirs, Rom. 8.16, 17. 3. And make 
them joyful in his bouſe of Prayer, ver. 7. 
By their free acceſs unto him, and good 
ſucceſs in all their ſuits. 4- And accepr 
their ſacrifices, ver. 7. Their ſacrifices of 
Prayer, Praife, Alms and Obedience, ſhall 
be accepted throughr Chrift, who is the 
true Altar that fanGiifierh all that is offered 
onit, Heb. 13.10, 15. Rev. 3. 4. 

Dzr. 10, Watch at Wiſdoms gates dai- 
ly;wait at the poſts of her doors, Prov.8.34, 
35. And there your ſhall find life, 1/a. 55. 
3. And obtain the favour of God, which is 
better then life. There the Lord will meet 
you, and bleſs you, Exod. 20. 24, There 
he will teach you, 1/a.2. 3. And there he 
will accept you, Ezek. 20. 40. There you 
give him your loves, Cant. 7. 12. And 
there he will give you his Loves, If he 
ſup with you, you ſhall ſup with him, Rev. 
3. 20:. There you may get Faith more 
precious. then Gold, Row. 10. 17. There 
you may havea call tothe obtaining ofthe 


glory 
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glory of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 2 The. 2; 


I4. 

Dir. 11. Pray continually, This pleaſes 
God. The prayer of the upright ts his de- 
light, Prov. 15. 8. 'Tis ſweet unto him, 
Cant. 2.14. He will be nigh to them that 
call upon him in truth, Pſal. 145.15. D+ 
niel's praying pleaſed God ; as appears by 
the event. Prayers come up for a menorial 
before God, Acts 10.4 God is fo well 
pleaſed with prayer, that he will never turn 
it away, Pſal. 66.20. 

D:r.12, Meditate on Gods Law day 
and night. Shew thy love to God and 
it thereby, as David did, Pal. 119. 97.0 
bow I love thy Law, it is my meditation all 
the day. Let it be yours alſo, and God will 
make you like a trce planted by the rivers 
of water;that bringeth forth his fruit in his 
ſeaſon, and whoſe leaf ſhall not wither,and 
whatſoever you dojhall proſper, P/al. 1. 
2, 3+ 

Dir. 13, Worſhip God in ſpirit and'in 
truth: Sure this is.plealing to him; for 
the Father ſeeketh ſuch to ror ſkip him, Joh, 
4-23. He is greatly delighted with ſuch 
worſhip. God loveth the gates of Zion more 


then all the dwellings of Facob, Pſal. 87.3. 
| The 


| 


| Thi 


| 


| 
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The gates of Zorn, the place of his wor- 
ſhip, which he had choſen to dwell in,more 
then all the Towns and Cities elſe which 
he had given 7acob to dwell in. 'Tisnot all 
worſhip that God is ſo delighted with; 
fome worſhip is an abomination to him. . 
God complains of thoſe that draw nighto 
him with their raouths, when their hearts 
are far from him, 1/2. 29. 13. Mar. 15. 8. 
'Tisthe heart God calls for, Prov. 23. 26. 
and truth in the inward parts,that God de- 
fires, Pſal. 51.6. 'Tis worſhip in ſpirit and 
truth that pleaſes God. 

Dir. 14. Love God heartily, and ſeek 
him early. God loves them that love 
him,. Prov. 8. 17. and will ſhew it, 7ohr 
14.21,23.He that hath my Commanaments, 
and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me; and 
he that loveth me, ſhall be loved of my Father, 
and I will love him, and will — my ſelf 


to him , and we will come and make our 


; abode with him. Obedience to this firſt and 


great command of loving God, is more 
then all whole burnt offerings and facri- 
fices, Mark, 14.33. Therefore for certain 
it pleaſes God. Delight thy ſelf in the Lord, 
and be will give thee the deſires of thy heart, 
Pſal. 37. 4, And let the deſire of thy _ 
'e 
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. \ . 
be to his name, and to the remembrance of | 


him. With thy ſpirit ſeek him early, 1/a, 
26. 8,9. and he will be found of thee, Jer. 
29.13. 

Dir. 15. Fear God greatly, as Obadiah 
did, 1 Kings 18. 3, On ſuch the Sun: of 
righteouſneſs will ſhine, al. 4. 2: The 
Lord will fulfil the deſires of them that fear 
him; he alſo will hear their cry, and will 
ſave them, Pſal. 145. 19. 

Dir. 16. Chuſe to ſuffer rather thento 
ſin. This was Moſes's choice, Heb. 11.25. 
rather to ſuffer affiittion with the people of 
God, then to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a 
ſeaſon. This pleaſeth God highly. Thoſe 
three ſervants of the moſt high God, Dan, 
3. Who did chuſe to burn to aſhes, rather 
then to bow to an Image, God was fo well 
pleaſed with, that he reſtrained the fire 
from burning of them. Dare! chuſes to 
be torn to pieces, rather then not to pray , 
Dan. 6. and God was ſo well pleaſed with 
his choice, that he ſhuts the moutis of the 
Lions, that they hurt him not, v. 22. God 
alſo was ſo well pleaſed with the Marryrs 
choyce of ſufferings rather then of {inning, 
that he ſo wrought for many of them; that 
they felt little or no pain,” Baynam, me 
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' of our Engliſh Martyrs, in the midſt of 


flames, with arms and legs half conſumed, 
uttered theſe words ; O ye PapiFts ! behold, 


ye look, for miracles ;, here now ye may ſee a 


miracle : for inthss fire I feel no more pain, 
then if I were in a Bedof Down; but it u to 
me 45 4 Bed of Roſes. 

Dir. 17. Geta meek and a quiet ſpirit : 
This is inthe light of God an ornament of 
oreat price, 1 Per. 3.4, But a froward 
heart is an abomination to God, Prov. 11, 
20, Aoſes had this commendation, that he 
was very meek above all the men which 
were upon the face of the earth, Numb. 12, 
3, God takes his part , and appears for 
him, Num. 12.2, 4. Moſes: 1s deaf and 
dumb, but God hears and calls ſuddenly a- 
bout the wrong done to Moſes. And what 
a good end did God make with patient ob? 
Jam. 5.11. 

Dir. 18. Be zealous, hot, fervent in ſpi- 
rit, ſerving the Lord, Rem. 12.11. God 
cannot away with lvkewarmneſs : Iuke- 
warm Laodicea he loaths, Rev. 3. 16. but 
zealous Phineas he loves,'Num. 25. 11,12, 
13. Pſal. 106. 30. Be fervent in prayer, 
ſwift to hear, ſtrict in the obſervation of 
the Sabbath ; be ſtrong in faith, weep bit- 
terly 
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terly for ſin. This heat in duty, will pleaſe | prot 


God, 

Do juftly. This pleaſes God, Mc. 6.8, 
more then thouſands of Rams. To do judg- 
ment and juſtice, to judge the cauſe of the 
poor and needy, is the way to have it be 
well with us, fer. 22.15, 16. The juſt and 
rtghteous God hates injuſtice, Zech. 8. 17, 
Doing juſtice and judgment, is the way of 
the Lord, Ger. 18. 19. And ſure he is 
well pleaſed with thoſe that walk in his 
way. 

Dir. 20. Love mercy. This alſo pleaſes 
. God. To do good and communicate, for- 
vet riot; for with ſuch ſacrifice God is well 

leaſed, Heb. 13: 16.” 'Tis an odour of a 


weet ſmell, a ſacrifice acceptable, well. 


pleaſing to God, Phil. 4. 18. Chriſt is fo 
well pleafed with it, that he takes it as done 
to himſelf, Mar.25.34,3 5,36.And the con- 
trary,ſhewing no mercy, he takes ſo ill,that 
he threatens, 7.2.2.1 3. He ſhall have judg- 
ment without mercy, that hath ſhewed n» 
mercy. 

Dir. 21. Walk humbly. To ſuch an 
one God will look, 1a. 66.2. yea, God 
will dwell with the humble, and revive the 


humble, 1/z. 57. 15. God reſiſteth the 
prond, 
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| proud, but giveth grace to the humble, 
_ 4. 6. And if he give them grace, ſure 
he will give them glory. 

Dir. 22.Be fruitful in every good work. 
This pleaſes God. The earth that brings 
forth herbs meet for them by whom itis 
dreſſed, receiveth bleſſing from God, Heb. 
6.7. 1am come into my Garden, my Siſter, 
my Spouſe: Now there is ſuch pleaſant 
fruit there, I cannot keep away. He isſo 
well pleaſed with the fruit he finds, that he 
gathers, eats and drinks, Cart. 5. 1. 

A fruitful Vine pleaſeth the Dreſſer. 

A fruitful Tree the Planter. 

A fruitful Field the Husbandman. 

And a fruitful Chriſtian pleaſeth God 
much more. 

Dir. 2.3. Be thankful. This pleaſeth 
the Lord, Pſal. 69. 30, 31. 1will praiſe the 
name of the Lord with a ſong, and will mag- 
nifie him with thanksgivirg, v. 30, Thu al- 
ſo ſhall pleaſe the Lord better then an Oxe or 
Bullock, that hath horns and hoofs. v. 3T. 
This rendring the Calves of our lips, Hof. 
14. 2. is very pleaſing to God, when offer- 
ed up by Chriſt. By him therefore let us of- 
fer the ſacrifice of praiſe toGod continually, 
mat is the fruit of our lips, giving thank, 

to 
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to:his Name, Heb. 13.15. He that offereth | 


praiſe, glorifieth me , ſaies God, Pſal 50. 
Alwaies provided that the praiſe be cordial 
and real, as well as oral; provided that 
there be eſtimation of benefits, and retri- 
bution for them, as well as recognition of 
them. 

And now beloved, I muſt take my 
leave of you, and what more or better can 
F with or deſire for you then this gracious 
preſence of God. The Lord be with you 
all. The Lord be with you little children, 
and mmcline your hearts to learn Solomon; 
leſſon which his father taught him, 1 Chron, 
28. 9. viz, To know the God of your Fa- 
thers, and to ferve him with aperfett heart, 
and awilling mind : for the Lord ſearcheth 
all hearts, and underſtandeth all the imagi- 
nations of the thoughts, if you ſeek him, he 
will be found of you, but if you forſake 
him, he will caſt you off for ever: and 
for this end, The Lord be with you, and 
incline your hear:s whilft you are Chil 
dren, to know, as Timothy did from a 
Child, the Holy Scriptures , which are 
able to make you wiſe unto ſalvation 
through faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus, 


2 Tim, 3,15, and perſwade you to con- 
tince 
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tinue in the things which you have learned, 


| and have been affured of, knowing of whom 


you have learned them, 2 Tur. 3. 14. 
| The Lord be with you young men, and 
incline your hearts to remember your 
Creatour in the dayes of your youth, as 
you are commanded, Eccle/. 12.1. andto 
be Kind to him in your youth, Jer. 2. 2, 
that he may another day ſay to you, / re- 
member the kindneſs of your youth. 

The Lord be with you to be the guide of 
your youth, Fer. 3.4. and toteach you from 
your youth, as he did David, Pal. 71.17. 

The Lord be with you, that you may 
with Obadiah fear the Lord from your 
youth, 1 X:ng. 18.12, and that you ma 
Hee youthful luſts, as you are commanded, 
2 T am. 2.22. 

The Lord be with you, and be your hope 
and truſt from your youth, as he was Da- 
vids, Pſal.71.5. and make you ſober 
minded, as you are exhorted to be, Tit.2.6. 

The Lord be with you, and cauſe you to 
grow up as plants in your youth, Pſal.144. 
12. That you may never complain, as Fob 
chap. 13.26. Thou haſt made me poſſeſs the 
ſins of my youth. And that you may not 
be forced to pray as David, Remember nor 
againſt 
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againſt me the fins of my youth, Pſal.25.7. 
- __ in och "La iſe of the fo b 
your youth, as they, /er. 3.25. and that in 
your age, you may not find your bones ful 
of the ſins of your youth, Job 20.11. 

The Lord be with you Aged men, to 
make you ſober, grave, temperate,to make 
you ſound inthe faith, ſound in charity, in 
patience, as you are taught to be, Tt.2.2. 

The Lord be with you young women, to 
make you ſuch as you are taught to be, 
Tit.2.4. viz. Sober, and © boo your 
Husbands, and your children, and to be 
diſcreet, chaſte, keepers at home, good, 
obedient to your own Husbands, that the 
word of God be not blaſphemed, and that 
your Husbands beholding your chaſte con- 
verſation coupled with fear, may be won 
by it, 1 Per. 3.1,2, 

The Lord be with you and deliver you 
from all unchaſte thoughts, words, and 
aCtions, and make you careful to preſerve 
your own and your neighbours chaſtity in 
heart, ſpeech,and behaviour. This prayer 
for you isnot without need; too much un- 
chaſte behaviour is to be ſeen in our Con- 
—_— I cannot think that the expo- 

ing of your naked backs and breaſts tothe 
view 


t 
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view of all, can conſiſt with chaſtity of 


heart. I wiſh that ſome or other would do 
that office for you, that Shem and 7apherh 
did for their father, Ger. 9. 23. and caſt at 
leaſt a Scarf or Handkerchief over your 
naked necks, backs and breaſts. 

The Lord be with you aged women, that 
you may be ſuch as you are required to be, 
Tit. 2. 3. That you maybe in behaviour 
as becometh holineſs, not falſe accuſers, 
not given to-much wine, Teachers of good 
things. 

The Lord be with y9" widowes,to cauſe 
you to trult in God, as 'tis your duty, 
fer. 49. 11. and continue in prayer and 
ſupplications night and day, 1 Tim.s.5. 

The Lord be with you Parents, That 
you may bring up your children in the 
mrture and admonition of the Lord, Epheſ. 
6.4. and that you may not provoke them to 
anger leſt they be diſcouraged, Col. 3.21. 

; TheLord be with you Children, that you 

may obey your Parents in the Lord, and he- 
nor them, that it maybe well with you, and 
that you may live long in the earth, Epheſ. 
6. 1,2, 3. 

The Lord be with you Maſters, that you 
may give unto your Servants, that which 
is 
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is juſt and equal, Col. 4. 1. and forbear | 


threathing, krowing that your Maſter alſq 
in Heaven, neither 1s there reſpett of per- 


ſons with him, Ephel. 6.9. 


The Lord be with you Servants , that | 


you may be obedient to them that are your | 


Maſters according to the fleſh, with fear and 
trembling, in ſingleneſs of heart, as unto 
Chriſt, not with eye-ſervice as men-pleaſers, 
but as the ſervants of Chriſt, doing the wil 
of God from the heart, Epheſ.6.5,6. Know- 
ing that of the Lord ye ſhall receive the 
reward of the Inheritance, for ye ſerve the 
Lord Chriſt, Col. 3. 24. 


Yea, the Lord be with you, that you | 


may be ſubjett not only to the good and gentle, 
but alſo to the froward: for this #4 thank: 
worthy, if for conſcience towards God, you 
endure grief, ſuffering wrong fully ; and ac- 
ceptable with God, if when you do well, and 
ſuffer for it, you take it patiently, 1 Pet. 2. 
18, 19, 20. 


The Lord be with you Husbands, that | 


you may love your wives, and not be bitter 
againſt them, Col. 3.19. And that you may 
awell with them according to knowledge, £1- 
wing honour unto them, as unto the weaker 
veſſels, and as being heirs together of the 


grace 


the 
Ke 
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| grace of life, that 'your prayers be not hin= 


dred, 1 Pet. 3.7. 
The Lord be with you wives, that 'you 


| may be in ſubjettion to your own hnsbands; 
| that if any obey not the word,they may be won 


by your eter 2G while they behold your 
chaſte conver ſation coupled with fear , and 
that your adorning may not be with outward 
adorning, of plaiting the hair, and of ewear- 
ing of Gold, or of putting on of apparet, but 
that it may be the hidden man of the heart, in 
that which is not corruptible, even the orna- 
ment of a meek, and quiet ſpirit, which in the 


| ſight of God is of great price, 1Pet. 3. 
4 


I,2, 3, 4- 

The Lord be with you poor: (and my 
requelt for you'is double.) 

I. That you may be poor 3» fpirit, and 
ſo bleſſed, that yours may bethe Kingdom 
of heaven, Mar. 5. 3. ms þ 

2, That you maybe rich in faith, Jan. 
2. 5. by which God has. promiſed. the juſt 
ſhall live, Hab. 2.4. , | 

The Lord be with you Rich, that'you 
may not be high-minded, nor truſt in uncgr- 
tain Riches, = in the Irving God, who 'gi- 
weth ts richly all things, to enjoy, 1 Timn.6.37. 

The Lord be with you; that-you may 4o 

L £004 
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$ood, tnat you may be rich in good works, 
ready to diftribute, willing to communicate, 
that you may ly up in ſtore for your ſelves,a 
good foundation, azainſt the time to come, 


that you may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Tim, | 


6.18, 19. 

The Lord be with you young Diſciples, 
that having put your hands to the plough you 
may not look, backzleſt you prove not fit for the 
kingdom of God, Luk. 9.92. 

The Lord be with you old Diſciples,that 
you may bring forth much good fruit, and 
be fat and flowriſhing, Pſal. 62. 14. 

The Lord be with you All, to deal well 
with you, 

To hear your Prayers, 

To direct your ſteps, 

'To give you relt, 

To provide youneceſſaries, 

To protect your perſons, 

To prevent trouble, or to deliver out 
of it. 

To aſſiſt in work, 

. To ſupport under burdeas, 
_ Todiſappoint enemies, 
 ToAnimate again't fear, 
-. Tocomfort in tribulatics, 
To.correct it need be, 


| 


ch 


tY 
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To ercline your hearts to God, 
To give you wiſdom, 
To help you to finiſh your works, and 
to effect difficult undertakings, 
To hold you by your right hand, 


To put a difference between you, and. 


tooſe that ſerve him not. 

The Lord be with you All, 
1. With Allof All of you. 

1, With your Hearts, 

I, Tocircumcilſe them, Dewut. 30. 6. 

2, To write his Law inthem, Heo.8.1C. 

3+ To-new make them, Ezek.36.26, 

4. Toſoften them, Exck. 36. 26. 

$ To ſtrengthen them, P/al.31.24. ac- 
chrding to his promiſe. 

6. To unite them, Pſal. 86.11. 

7. Toenlarge them, P/al. 119. 32. 

8. Toencline them to him and his Teſti- 
monies, 1 King. 8. 58. Pfal. 119. 36. 

9. Tocreate them clean, P/al. 51. 10. 

10. To put gladneſs into them,Pſal.477. 
2, Wc your heads, 

1, [olift themup, P/al. 3. 3. 

2. To make them waters, Fer. 9. 1. 
3. With your eyes, 

1. To open them that yon may behold 


wonderous things out of Gods Law, P/a. 
119.18, 2 2. To: 
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2. To turn:them away from behokkling 
vanity, P/al. 119. 37. 
4- With your cars, 

1, Toopen them, P/al. qo. 6. 

2. To cauſe themto hear the word be- 
hind them, 7/a. 3o. 21. 
5- With your mouthes, 

7. To ſatishe them with good things, 
P/al. 103. 5. 


2. That a deceitful tongue may not be 


found in them, Zeph. 3.13, 
6. With your hands, 
To hold them, 1/a. 41.13. & 42.6, 
7. With your feet, 
To kcep them, 1 Sam. 1. 9.. 
I. The Lord be with you All, 
2. At all times. 
I. In the Morning, when you awake 
that you may awake with God, Pſal. 139. 
18. Pfal. 55. 17. 
2. At noon, when you go to meat, P/al. 
7. 
, FA At evening, when you goto bed,P/a! 
55.17.This was Davids practice : Evening, 
and Morning, and at Noon will I pray and 
cry aloud, and not in vain, for it followes, 
and he ſhall hear my voice. | 
4», The Lord be with you even at mid- 


— 


night, | 
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night, and in the night watches, that even: 
then you may meditate en:Gods word and 
give thanks after the example of -. Davin, 
I ſal. 119. 62. & 63-6. 119. 148. 

5. Onthe week dayes, that you may do 
your work, and all your work on them, as - 
you :re Com:manded, Exod. 20. 9, 

6, Onthe Lords day, that you maykeep 
Kt holy, and call it a delight, The holy of the * 
Lord, Honourable; not doing your own - 
wayes, nor finding your own pleaſurc, nor : 
| ſpeaking your own words, 1/a.58.13,14. 

The Lord be with you All; 

3. In All places. In the cloſer, in the famify. 
inthe thop, in the field, In Bed, at Board. 

In the Cloſet, to make you ſerious. 

In the family,to make you profitable. 

In the ſhop,to awe you. 

Inthe field, to preſerve you. . 

In bed, to refreſh you. 

At Board, to fatishe you. 

The Lord b2-with you All. 

4. In all eſtates and conditions, in adverſt- 
ty and proſperity, i": iickneſs and health, in : 
poverty, and Riches: 

In Adverſity, that you may conſider, - 
Ftcleſ. 7.14. 
| In proſperity, that you. may rejoyce, 
| Feelef. 7. 14. In: 
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In {ickneſs,tomake your bed, P/al.41.3; 


In health, to make you thankful, P/al.; 


\ 193.3; 

In poverty, to make you contented, 
13.5. 17:.6.8. 

In Riches, to make you lowly minded, 


Fruſters .in God, rich in good works, rea-i 
dy to diſtribute, willing to communicate,, 


17m.6.17,18, 

The Lord be witkt you All, 
5: Inall duties of Religion and holy Ordi- 
nances, in praying, reading, hearing, medi- 


tating, conferring, inſtructing, admoniſh- | 


ing, exhorting, reproving, comforting. 
In praying, that you may pray fervently, 
Tam. 5.16, 19. 


In reading, that you may read under- | 


ſtandingly, At. 8. 30. 

In hearing, that you may hear believing- 
ly, Heb. 4.2. 

In meditating, that you may have ſou!- 
f1:izfaction, P/al. 63. 5, 6. 

In conferring, that you do-it with af- 
f.ct on. 

In i-:ſtructing, that you. may do it cor- 
vincingly. 


In admoniſhing,that you may. do it cor-. 


lo. 


pa! onately, 7uge 22.. 
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In exhorting, that you may do it carneſt- 
ly, Heb. 10. 24. 

In reproving that you may do it wiſely, 

.,. comforting, that you may do it mer- 
cifully. 

In oblerving, the Sabbath, that you may 
obſerve it more ſtrictly. 

In receiving the Supper, that you may re- 
ceive it more worthily. 

In faſting, that you may do it ſoul-afflit- 
ingly, ſoul-chafteningly, Levir.23.32. Pſal. 
69. 10. and life-reformingly. 

The Lord be with you All, 

6. In all your Civil Imployments and law- 
ful undertakings, that in All you do you 
may make Gods word your Rule, Gods 
glory your end,and thecredit of the Goſpel 
and Chriſtian Religion your Care. 

The Lord be with you, 

In your Trading and dealing, that- you 
may do as you would be done unto, 
Ma. 7. 12. 

Ia buying and ſelling, that you may ſet 
God before you, buying and ſelling as in 
his preſence, P/al. 16. 8. 

In working and fitting ſtill, that you may 
be heavenly minded, Ph. 3. 20. - 

In. your journeying, and travelling, that 
you 
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you may be preſerved and proſpercd, Gen, 
24. 21, 

Finally Beloved, The Lord be with you to 
fanttifie you wholly, and J. pray God your | 
whole ſpirit, and ſoul an4boiy be preſerod 
blameleſs unto the ceming of our Lord -feſus 
Chrift, Amen, and Amen, 
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yet been obtained, by Thomas Metcalf. 
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A Copy Book of the Neweſt and molt 
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Rridges Remains, being 8. 

Choice Sermon's, by that Reverend 
Divine Mr. W:l:am Bridge , heretofore 
Miniſter at Tarmouth. 

A Diſcourſe of Chriſt's coming , by 
Theophilus Gale. 

King Fames: his Counterblaſt to To- 
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Goſpel. 


A Brief Deſcription of New T'ork. 
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Experience of the” Weather. 

Venning s Remains, or Chriit's School, 
conſiſting of four Claſhs of Chriſtians, 
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Fathers ; being the ſubſtance of many Ser- 
mons, by Ralph Ie:ning: Prepared for 
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A Dilitwaſive from Conformity to the 
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Impenitent Sinners; with a Farcwel Ser- 
mon , by Henry Stuls Micilter of the 


